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Welcome To Community Partnerships of Iowa Spotlights and Updates!











Hopefully you will find the information to be benefical and interesting to you!





SpotLight ON 


New Hope Community, Inc. is a hub/community center located in the old Jefferson school building in the southwest quadrant of Oskaloosa.  New Hope Community believes in the Community Partnership for Protecting Children approach.  Our mission statement for our hub is "strengthening families through education, development opportunities, and support within the transforming circle of Christian care." We are a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization that is providing children and family programming in an economically depressed area where no other supervised activities are available to the neighborhood. 


We opened Sept. 25, 2006 and have been serving between 65-80 kids in the morning beginning at 7 AM, and provide after school programs for children including a variety of sports, tutoring, dance, drill team, vocal music, art, needle crafts, collaborations with ISU extension after school 4-H, Good News Club, Bright Lights, and are beginning a collaboration with Serve Our Youth mentoring program and Youth For Christ to provide space for an outdoor skate park next spring. Our programming varies with the seasons and availability of volunteers. We have had many volunteers, including neighborhood parents, a local church eldership, community people, high school and college students, the local fire reserves, and others wanting to help from construction work and painting to teaching classes. We have a long way to go in finances, community engagement, building needs, and ongoing volunteer needs, but we are excited about the good start we have. 


We are looking forward to beginning our adult day program electives which will include a fitness room and on-site child care for parents in programming, cooking classes, Bible studies, assistance with GED and job search skills, family life classes, and teen programming that will focus on developing interests and career, life and financial skills. We are collaborating with SIEDA Nest, Marriage Matters, Working Together Workshops and Consulting (career), and others to bring years of experience and expertise to our programming and to facilitate programming that already exists in our community. We have a good forum for mutual referrals through our local CAP organization. 


 	The exciting part is the relationships we are building with the neighborhood families. On Thanksgiving Day, we sponsored a community potluck dinner, and had a mix of about 50 people come from the neighborhood and larger community. People are building personal relationships. Volunteers have helped a young mom with two young children move--providing a truck, muscles, and some needed furniture. Parents are asking how they can help out with New Hope Community, saying how glad they are that we are in the neighborhood, how their kids are changed, and how much their kids love coming. We are finding out the needs first hand--the single mom with uterine cancer, the single mom trying to get established from out of state who has fled a dangerous home situation, the many who need better paying jobs, but don't have a high school education.
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If you have feedback, suggestions, or information to share, send it to janders5@dhs.state.ia.us





SPOTLIGHT On New Hope 


Community Center continued
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Learning Center Update


 


Update on the Nov 2 Conference
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Thank you to everyone for making the 2006 CPPC Conference a success. A special thank you to all of our presenters and moderators for volunteering their time and talents.


The CPPC Executive Task Team has decided to move the CPPC conference for 2007 to October. We look forward to seeing you next year











Noteworthy





2006 Community Partnership Conference 
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Community Partnerships is providing five Building Trust Based Relationship and Family Team Meeting trainings for 06-07. Please visit our � HYPERLINK "http://www.dhs.state.ia.us/dhs2005/cppc/opportunities/Calendar%20of%20Events.html" \o "Site" �Calendar of Events�.


Cedar Rapids is hosting a Family Team Meeting Facilitation Training in February and March.


Dates: 	Building Trust Based Relationships (BTBR) February 27-28th, 2007 


Family Team Meeting Facilitation (FTMF) March 27-28th, 2007 


Location: Department of Correctional Services- 


Faches Center- Linn Room, 951 29th Ave. SW Cedar Rapids, IA


Time: 8:30am- 4:00pm (each day)


Please register by Feb. 12th to Ana Clymer; � HYPERLINK "mailto:anascheel@qwest.net" ��anascheel@qwest.net� 


CPPC 101/ Orientation will be held on January 29th at the West Des Moines Learning Center in West Des Moines, Iowa. Invitations will be sent to the seven new sites that are rolling out in 2007. For anyone else who may be new to CPPC or would like to gain a better understanding of the four strategies of CPPC, you are welcome to attend this day of training.


				





Update on Community Engagement Neighborhood Networking Grants














Upcoming Trainings and Events








We are hearing from the parents that the atmosphere has changed here--we are a bus stop. They tell us that the police were called almost daily due to violence before we opened, and that the little kids were not safe waiting for the bus. They are glad their kids have a warm place to get in out of the weather to wait for the bus and play and be supervised. They are excited to get here in the mornings.


One 12 year old I will call Joe, was a real bully when we opened. He slugged kids in the stomach, unprovoked, hit with sticks, and would not follow directions. The main volunteer finally asked me if we should just kick him out. Since we are a bus stop, I didn't think we could do that, and making him stay outside would just make it more difficult to supervise him to keep him from beating up the kids outside. 


I told the volunteer that I thought what we needed to do is move in closer to Joe, take him under our wing, make him a helper, etc. He seemed a little dubious, but said he would do that. A few weeks later, I pulled up to the school in the rain and saw Joe and the volunteer coming out of New Hope with umbrellas. They were running down the block meeting kids and ushering them into the building. Many do not wear appropriate clothing and Joe was holding the umbrella over them and protecting them like a mother hen. He helped load the elementary bus so the kids got on safely, and when his bus loaded, he stood aside to make sure all the girls were on first, and then went to the back of the line--no pushing his way, elbowing and knocking kids around to be on first. I gave him a thumbs up and said, "I am proud of you!" He flashed back a big smile and a thumbs up back to me. 


As we become more integrated into the neighborhood, and we become a safe, trusted place to get help for families in crisis, my hope is that we will prevent child abuse within homes and fulfill our mission to strengthen families.


 


Written by: Leslie Rice, Director


New Hope Community, Inc.








Filming interviews for the CPPC DVD has been completed. Essman and Associates is editing the material at this time. We will have a “World Premiere” at the State Wide CPPC meeting in February. You will be given copies of the DVD to take back to your communities. Thank you to everyone for the materials you sent in, for your time in interviewing and for helping to make the arrangements for filming. The DVD will be a wonderful tool to teach your communities about the value of initiating the four CPPC strategies into your community.











Twelve counties (Osceola, O'Brien, Dickinson, Clay, Buena Vista, Emmet, Palo Alto, Pocahontas, Humboldt, Webster, Wright, Hamilton) in rural northwest Iowa were recently awarded a $225,000 grant per year for five years from the Administration for Children & Families to implement a program to support responsible parenting for fathers.  The program will be conducted under the Upper Des Moines Opportunity, Inc initiative. During 2005, UDMO provided services to 11,250 males and 4,021 children ages 0-5 years old. The entire service area supports a total population of 187,536 residents; including an early childhood population represented by 10,984 children ages 0-4. (Census 2000)  


The Dad's TIME program has three goals, to build a foundation that creates a successful and mature fatherhood program, to provide fathers with children in UDMO’s early childhood programs with opportunities to participate in unique fatherhood activities and events to enhance their knowledge and skills in parenting and childhood development, and finally to establish effective collaborative partnerships between Dad’s TIME and community agencies to access skills, knowledge, and resources to meet the individual needs and wants of fathers. 


The project plans on delivering these goals within a program design that addresses the unique characteristics of the service area: (a) expanding fatherhood services into programs that primarily target females/mothers; (b) adapting program elements to meeting the increasing diverse cultures; and (c) utilizing community marketing strategies to recruit and build program capacity. Additionally the aim of the project is to   increase the number of:  staff trained in fatherhood research, “father-friendly” programs, skill-based parent education events held, fathers attending parent education events, parent education material disseminated that is “father-friendly”, educational material regarding domestic violence, and referrals for specialized services.  The long-term outcomes of the project are an improved relationship between the father and child and co-parent, and that father's will choose responsible parenting behavior. 














DVD Update 








Prevent Child Abuse Iowa Awards Community Engagement/Neighborhood Networking Grants


Prevent Child Abuse Iowa is pleased to announce that six CPPC sites in Iowa have received Community Partnerships Community Engagement /Neighborhood Networking grants for 2006-2007. Awards were granted on the basis of the strength of the proposal, the ability of the project to increase awareness of child abuse prevention, and the ability to strengthen Community Partnerships throughout the site. A total of $40,000 was granted to Marshall County, Jefferson, Keokuk, Van Buren and Washington Counties, Boone County, Benton, Iowa Counties, Tama County, Harrison, Monona and Shelby Counties. Congratulations to each site for submitting these proposals and receiving this grant funding.
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SpotLight ON Dad’s TIME : Together Involved in Meaningful Experiences 
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