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Welcome To Community Partnerships of Iowa Spotlights and Updates!











Hopefully you will find the information to be benefical and interesting to you!





SpotLight ON Parent Partners Program


Community Partnerships with the collaboration of the Department of Human Services, has begun development of the Parent Partner Program in three sites in Iowa (Northwest/Lakes area, Cedar Rapids, and Polk County). The Parent Partner Program is designed to provide better outcomes around re-abuse, and reunification. The goal of the Parent Partner is to help birth parents (parents of children in care) be successful in completing their case plan goals.   This is achieved by matching a Parent Partner with parents who are currently in the Department of Human Services (DHS) system and have a child removed from the home. 


Parent Partners are mentors who have had previous involvement with the Department of Human Services and have been successfully reunified with their child for at least a year.  Parent Partners are compensated to work with parents who have children in care who need mentoring and support. Parent Partners work with community based organizations to provide resources.


The Parent Partner will 


Work intensively with birth parents (parents of children in care) to promote engagement in case plan activities


Help maintain connections between parents and children while out-of-home care is utilized


Share insight and understanding about their own personal experiences that may help the birth parents be successful in their own reunification efforts


Assist in the goal of reunification and/or the development of appropriate alternative permanent plans


Provide a sense of hope and inspiration to parents in the "system"


Connect parents with resources


Provide encouragement, outreach and support


Work with Parent Partner team (Parent Partner coordinator, child welfare case worker, planning committees)


Referrals for the Parent Partner program will come from local Child Protective Service and child welfare workers in each site. Cedar Rapids is planning on targeting children ages 0-5, and/or/with families with children removed for the first time where the overall goal is reunification. Des Moines is planning on targeting first time removals working towards reunification; families need to have substance abuse, mental health or domestic violence issues.  The Northwest/Lakes area is planning on targeting children ages 0-5, first time families with children that have been removed.


Currently all three sites are still in the program development phase and are recruiting and training potential Parent Partners.  The goal is to be ready to start implementing the program and start the one on one mentoring (by sometime) in September.  





For more information please visit the Community Partnership Website's � HYPERLINK "http://www.dhs.state.ia.us/dhs2005/cppc/networking/Parent%20Partners.html" \o "Site" �Parent Partner Toolkit�.
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If you have feedback, suggestions, or information to share, send it to janders5@dhs.state.ia.us





Thoughts on the Community Partnership Statewide Meeting in February ….by Carol Schroeder
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Learning Center Update


 The Cedar Rapids Learning Center hosted  "Coaching FTDM Meeting Facilitators: A Conversation to Promote Coaching Skills on March 7th. The trainers were Marno Batterson, and Ana Clymer. The training was a huge success.  


Some of the participants' comments were:


"I thought the information was very useful and I felt the examples illustrated key points."


"This was so helpful.  It has prepared me well to be a coach and I feel confident in beginning this role. "


" The relaxed atmosphere and interactive learning was excellent."


For information on the training or to request a training contact: aclymer@psfcr.com
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Noteworthy
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Please visit our � HYPERLINK "http://www.dhs.state.ia.us/dhs2005/cppc/opportunities/Calendar%20of%20Events.html" \o "Site" �Calendar of Events� for more details on any of the events listed.





Community Partnerships Family Team Meeting Trainings:





Building Trust Based Relationships


May 7th and 8th, Osceola, IA


Family Team Meeting Facilitation


June 4th and 5th, Osceola, IA


Trainers: Ana Clymer & Valarie Lovaglia


To sign up please contact: jcruche3@dhs.state.ia.us





Building Trust Based Relationships


May 14th and 15th, Davenport, IA


Family Team Meeting Facilitation


June 11th and 12th, Davenport, IA


Trainers:  Jan LeBahn & Dan Archip


To sign up please contact: mmcinro@dhs.state.ia.us





Building Trust Based Relationships


June 14th and 15th   Cedar Rapids, IA


Family Team Meeting Facilitation


July 12th and 13th, Cedar Rapids, IA


Trainers: Gloria Johnson


To sign up please contact: � HYPERLINK "mailto:anascheel@qwest.net" �� aclymer@psfcr.com �





May's Community Partnership regional meetings will be held at the following locations: 


Central       5/21/07: 	Lutheran Services in Iowa


			1323 Northwestern Ave.


			Ames, Iowa 50010


		


Western     5/23/07: 	Cronks Restaurant and Lounge


			Junction of Hwy’s 30 and 59


			Denison IA


		


Eastern      5/17/07: 	Coralville Public Library


1401 Fifth Street


Coralville, IA





6/21/07  	Community Partnership Executive Committee  Urbandale Public Library, Urbandale ,IA








6/22/07	Community Partnership Statewide Meeting Johnston Public Library, Johnston, Iowa


 


7/25/07-7/26-07 		Immersion Training  


Clive, Iowa


				

















Upcoming Trainings and Events





The Community Partnerships for Protecting Children (CPPC) held a statewide meeting on February 8th. The last item on the agenda of the daylong meeting was ELEVATE. 


ELEVATE is a group of young people who seek to inspire others to new levels of understanding & compassion to the life connection needs of foster care & adoptive teens by sharing their personal stories of hope.  


Three young people in foster care came to speak about their challenging lives and their hopes and dreams for their futures.  All had been trained in public speaking. One of the young ladies shared her story for the first time in front of a group. This young lady moved the crowd to tears with the hardships she has lived through .She shared the joy and successes she now has in her life because she is in a stable foster home.


ELEVATE is motivating young people in foster care across Iowa to speak out and teach us what they need as they become mature Iowans moving into society on their own. They are speaking not only in Iowa but also throughout the United States. They are preparing to go to Washington to meet with our congressional delegation. The people at the Community Partnerships for Protecting Children statewide meeting were so moved by their story that a popcorn bag was passed around in the hopes of providing the funding for the cost of one ELEVATE member to ride the bus to Washington. When one of the young men in ELEVATE counted the popcorn bag full of money there was enough for three members of ELEVATE to go to Washington.


Community Partnerships for Protecting Children now exists in 97 counties in Iowa. We believe that protecting children is everyone’s business.  As part of that belief the POLK County DECAT has been committed to providing funding to ELEVATE since it's inception.  


I want to extend a big Thank You to ELEVATE for reminding us that we need to continue to protect our teenagers and do every thing we can to help you move successfully into the world on your own. We are very proud of you as you use your voices to empower yourselves and other children in the foster care system.











The Community Partnership for Protecting Children (CPPC) DVD was first premiered at the legislative event "Muffins and a Movie" at the Capitol on February 8th in the early morning. There was a good turn out for the event; around 80 individuals (community members, professionals, and legislators) attended. By all accounts the event was a great success and many had the chance to speak to their local legislators and advocate for Community Partnerships.


 The DVD was also shown and copies handed out at the CPPC statewide meeting at the Johnston Public Library February 8th.  Sixty-five people attended the statewide meeting, and all gave rave reviews on the DVD.


For information or ideas on how to engage others using the DVD please visit: � HYPERLINK "http://www.dhs.state.ia.us/dhs2005/cppc/docs/So%20Now%20I%20Have%20This%20Great%20DVD.doc" \o "Document" �Ideas for engaging Community with the CPPC DVD� and � HYPERLINK "http://www.dhs.state.ia.us/dhs2005/cppc/docs/Feb.doc" \o "Document" �Tips on How to Use the CPPC DVD�. 


 For information on how to obtain a copy of the DVD contact: CSchroeder@pcaiowa.org 























Recent Updates to the Community Partnership Website:


� HYPERLINK "http://www.dhs.state.ia.us/dhs2005/cppc/docs/2007 CPPC site contact list.doc" \o "Document" �2007 CPPC Site Contact List�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.dhs.state.ia.us/dhs2005/cppc/docs/2006%20CPPC%20site%20neighborhood%20network%2012-06_Jane.doc" \o "Document" �Community Partnership Sites Neighborhood Networking Activities�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.dhs.state.ia.us/dhs2005/cppc/docs/Levels%20for%20CPPC%202-21-071.doc" \o "Document" �Community Partnership Levels Document�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.dhs.state.ia.us/dhs2005/cppc/networking/legislative_toolkit.html" \o "Site" �Legislative Toolkit�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.dhs.state.ia.us/dhs2005/cppc/networking/Parent%20Partners.html" \o "Site" �Parent Partner Toolkit�
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Update on the DVD
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