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GENERAL LETTER NO. 7-C-107

ISSUED BY: Bureau of Financial, Health and Work Supports
Division of Adult, Children and Family Services

SUBJECT: Employees’ Manual, Title 7, Chapter C, NONFINANCIAL ELIGIBILITY,
pages 6 and 12, revised.

Summary

Chapter 7-C is revised to update the maximum income amounts used in determining
eligibility for:

¢ Elderly people who are disabled (165% of the federal poverty level). These
amounts are used in the determination of whether a person who is both elderly and
disabled can be considered a separate Food Assistance household even when buying
and fixing food with others.

¢ The Promoting Awareness of the Benefits of a Healthy Marriage Program, which
confers categorical eligibility for Food Assistance.

Effective Date
October 1, 2013
Material Superseded

This material replaces the following pages from Employees’ Manual, Title 7, Chapter C:

Page Date
6, 12 September 28, 2012

Additional Information

Refer questions about this general letter to your area income maintenance
administrator.
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Title 7: Food Assistance Page 6
Chapter C: Nonfinancial Eligibility Household Composition
Revised November 1, 2013 Elderly Members Who Are Disabled

Elderly Members Who Are Disabled

Legal reference: 7 CFR 273.1(a)(2)(ii)

Policy:

Under certain conditions, a person who is both elderly and disabled can buy and
fix food with others and still be a separate household. However, an elderly and
disabled person still cannot be a separate household from people that are listed
under Mandatory Household Members.

Procedure:
Allow the elderly and disabled person to be a separate household when:

¢ The person is unable to buy and fix food independently because of a
permanent disability. The disability can be physical or mental, disease-related,
or non-disease-related. Determine disability by observing the person or
through a statement from a physician or a licensed or certified psychologist
saying that the person is unable to buy and fix food without help.

¢ The countable gross income of nonmandatory members living with the elderly
and disabled person is at or less than 165% of the federal poverty level for the
corresponding household size. The following chart gives the amount of
monthly countable gross income that is 165% of poverty for the corresponding
household size.

165%6 of the Poverty Level

Number of Maximum Gross Number of Maximum Gross
People Monthly Income People Monthly Income

1 $1,580 5 $3,791

2 $2,133 6 $4,344

3 $2,686 7 $4,897

4 $3,239 8 $5,450

For each additional member, add $553

Do not include the elderly and disabled person or that person’s mandatory
household members when determining the household size and income of the other
people living in the household.

lowa Department of Human Services Employees’ Manual



Title 7: Food Assistance Page 12
Chapter C: Nonfinancial Eligibility Categorical Eligibility
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Households Eligible for the Promoting Healthy Marriage Program

Legal reference: 441 IAC 47.1(234), 47.2(234), and 65.39(234)

Policy:

The Promoting Awareness of the Benefits of a Healthy Marriage Program (PHMP)
uses funds from the Temporary Assistance to Needy Families (TANF) block grant
to provide information about the benefits of a healthy and stable marriage.
Households are categorically eligible for Food Assistance for any month in which
they are eligible for the PHMP.

There is no resource limit for the PHMP. Food Assistance households are eligible
for the PHMP if they meet all of the following criteria:

¢ Total gross countable Food Assistance income is at or below 160% of the
federal poverty guidelines.

¢ No household member is currently disqualified due to an intentional program
violation (IPV).

+ All Food Assistance eligibility criteria other than resource limits and gross and
net income limits are met.

¢ Food Assistance benefit amount is greater than zero. NOTE: Eligible one-
member and two-member households are eligible for the “minimum benefit.”

Procedure:

There is not a separate application for the PHMP. Eligibility for the PHMP is
automatically determined whenever a household applies for Food Assistance.
When you process the Food Assistance application, the ABC system will determine
eligibility for the PHMP by comparing income to the chart below:

Household Maximum Gross Monthly Household Maximum Gross Monthly
Size Income for PHMP Size Income for PHMP
1 $1,533 5 $3,677
2 $2,069 6 $4,213
3 $2,605 7 $4,749
4 $3,141 8 $5,285
For each additional person, add $536

The notice of decision issued by the ABC system to approve Food Assistance will
include language approving the PHMP if the household qualifies. When PHMP
eligibility exists, the ABC system will assign the same certification period for the
PHMP as for Food Assistance.
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