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THOMAS J. VILSACK, GOVERNOR
DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES
SALLY J. PEDERSON, LT. GOVERNOR
KEVIN W. CONCANNON, DIRECTOR

February 27, 2007

Office of Family Assistance

Administration for Children and Families

5th Floor East

370 L’Enfant Promenade, S.W.

Washington, D.C.  20447


Dear Sir or Madam:

Enclosed please find Iowa’s Work Verification Plan for the Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) program.  This plan is submitted pursuant to interim final federal regulations published in the Federal Register on June 29, 2006, (Volume 71, Number 125, pages 37453 – 37483).  The plan has been revised as requested by the Further Guidance to the Work Verification Plan issued by the Administration for Children and Families in December 2006.  The plan is based on a reasonable interpretation of the interim final regulations and the Further Guidance.  The plan is also being submitted electronically (as an e-mail attachment) to Sean Hurley at shurley@acf.hhs.gov and Robert Shelbourne at rshelbourne@acf.hhs.gov.
Iowa’s revised plan reflects our best interpretation of implied inadequacies described in the Further Guidance.  However, without state specific feed-back it has been challenging to fully interpret exactly where Iowa’s plan may be lacking.  Sections IV and V have proved to be particularly challenging.  We are hopeful that we will be able to receive direct technical assistance before any additional revisions or amendments that are required.

In submitting this plan, Iowa still wishes to express some concern regarding the review process.  

Specifically, we are concerned that states will be held to a standard requiring absolute compliance with all provisions of the interim final rule that may pertain to elements of the plan while the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) is simultaneously reviewing comments to the interim final rule, which could result in substantial changes to the rule.  We understand the statutory time limits HHS is under to ensure states have compliant plans in effect by October 1, 2007.  Requiring states to make multiple amendments to their plans unnecessarily, first to comply with the interim final rule, and then to comply with revisions to the rule does not provide states with sufficient time to change computer systems, operating manuals, and procedures with contractors and re-train staff at both the state and local levels. Therefore, we recommend that you consider delaying the October 1, 2007, implementation date of the work verification penalty so that states are afforded at least one full year from the date they receive final approval of their plan to come into compliance with federal rules.

If there are any questions about the plan or items requiring clarification, please contact Carol Stratemeyer at the following:

Carol Stratemeyer

Iowa Department of Human Services, 

Division of Financial, Health and Work Supports

Hoover State Office Building, 5th Floor, 

Des Moines, Iowa   50319

(515) 281-5392


FAX:  (515) 281-7791 


e-mail:  cstrate@dhs.state.ia.us  

Thank you for your continued support and assistance.

Sincerely,

Ann Wiebers, TANF Administrator

Division of Financial, Health and Work Supports

Enclosure

cc: 
Linda Lewis, Regional Administrator

Administration for Children and Families
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