[image: image1.wmf]Upcoming CPPC Events:

 

·

Birth Parent Orientation, Cedar Rapids; July 7th, 

14th, and 21st

 

·

Parent Partner Appreciation; Cedar Rapids

, July 

21st 

 

·

FTM Seminar Call; Aug 8th

 

·

AmeriCorps Orientation; Clive; Sept 2nd

-

3rd

 

·

Train

-

the

-

Trainers; Ames; Sept 4th 
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h

ildren of all ages, 

three to 92 to be e

x-

act, have planned for, 

worked on, donated to, and can 

take advantage of the Cedar 

Street Park set to be completed 

this month. “W

e had kids ages 

three to 18 working together to 

decide what equipment they 

wanted in the park. Of course, 

we also had moms and d

ads, 

grandpas and grandmas. . . They 

even decided to put in a bench 

swing so that even if you’re 92, 

you can sit and swing on th

e 

bench,” said Kim Freund, F

a-

cil

i

tator of Circles4Success. 

 

  The philosophy and process of 

the Cedar Street Park Project 

exemplifies the CPPC mission, 

and Freun

d and others couldn’t 

be more pleased.  The planning 

began in March 2007, when a 

group of five people from Pa

r-

ents As Teachers, with the help 

of facilitator Lois Smidt, co

n-

structed a dream path that led to 

the vision of a park in a partic

u-

lar low

-

income neighborhood. 

Soon the group grew to over 30 

individuals. In only a few short 

months, meetings moved closer 

to the park to eliminate tran

s-

po

r

tation issues for families and 

neighbors. 

 

  Father and Circles4Success me

m-

ber, Adam 

Petersen explains the 

unique structure of Circles4Succes. 

“[Circles4Success] brings the co

m-

munity together and learns how to 

help itself. Members are of all ages, 

backgrounds, and economic pos

i-

tions. The atmosphere of the mee

t-

ings and projects is one that gives a 

sense of belonging to the members. 

Everyone is treated with respect and 

dignity.  Each is given the opport

u-

nity to express opinions, as an e

x-

pressed opinion is the first step t

o-

ward new opportunities,” Petersen 

said. 

 

  At the one year anniversary of Ci

r-

cle4Success, there were over 120 

people celebrating and supporting 

the park renovation. Door to door 

invitations and questionnai

res 

sparked 

 

conversations between  neighbors 

that determined what direction the 

project would take. “We began by 

introducing th

e idea to others

-

 a 

high school art teacher, a deputy 

sheriff. . . to build positive relatio

n-

ships,” Freund said. 
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[image: image2.wmf]every monthly meeting with personal or professional 

successes from each Advocate,” Davis said. 

 

  The following day, Louisville parents provided info

r-

mation on their roles in court, during FTM, in recovery 

support meetings, in accessing community services, in 

engaging fathers, 

and in advocating without enabling. 

Three Louisville DHS workers elaborated on the par

t-

ne

r

ship between parents and workers. National consul

t-

ant, Randy Jenkins was on hand to offer technical assi

s-

tance.

 

Continues on page 4

 

 

 

On May 21st, Cedar Rapids Parent Partners , Kayla 

St

e

venson, Melissa Carter,  Lesa Keeton, Spencer 

Keeton, and John Buck began a peer review session in 

Louisville KY. 

 

  The first evening, Louisville 

Parent Advocate’s we

l

comed 

the group with a dinner and 

Louisville Coordinator L

a-

ronda Davis facilitated a 

que

s

tion/answer period. Davis shared a packet that i

n-

cluded KY successes and challenges. “We try to begin 

 

 

In May, Iowa sent a team to participate in the Annie E. 

Casey Foundation, Casey Family Services and Casey 

Family Program’s 

2008 National Permanency Conve

n-

ing 

held in Washington D.C. 

 

  The team included youth, community advocates, pr

o-

viders, and representatives of Child Welfare services. 

The Iowa youth were also asked to present their stories 

for a panel discussion entitled “Engaging Youth as A

d-

vocates and Advisors to achieve Permanence.” 

 

  The Iowa team had the opportunity to identify lessons 

learned, challenges, and p

ossible “next steps”. The most 

important lesson learned was that Youth Voice is vital 

to the successful development, implementat

ion, and 

qua

l

ity review of all services, supports, policies, and 

practices specific to teens transitioning out of foster 

care. Building confidence in current permanency e

f-

forts 

–

 particularly around children and providers

-

 

emerged as one of the leading challenges.  Iowa’s fai

l-

ure to formally recognize the grief that children and 

families experience when children are removed, and the 

lack of policies an

d practices that are more sensitive to 

this issue is a primary concern. 

 

  Children and Family Services established this team as

 

the “Iowa Permanency Team”. They met June 17

th

 to 

“debrief” on the DC Convening, identify additional par

t-

ners to enroll as team members, and establish priorities 

for future permanency work. 

 

  For more information regarding the Iowa 

Permanency 

Team or Iowa Youth Dream Team, please contact 

Becky at 515

-

281

-

5246 or rgodfre@dhs.state.ia.us

 

sionals, and others. As Partnerships evolve, contact i

n-

fo

r

mation changes, and events are scheduled, the we

b-

site will reflect the success of each area. 

 

  Others not familiar with CPPC have raved at what the 

website showcases. An email from Tracy Keninger, fo

s-

ter parent, said “Wow! This looks like lots of info. I. . .

will need. . .more time!”

 

  Local pages can be found at 

dhs.state.ia.

us/cppc/

sites_maps/index.html. 

Future edits or suggestions can 

be directed to Kyla at kmadsen@dhs.state.ia.us and will 

be made d

uring the first week of each month.

 

 

 On July 1st, the CPPC website was officially a

n-

nounced as up to date. The website is a development 

ce

n

ter, resource

-

sharing hub, and world

-

wide advertis

e-

ment. As Community Partnerships flourish in IA, the 

website hasn’t always grown at the same speed. During 

June regional meetings, coordinators were asked to p

e-

ruse the website and request edits that would more acc

u-

rately represent the work their communities are doing. 

 

  Each area Partnership has its own page within the 

greater site that al

lows for individualized forms, data, 

practices, newsletters, brochures, etc. to be found 

quickly by administrators, community members, profe

s-
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right on track

,” KY veteran site

 

Iowa Permanency Team presents stories in DC

 

Website gets reorganized and updated July 1st 

 

“I feel like a more cohesive 

team . . .with more vision,” 

Coordinator RaeAnn Barnhart
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ccomplishment knowing they had a part in doing 

something positive for the neighborhood and 

co

m

munity,” Petersen said. 

 

 

  

Austin Ryan, 15, and his family have been int

e-

gral members of  Circles4Success for over two 

years. “The greatest success is the community 

coming together because this park wa

s in dyer 

need of help for a long time. I see us doing more 

things together in the future, just more events, 

more projects in ou

r community. We already have 

assistance in place for people that need things or 

help, like if someone has an extra couch and 

som

e

one else needs one. Its really the little things 

that mean the most in bringing communities t

o-

gether and keeping them strong,” Ryan said. 

 

  The community’s strength has trampled many 

obstacles. “Our biggest challenge has 

been the 

weather in accomplishing the new equipment i

n-

stallation,” Freund said. 

 

  The Park is located at Cedar and Second Streets 

in Atlantic and covers approximately one half of a 

city block. 

 

  For more information on Cedar Street Park or 

Circles4Success, please contact Kim Freund at 

frekr@casshealth.org 

or 

712

-

243

-

8006 ext 3308.

 

 

 Those positive relationships paid off and the 

community was vested in the project. Freund 

said, “We did a lot of fundraising on

 our own, 

but the entire community has been participa

t-

ing . . .community garage sale, restaurant take

-

over, grant writing, radio and newspaper.” Now 

with the support of hundreds of volunteers, se

r-

vices, and 

monetary don

a-

tions from K

i-

wanis, church 

and youth 

groups, high 

school st

u

dents, 

Lions club, and 

many, many 

more, the park has a sandbox, an $11,000 pla

y-

set and future plans to construct a shelter, a c

e-

ment walking path, and a mural. The park has 

benefited from the community’s myriad of 

strengths. “This wouldn’t be possible with

out 

the sharing and outpouring of gifts and talents 

from the community,” Freund said. Petersen 

agrees. 

“Getting the neighborhood

 involved in 

the process is rewarding in itself.  Not only do 

[neighbors] voice ideas, opinions, and concerns 

about the park, th

ey will also get a sense of 

 

 

 

As neighbors and professionals support and 

serve local families,  Family Team Meetings 

emerge as natural and proactive. Many Partne

r-

ships are developing strategies and have i

n-

creased access to FTMs for families not involved 

with Child Protection Services (CPS). 

 

  The FTM seminar call scheduled for Aug

ust 7th 

and its follow

-

up newsletter will offer useful 

skills and answers from FTM facilitators. 

 

  “Where do you start?” asked 

Kelly Newgaard, 

Quakerdale FTM coordinator. Newgaard is one 

of many interested in building FTM availability 

and suggested the to

pic for the FTM seminar call.  

 

  

Strength is in bonded communities. Despite the 

reluctance of some individuals,  “[r]eaching 

across those divides to ‘refer’ a 

family may . . .be 

very welcomed . . ,” Newgaard said.

 The call will 

give insight into how any community can use 

ma

r

keting strategies to reduce stigma and inte

r-

vene before children safety is a factor.

 

  For 

more information 

on utilizing community 

FTM participate in the 

FTM seminar call 

o

n 

A

UG

 7

TH

 

AT

 1:30 

PM

.   

 

Phone number

: 1

-

866

-

685

-

1580

 

 

Passcode

: 0009990209

 

“Reaching Across Those Divides”: 

Family Team Meetings
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“It’s really the little things that mean 

the most in bringing communities 

together and keeping them strong ,” 

 

Austin Ryan, 15, 

Circles4Success
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The Community Partnerships for Protecting Children (CPPC) a

p-

proach aims to keep children safe from abuse and neglect and to support 

families. This approach recognizes that keeping children

 safe is everybody’s 

business and that community members must be offered opportunities to help 

vulnerable families and shape the

 services and supports provided.

 

 

              

In Iowa, Community Partnerships have brought together parents, 

youth, social service professio

nals, faith ministries, local business, schools 

and caring neighbors to help design, govern and 

participate in programs that seek to create a co

n-

tinuum of care and support for children, youth 

and parents in their neighbo

r

hoods.

 

 

              

We invite you to find out more about us! 

And remember there is a place for you in Co

m-

m

u

nity Partnerships for Pr

o

tecting Children! 

 

For any comments or questions regarding the newsletter 

please contact: 

 

Kyla Madsen

 

Hoover Building 5th Floor

 

1305 E Walnut 

 

Des

 Moines IA 50319

 

COMMUNITY PARTNERSHI

PS FOR 

PROTECTING CHILDREN

 

the collaboration between KY and IA. Several Parent 

Advocates are anxious to attend future conferences or 

take advantage of oth

er learning opportunities in IA. 

 

  Barnhart said, “

I feel that the trip was worth 10 

times more than it cost us. I feel like a 

more cohesive 

team and one with more vision for where we want to 

go in the future.” Parent Partners were reassured in 

their succ

ess and pleasantly surprised to learn that in 

some ways, they have already surpassed the veteran 

program’s status. Madsen said, “Louisville has ded

i-

cated and professional Parent Advocates, but I believe 

Iowa is stronger in our statewide implementation, 

group organization, and

 potential longevity.”

 

  Carter said, “There was a wealth of learning info

r-

m

a

tion, and I was grateful to go. A big thank you for 

making it happen.” 

 

  Louisville’s Parent Advocacy Program began in 

2005. 

 

 

 For more information about the peer review session, 

contact RaeAnn at rbarnhart@psfcr.com 

 

 

 

On day three, several of the Parent Partners attended 

FTM’s with KY Parent Advocates, while Coordin

a-

tor, RaeAnne Barnhart, Clinical Supervisor Jeff 

Han

o

ver, CPPC Coordinator Gloria Johnson, and 

Training Liaison Kyla Madsen discussed supervision 

and administrative issues. Mary Dobrochowski repr

e-

sented Cedar Rapids DHS. Parent Partners also had to 

opportunity to support birth families at recovery 

group meetings. 

 

  The visit sparked excitement and fostered camarad

e-

rie between the pioneering programs. Melissa Carter, 

Parent Partner and trainer, said, “I had an amazing 

trip and learned a lot. The Louisville group was wo

n-

derful. It felt like we were right at home the whole 

time.”  

 

  Davis emphasized the incredible progression of the 

Parent Partner sites in IA, and praised the Cedar Ra

p-

ids group. “[Parent Partners] is right on track with 

[Louisville’s program],” Davis said. Davis and the 

Louisville Parent Advoca

te’s are hoping to continue 

Parent Partners 
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-

6248

 

Email: kmadsen@dhs.state.ia.us

 

 

Keeping children safe is 

everybody's business

 

We’re on the web:  

dhs.state.ia.us/cppc/

 

 


