Talking Points on Community Partnerships for Protecting Children

What is Community Partnerships for Protecting Children?

· A new approach to child protection which recognizes that keeping children safe is everyone’s business.

· A partnership of public and private agencies, citizens and professionals who work together to keep children safe.

· An opportunity for community members to get involved in helping families in need and in shaping the types of services and support needed by these families.

· Community Partnerships keeps children safe by bringing together all the people in a community who can play a role in preventing child abuse and neglect, protecting children from maltreatment and supporting families.

· In addition to traditional serve workers, those involved can be people associated with businesses, churches and law enforcement, elected official, neighbors, etc.

· Everyone has a roll to play in keeping children safe.

Why is Community Partnerships Necessary?

· This new approach to keeping children safe is needed because:

· Child safety is a “24 hours a day, 7 days a week” concern.  The child protective services agency can’t do it alone. DHS should be the back up for severe cases that cannot be prevented by providing services to at-risk families prior to a crisis.

· Services that can help strengthen families need to be made available earlier, before a crisis occurs.

· Families are more likely to turn to people they know for help rather than to “the system”.

· Child abuse and neglect take a terrible toll on the whole community. An unloved child may become an unloving parent.  Child abuse and neglect perpetuate the cycle of violence and exact tremendous health, mental health, education, law enforcement, judicial and other costs.

What are the Benefits of Community Partnerships?

Community-Wide Benefits

· Children will be safer, more nurtured.

· Families will be stronger because parents will feel less isolated, more supported, and more confident, and they will know where to turn for help.

· Community members are able to be part of the solution.  There will be someone to turn to when people are worried about a child.

· Neighborhoods will be more cohesive; community child protection can help restore a sense of neighborhood.

Benefits Specific to Different Segments of the Community
Teacher/Child Care Workers:

· Children are better prepared to learn.

· Teachers/child care workers feel that they are a part of the solution instead of feeling powerless.

· They feel more connected to the children.

Business Leaders:

· Keeping children safe is a good investment that pays off over time in healthier neighborhoods that are better business environments.

· Employees know who to turn to for help with family problems.

DHS

· Community involvement in keeping children safe means that the agency is not alone.

· The help it receives from the community means DHS can better focus its resources on responding effectively to the more serious cases and can also focus some resources on prevention and on helping families earlier.

Clergy:

· Safe children and healthier families mean stronger congregations.

· Clergy and church members have the resources and are better able to response to the needs they see.

Law Enforcement:

· Greater clarity on when to intervene.

· More options for what to do with the kids.

· Providing help earlier to families under stress means less child abuse and domestic violence to deal with later.

Community Partnerships for Protecting Children Is Built On These Eight Principles:

1. Services for children at risk should be individualized to address each child’s specific needs.

2. Services need to be made available to families earlier, before a crisis occurs.

3. The Department of Human Services agency alone cannot keep children safe from abuse and neglect.

4. The mandated public agency that is at the center of this work has to change the way it operates.

5. Citizens and community members have to be involved in providing support to families in need and in actually shaping the types of supports that are made available to families.

6. Services and support must be closely linked to the communities in which families live.

7. Efforts focused on abating child abuse and neglect must be embedded within broader initiatives and priorities of the community.

8. Each community has to shape its strategies and range of services based on tits own resources, needs, and cultures.  In other words, different communities will come up with different ways of putting these principles into action.

Who is Using the Community Partnership Approach?

· In addition to our community Partnership here in ( your city), community Partnerships for protecting children have been expanded to 97 counties in Iowa.
