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Tips to Use:


Provide victims with cues if s/he is uncomfortable ~ If everyone is not free to speak, there will not be a resolution. Don’t allude that the victim needs the break because that can give more power to the batterer





Plan for the “what if” ~ Consideration of seating arrangements, access to exits, etc should be made in preparation for emergencies





Use co-facilitators  ~ Batterers often use subtle tactics to control victims or others. Co-facilitators can focus on participants’ actions and reactions, i.e. hand gestures, eye movements, etc 





Contact local victim advocacy groups ~ Even if victims choose not to have an advocate, facilitators can gain insight from these experts





Be objective and neutral ~ Use statements that neither blatantly discredit nor accept batterers’ manipulative behaviors or threats





Make Time For: 


Extensive Prep ~ Prep is essential when dealing with DV and manipulative or controlling people. Every team member should be educated on possible conflicts or power tactics, i.e. coercion, economic threats, minimizing, use of privilege, immigration status, etc.  





Pre-scheduled breaks ~ By having breaks already in place, victims will not have to worry about batterers being privy to their possible fear or discomfort 





Welcome!


This newsletter shares information regarding the Family Team Meeting Seminar Call.


Seminar calls are now scheduled to occur on the first Thursday of the month from 1:30-3:30 in the following months:  August, October, and December





The following is the phone number and pass code


FTDM Seminar Call: 1-866-685-1580


Participant Passcode: 0009990209





























Domestic Violence and FTM: 


How to engage families safely 

















“You will have to navigate these rocky streets,” Annette Williams, CPPC Child Welfare Specialist, said as she described facilitating FTM’s involving domestic violence issues. Annette provides assistance and training to all areas looking for extra guidance in addressing DV within families. 


Annette explains that facilitators must be familiar with the power and control wheel; behaviors of batterers and victims; the dynamics of DV when overlaps of mental health or substance use/abuse issues are present; and the fact that intervention may cause more problems for victims.


“It is [the facilitator’s] prerogative to assure safety” before, during, and after the FTM, Annette said. She suggested that facilitators be conscientious of when and where meetings will take place and know that batterers may follow facilitators to or from locations.  Talk to victims and assure them that their fears, concerns, and gut-feelings will be taken seriously. 


Annette encouraged facilitators to be specific and ask important questions. “No matter what kind of plan you come up with, it isn’t going to be effective unless you get to the heart of the matter,” Annette said. This is why it is essential to explore substance use/abuse and mental or emotional health. 


 “These meetings are really difficult and really intense because there is so much thought and preparation for them and someone could potentially get hurt,” Annette said. However, by respecting the experience and expertise of victims and anticipating batterers’ actions reactions, FTM’s can be successful and safe. 
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Noteworthy





Questions and Answers:








 





Updates:


Advanced Facilitator Training was held May 9 in Des Moines. Speakers and presenters included Cornelius Bird, Jan LeBahn, Ana Clymer, Peggy Linden, Hailee Sandberg, Kathy Hall, and Scarlett Lunning-Huey. Through hands-on participation, facilitators practiced engagement strategies, developed individualized plans, built conflict resolution skills, and strengthened their understanding of poverty.  





Kyla Madsen introduced herself as the new CPPC Training Liaison. She will be helping to coordinate CPPC sponsored FTM trainings and encourages all sites to contact her regarding CEU’s and also send training updates to her email address  found below. 





Thank You to the 19 people who participated from various sites:





“One isn’t necessarily born with courage, but one is born with potential. Without courage, we cannot practice any other virtue and consistency. We can’t be kind, true, merciful, generous, or honest.” 


~ Maya Angelou








Please email Kyla Madsen at � HYPERLINK "mailto:kmadsen@dhs.state.ia.us" ��kmadsen@dhs.state.ia.us� with comments or suggestions for future call topics





How to ensure the safety of the facilitator: 


Focus on confidentiality and respect, but also understand that in person communication should take place in a public and safe place. Avoid meeting at night and let others know where you will be and when to expect you back. If meeting in a neutral location, be mindful of your surroundings and bring a cell phone.





How to support a parent who refuses a DV advocate: 


Remember that many victims remain fearful, regardless of whether the batterer is out of state or whether the victim is protected by a protection order. Also know that the victim may not feel comfortable disclosing his or her story to yet another individual. Facilitators should encourage victims to make use of resources available, but if they refuse, it is their choice.





How to focus on the safety of children when DV is a factor: 


Always respect and utilize the experience and knowledge of victims. Remember that making quick decisions will not solve DV situations. Take time to evaluate and discuss options with the victim. Blame and accountability must be on the shoulders of batterers. Facilitators should be mindful of strategies that batterers could use such as blaming victims or denying behaviors. Most importantly, if victims choose not to have batterers present at the meeting, their wishes and safety must be respected.      





How to utilize DV Advocates: 


Know that individual confidentiality agreements will determine the vocal participation of advocates. Do not confuse advocates with therapists or in-home workers. Advocates can help articulate strengths, but are sometimes silent supports for victims.  





How to seek further guidance: 


Annette Williams can be contacted via email at � HYPERLINK "mailto:annettew@icadv.org" ��annettew@icadv.org�. She is available to help facilitators build trusting relationships and foster open communication with victims and families. Annette can also help to connect sites with local resources that may be of service.





 Please e-mail Jane Anderson at � HYPERLINK "mailto:janders5@dhs.state.ia.us" ��janders5@dhs.state.ia.us� with any comments, or suggestions for future call topics.


Thank you!
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