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The following person/organization provided written comments, which are included in the 
summary below: 
1.  Toni Merfeld, President, Metro West Learning Center, LLC 
2.  Dr. Sean Peterson, Clinical Director, The Pier Center for Autism 
3.  The Iowa Association for Behavior Analysis 
4.  Evelyn Horton, Vice President, The Homestead Organization 
 
Comment 1:  Four respondents commented that insurance plans for companies with 
fewer than 50 employees, plans that are self-funded, and plans purchased through the 
health care exchanges continue to be excluded from the requirement to provide ABA 
coverage, and families with those plans may not qualify for ASP because they have 
incomes over 500% of FPL.  There is a need for more flexibility in funding alternatives 
for ABA services. 

Department Response:  The Autism Support Program’s family income limitation 
requirement is established by the legislature and Iowa Code.  The Department does not 
have the authority to change it through the rule making process.  The ASP rules have 
been revised to conform to the changes in ABA insurance coverage made by the 
legislature’s enactment of House File 215.  The Department does not have authority to 
expand the type of plans included or increase the flexibility of ASP funds. 

Comment 2:  Two respondents commented that the increased coverage of ABA 
services by private insurance carriers may have an unintended consequence of 
increasing the costs to families who may have higher out-of-pocket costs to their insurer 
than the cost share they paid through the Autism Support Program.  This increased cost 
may make ABA services cost prohibitive to some families. 

Department Response:  The Department does not have authority to expand the 
eligibility requirements established by the legislation. 

Comment 3:  One respondent commented that Autism Support Program’s current 
500% FPL family income limitation should be raised to make the program available to 
more families, and the family cost share requirement should be lowered because the 
out-of-pocket costs to families may restrict their ability to access to the program. 

Department Response:  The Autism Support Program’s family income limitation and 
cost share requirement are established by the legislature and Iowa Code and the 



Department does not have the authority to change them through the rule making 
process. 

Comment 4:  One respondent commented that the 500% of FPL income limitation (of 
about $125,500 for a family of 4) is too low when compared to the cost of intensive full 
time ABA services, which may cost more than $50,000 annually.  The income limitation 
should be increased to facilitate access. 

Department Response:  The Autism Support Program’s family income limitation is 
established by the legislature and Iowa Code and the Department does not have the 
authority to change it through the rule making process. 

 

 


