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CIRCULAR LETTER NO. 127BB-FO

ISSUED BY: Bureau of Child Support Recovery
Division of Field Operations

SUBJECT: RC-0079, “HHS Poverty Guidelines,” revised.
Summary

This letter is to announce the annual update of the poverty guidelines issued by the
federal Department of Health and Human Services.

The Child Support Recovery Unit uses these guidelines to determine whether a person
meets hardship criteria for mandatory income withholding.

This determination uses the poverty level for a one-person household, as established by
these guidelines. The gross annual income poverty level has increased from $11,770
(2015) to $11,880 (2016). The hardship allowance has increased from $23,540 to
$23,760.

Year Annual Income Hardship Guideline
2015 $11,770 $23,540
2016 $11,880 $23,760

Effective Date

Use the 2016 guideline amount in making any determinations on or after April 1, 2016.
It remains in effect until superseded by a subsequent circular letter announcing the
next annual update.

Material Superseded

Remove Circular Letter No. 127AA-FO, dated March 27, 2015, from the file and destroy
it and copies of the previous HHS poverty income guidelines.

Additional Information

Refer questions about this circular letter to your regional collections administrator.
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Source: U.S. Department of Health and Human Services Annual Update of the HHS Poverty Guidelines published in the Federal

Register each year. This data is also available at http://aspe.hhs.gov/poverty/figures-fed-reg.shtml.
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