
Iowa Department of Human Services
CHILD CARE CENTER COMPLAINT 
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Cedar Rapids 52404

6225 1st Ave. SW

Summary of Complaint:
On 1/28/2015, a complainant reported Five Seasons Learning Center - Coolidge on-site supervisor Maurice J inappropriately 
touched HN and AM.  The complainant reported HN and AM are children under the age of 12 years who are enrolled at the Five 
Seasons Learning Center - Coolidge program.

Licensing Rules Relevant to the Complaint:
109.10(16).  All assigned staff shall provide careful supervision.

Inspection Findings:
On 3/12/2015, a meeting was held at the Cedar Rapids Community School District Office.  Persons in attendance were a law 
enforcement official, license consultant, other person with the Department of Human Services, Five Seasons Learning Center -  
Coolidge director Sharon Varo, and Cedar Rapids Community School District Human Resources Specialist Sue Wilber.  The 
following is based upon information gathered in the 3/12/2015 meeting and a review of paperwork items:

109.10(16).  All assigned staff shall provide careful supervision.  THE COMPLAINT IS VALID.  RULE WAS VIOLATED.  HN 
and AM (both children under 12 years of age) separately reported that Maurice J inappropriately touched them.  The incidents 
occurred between May 20, 2014, and January 30, 2015.  Ms. Varo denied having any knowledge that these incidents took place.  
Ms. Varo acknowledged there were times when Maurice J was in ratio but alone with the children.  Ms. Varo talked about 
overhearing Maurice J tell the children "I love you." and "You're my favorite."  Ms. Varo stated she told Maurice J it was best to 
not make things so personal when working with the children.  Ms. Varo also reported seeing older children sitting on Maurice J's 
lap twice when they were in the cafeteria.  Ms. Varo stated she did tell Maurice J "that it's best to not have older children sit on his 
lap."  Maurice J declined an interview with the Department of Human Services.  
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On 3/17/2015, Maurice J was arrested and charged with two counts of illegal contact with a child, an aggravated misdemeanor.  
According to law enforcement, Maurice J is accused of touching two children over their clothing "for the purpose of arousing or 
satisfying the sexual desires of either of them."  It is important to note, Maurice J was employed at the Cedar Rapids Community 
School District from 2011 until 2015.  Maurice J is no longer employed by the district and/or Five Season Learning Center.

Special Notes and Action Required:
In response to this report, licensing requests the program review their hiring policies and procedures within the next 90 days.  Any 
revisions of the current written policies shall be forwarded licensing (via email).  

If you feel something is unclear or unjustly cited, please contact me (phone 319-892-6827; email alyons@dhs.state.ia.us
<mailto:alyons@dhs.state.ia.us>) so that we may discuss the issue. If necessary, I can make a notation in your record. You may also 
send a letter that will be included in your licensing file noting any disagreement you may have with this report. If I have failed to 
provide for you any information discussed during my visit, please contact me and I will forward the information to you. Thank you.

Consultant's Signature: Date:
03/18/2015
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