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Iowa Physician Assistant Society
6919 Vista Drive
West Des Moines, IA 50266
ph: (515) 282-8192 fax: (515) 282-9117

Charles M. Palmer

[owa Department of Human Services

May 15,2017

Dear Director Palmer,

The Iowa Physician Assistant Society (IPAS) is the state professional association representing the more than 1,250
licensed PAs (physician assistants) across the state of Iowa. IPAS appreciates the opportunity to provide comments to
the Department of Human Services regarding proposed regulation ARC 3040C (IAC 441-108.4; -112.1 thi-u .4, .10,
.11;-113.2 thm .8, .10 thm .18;-114.1; "116.1, .2;-117.1, .7, .8;-156.8;-202.5). IPAS approves of the fact that the rule

explicitly includes PAs under its definition of "health care provider," and adds PAs to be able to provide physical
exams to children prior to placement in foster care. The rule indicates:

202.5(3) The child shall have a physical examination by a physician [A> , advanced registered nurse practitioner, or
a physician assistant <A] before tJie initial placement [D> in <D] [A> into < A] foster care [A> , <A] or [A> the
physical examination shall be scheduled <A] within 14 calendar days of placement. The physician [A> , advanced
registered nurse practitioner, or a physician assistant <A] shall complete a preliminwy screening for dental and

mental health and refer the child to a dentist or mental health professional if 'appropriate.,.

IPAS appreciates your department's recognition of a PA s ability to provide these physical examinations.

However, IPAS is concerned that language within the regulation does not explicitly mention a PA'S ability to sign
authorizations with medical reasons for alternative sleeping positions for infants. However, it does indicate a
physician's ability to do so. Specifically, the rule states:

[A> 7. If an alternate sleeping position is needed, a signed physician authorization •with statement of medical reason
is required. <A]

Utilizing this physician-centric language seems to restrict other qualified health professionals, such as PAs, from
making this determination and authorization. Consequently, IPAS requests that the Department of Human Services
explicitly indicate that PAs may also provide a signed authorization with statement of medical reason for an alternative
sleeping position for infants. IfPAs are prohibited from performing this task, the Department's exclusionary policy
may lead to an inefficient pause in the continuity of care, as the decision a PA makes for what is in the best interest of
an infant will need to be documented by a physician. Instead, PAs, who are fully competent professionals, and an
integral part of the healthcare system, should be permitted to use their broad medical training to help practices manage
the increasing demand for health services.

Thank you for your time and attention to this matter, If further information is needed, please feel free to contact us at
the e-mail or numbers below.

RespectjEuIly,

Jared Wiebel
President
Iowa Physician Assistant Society

www.iapasociety.org * info@iapasociety.org
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rule changes
1 message

Tina Royer <Tina.Royer@Isiowa.org> Tue, May 16. 2017 at 8:53 AM
To; "policyanalysis@dhs.state.ia.us" <policyanalysis@dhs.state.ia.us>

1 have some questions or comments about the proposed rule changes related to foster parents.

Page 6 - (5) 3 regarding sleeping of an infant, #3. "Infants shall not be allowed to sleep on a bed, sofa, air mattress. . ..
could this be clarified to add while a foster parent is not awake? What does one do when a baby falls asleep in a bouncy
seat, swing or car seat?

#6 does a baby monitor allow for foster parents to sleep- does the baby have to be in the foster parent bedroom if
observed by sight and sound???

7e video baby monitor allowed for an infant or child under the age of 2?

Page 15 talks about foster parents being certified in First Aid every 3 years AND maintain a certificate or card indicating
the date of the training and the expiration date of the training. What if it expires in 2 years like it does now?

Those were the key things I caught. With pools and a non climbable fence. I'm guessing that would eliminate chain-
link fences?

Tina Royer, LBSW | Support Renewal Supervisor
Iowa KidsNet
LSI: People Focused "Results Driven | lowaKidsNet
315 5th Avenue South [ Clinton, Iowa 52733

Phone: 563-243-8200 | Fax: 563-243-8210 | Mobile: 563-357-8687

www.LSIowa.org

www.lowaKidsNet.com

LSI STANDS WITH REFUGEES. Will you stand with us? www.iowastandswithrefugees.org

LSI
Lutheran Services in Iowa Confidentiality Notice
The information contained m this communication maybe confidential, is intended only for the use of the recjpient(s) named above, and maybe legally
privileged. If the reader of this message is not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution, or copying of this
communication, or any of ils contents, is strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please return it to the sender immediately
and delete the original message and any copy of it from your computer system. If you have any questions concerning this message, please contact the
sender.

https://mai[.google.com/mail/b/492/u/0/?uJ=2&jk=5d4fcb1336&view=pt&search=inbox&th=15cH89248832950&sjml=15c1189248832950 1/1
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comments on 113 code proposed changes
1 message

Ann Kopf <Akopf@fouroaks.org> Tue, May 16, 2017 at 9:41 AM
To: "policyanalysis@dhs.state.ia.us" <policyanalysis@dhs.state.ia.us>
Cc: Ann Kopf <Akopf@fouroaks.org>

Attached are some comments regarding the proposed changes to Ch 113.

j^nn Xqpf

Service ^Area LeacCer

Io/wa Xids^fet

319-784-2147 office

319-560-2875 ceCC

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This message, including any attachments, is for the sole use of the intended recipient(s)
and may contain confidential and privileged information. Any unauthorized review, use, disclosure or distribution is
prohibited. If you are not the intended recipient, please contact the sender by reply e-rnaii and destroy all copies of the
original message. The views expressed in this communication are that of the individual and shall not be construed as
those of Four Oaks Family and Children's Services or any of its entities.

[gpl Comments on proposed 113 rule changes.docx
17K

https;//mail.google.com/maJI/b/492/u/0/?ui=2&ik=5d4fcb1336&view=pt&search=inbox&th=15c11b4a8f8a8f82&simi=15cHb4a8f8a8f82 1/1



Comments on proposed 113 rule changes:

• All forms that specify male orfemale/mother/fatherneedto be modified to reflect as Applicant
1 and Applicant 1, particularly the Physician's Heath Report/Mentai Health form. For the Mental

Health form/ needs to be modified to state that the family member seen by that
therapist/psychiatrist is approved versus all family members.

Also occasionally there are more than 2 applicants in a household and that becomes
difficult as we have to have multiple applications then.

• 113.4(1) Proposed change allows only for families up to 8 children. We currently have families
with more than that who do very well and this would eliminate some of those families from
Hcensure at all. Many of these have adopted sibs and that's how they arrived at that number. I
know it is a good concept but needs to be case by case versus in code. That also eliminates

children who had previously been in the home from going back due to the variance restrictions

proposed.

Allowing both licensing variance and child specific variance at the same time is positive.

• 113.5c Concern about the lack of definition of an above ground swimming pool. It seems that a
hard plastic child's pool or even the blow up small chiid's pool would have to have a fence or be

covered by an ASRM approved cover.

113.5c3 What constitutes a "nonclimbable" fence for an in-ground pool?

• 113.5b They are proposing taking out that Foster parents shall have a designated bedroom - so

they could sleep in the living room on a chair or couch?

• 113.5(3)e Families wiil use a video baby monitor often times - is that not allowed?

• 113.8(2) All foster parents need to maintain CPR and first aid training. Those training
certificate/cards are either for 2 or 3 year renewal so is there some consistency that is being
applied to that?

• 113.18(1) A written report of the foster parents' method of training and discipline shall be
included in the home study evaiuation-is there a form for this written report? What is to be
included and are there consequences for the family?

• 117.7(237} Foster Parent Training Plan is really not useful for families or planning for trainings
specific to them. Is it being modified and it sounds like we sti!l have to complete two separate
training plans for a family for renewal iicensure. Not beneficiai for famiiies.

• 156.8(7) What constitutes a certified respite provider? Are those the adoptive family option for
respite or is that a formal program such as ARC? it also adds that these Certified Respite

Providers deliver respite for at ieast 5 hours a day at $20 per day. if it is actually not a formal
program/ it would be better to not have a time frame as a minimum.
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Regarding Rule Changes by DHS
1 message

Rev. Luke B. Wynja <lukewynja@cs.com>
To: PolicyAnalysis@dhs.state.ia.us

To Whom it May Concern,

Having read the Proposed rule changes by DHS regarding Foster care,
wise. There is one part where I would recommend a change.

Tue, May 16, 2017 at 11:32 AM

overall appreciate them and think that they are

Under Item 14 on the proposed rule changes, it seems to exclude licence to any family with more than 8 children total.
While these sorts of rules are generally wise and are placed for a reason, there might be reasons to offer a licence and
to allow for more than 8 children beyond the reasons listed in the policy. In particular, there are some families where both
parents are often present, grandparents and extended family are present, there are families with primarily older children
that could easily care for a small child, families with specific skill sets, and etc. There might be many other situations
where a variance might be relevant, and so I would encourage DHS to allow the licencing workers and those that work
with foster families to submit a plan for how adequate supervision will be provided for more than eight children, and that
if that plan is reasonable and that the parents and children demonstrate that parenting is effectively happening, that a
variance be issued. The specific wording I would recommend is in bold below!

(2) A variance beyond the maximum capacity of the foster home license is needed for the placement of a specific child
in foster family care. A child-specific variance shall end when that child leaves the placement or any other change brings
the family into licensed capacity. Unless a variance is needed for the placement of a sibling(s) of a foster child already
in the home, or to keep siblings together, the maximum number of children in the home shall not exceed eight under
normal circumstances, and a specific evaluation of the academic and social success of the children already in
the home and a supervision plan must be submitted for beyond eight children. A family may have both a licensing
and a child-specific variance concurrentiy.

Thanks!

Rev. Luke B. Wynja
Foster Parent, O'Brien County, Iowa
712-261-1426

https://m ail.google.com/mai l/b/492/u/0/?ui=2&ik=5d4fcb1336&view=pt&search=inbox&th=15c121a5d516c096&siml=15c121a5d516c096 1/1
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police changes
1 message

Becky Groeneweg <Becky.Groeneweg@lsiowa.org> Tue. May 16, 2017 at 10:40 AM
To: "PolicyAnalysis@dhs.state.ia.us" <PolicyAnalysis@dhs.state.ia.us>

In regards to the proposed policy changes some comments etc.

Item 14, 2. As far as not approving a variance for a family with chHdren over the number of 8, that will eliminate some
good homes that we have. One family I have worked with has 9 children adopted and biological that do not have any
special needs. They have been issued a variance for 2 in the past however this indicates that no matter what beings
they have 8 children they will not be issued a variance at all unless for sibling group, which is fine they will take a sibling
group, but want to make sure that I am reading this right. We have done a lot of work proving their ability to continue
caring for foster children. They are a great home, have great knowledge, great supports and work wonderful with
biological parents.

113.5 Bedrooms for foster children, Sleeping infants shall be actively observed by sight and sound.- what does this mean?
That they need to have a monitor in the bedroom and video monitor of the baby. Unrealistic to say a foster family needs to

watch the child at all times as they need to be able to sleep??

Video or surveillance cameras are not allowed in children's bedrooms or In any bathroom in

the home. This has been required in some safety plans with DHS to monitor the daily activities of children who have
boundary issues. I understand this in the bathroom however the bedroom is usually for safety reasons, and could be worded
as not allowed when children are changing etc however what about when sleeping or playing.

441—117.7(237) Required in-service training. Please do away with the training plan, this is not helpful. The foster
homes attend trainings that pertain to the children in their home no specific to how they fill out this form.

(3) Except for the classes for the mandatory reporters reporter training on child abuse identification

class, cardiopulmonary resuscitation, and first aid, training credit will not be allowed for any in-service

training class that Is repeated unless the class has been updated with new information.-! think that Mandatory reporter and
CPR, first aid are trainings that should be counted towards training especially due to the importance of taking these two

classes and how they relate to families taking children into their home. These family take very good care of children and
they take this for the care of children. They work hard attending training and now we are asking them to not only find 6

hours a training a year but to pay for another 4 hours training every 3 years. CPR and first aid classes are hard to find and

re expensive, we need to give our foster parents credit for the action steps that they take.

Becky Groeneweg, BSW J Support Renewal Supervisor
Iowa KidsNet
LSI: People Focused • Results Driven
205 South 7th Street I Denison, Iowa 51442

https://mai!.google.com/mail/b/492/u/0/?ui=2&jk=5d4fcb1336&view=pt&search=jnbo>;&th=15c11eb5c691df60&siml=15c11eb5c691df60 1/2
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www.LSIowa.org

LSt STANDS WITH REFUGEES. Will you stand with us? www.iowastandswithrefugees.org

LSI
Lutheran Services in Iowa Confidentiality Notice
The information contained in this communication may be confidential, is intended only for the use of the recipients) named above, and may be legally
privileged. If the reader of this message is not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution, or copying of this
communication, or any of its contents, is strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please return it to the sender immediately
and delete the original message and any copy of it from your computer system. If you have any questions concerning this message, please contact the
sender
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Proposed Changes
1 message

Emily Felderman <emily.felderman11@gmail.com> Tue, May 16, 2017 at 10:49 AM
To: policyanalysis@dhs.state.ia.us

Hi,

We are current foster parents and read through the changes that are being proposed. We have a concern that we've
shared below.

113.5(3)

3. ... No child shall be allowed to sleep in any item not designed for sleeping including, but not limited to, an infant seat,
car seat, swing, or bouncy seat.

6. Sleeping infants shall be actively observed by sight and sound.

We currently have an infant placed in our home. She sleeps an average of 16 hours per day. Due to the policy in point 3
which prohibits her from napping in other areas around the house, all of that time is spent in her crib. If we were required
to actively observe her by sight and sound, not only would we never get any sleep, but we would have to ignore our other
children and all our other duties to sit and watch her.

If the bedroom and crib are free of hazards and the infant is properly clothed and laid down, we believe the rest should
be left to the prudent parenting you frequently reference. Even the need for a sound monitor greatly depends on the
layout and acoustics of each individual home. That is something that should be left up to foster parents to determine.

Thank you for your time.

Marshall and Emily Felderman

https://mail.google.com/mail/h/492/u/0/?ui=2&ik=5d4fcb1336&view=pt&search=inbox&th=15c11f33ec58e6ca&siml=15c11f33ec58e6ca 1/1
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Proposed foster parent rule changes - comments
1 message

Snider Lisa A <SniderLisaA@johndeere.com> Tue, May 16, 2017 at 11:19 AM
To: "policyanalysis@dhs.state.ia.us" <policyanalysis@dhs.state.ia.us>
Cc: Snider Lisa A <SniderLisaA@johndeere.com>

In regards to 113.5(3) - Infants shall not be allowed to sleep on a bed. sofa, air mattress or other soft surface. No child
shatf be allowed to sleep in any item not designed for sleeping including, but not limited to, an infant seat. car seat,
swing, or bouncv sleep. This is not feasible or realistic - this would mean if you are traveling in a car and the baby falls
asleep in his car seat - you would need to wake him? This needs to be much clearer on what the intent is.

In regards to 113.5 (3) - Sleeping infants shall be QCtivelv obsen/ed by sight and sound- this is impossible. How and
when is the foster parent supposed to sleep (i.e., at night)??

In regards to 113.5 (3) - Video or surveillance cameras are not allowed in children's bedrooms or in any bathroom in the
home. Does also include baby monitors/cameras in nurseries - as these tools can be used to actively obsen/e by sight
and sound sleeping infants (see above) when not in the same room as the sleeping baby.

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/492/u/0/?ui=2&jk=5d4fcb1336&view=pt&search=inbox&th=15c120f0fb7ded9f&siml=15c120f0fb7ded9f 1/2
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113.5(3) Bedrooms for footer chi^ren.
rt. Bedrooms ilifill either have been commicted for the purpose of providing &Ieephi£!

accommodAtion or i^mocleled for sl^tipmg to ]>rovide prop^' l^nt iwut ventilation. BecUoom additions to
A home shall meet bmlcimg codfi requheiuents. Alt bedioom^usedby to-ster cliildren my^ f>hall have:

{1) and (2) No eliai^e.
(3) An unobsimcted, operable window tltitl open^ from lh<; inside that is \^^ ^no»ati to aUow for

5^Uln^"ct^ exit by n fo$tei clulcl.
(4) A closet, wardrobe, amioire. or dresser fw the cliild's clotlies: and
(5) A stand<ud bed. or n crib for infants and tocklkrs wlio caiuiot safely use a stdiidard bedr. a crib

orciib-likefiinuturewluctihas^^^^

to rest conifpitably aiiclwliich meets the cuiTa
Product Safety Comnus<iion orASTM IntemaTJonnl for jm-emle products for each cliild luider ^vo years
of ngd if developm^ntally appropriate. The provider ihall follow ^{s slffdp piactice^ fis reconunendecl

by the AtUfiricaii Academy ofP<idiatric& tor int'h«ts under the age of one. Saffi mfant sleep prtictice& &haII
confonii to the toUowma standiuds:

1. InfanK shall always be placed on thffii backs tor sleep.
2- Infants ^hall be phcecl on a fiiin umttre$s witli <i li^lu filtims $li<?ei that me^ts U.S, Coi^mner

Product Safety Co«ums->ion federnl $t^n<l<^r<k,
3. Infants sh^H not be allowed To sleep on a bed. sofa. air mattress or otlnir $oft $urface. No chikl

t.hall be nllowed ^slffsp_in^tiyi^»mot designed forsie^Dtns inchtdin?,•J?ttt_noil Jnnlte^ l0' i111 ln^anT

$t?<u car seat. swiu?. or bouitcy $eat,

4, No toys. soft objects. stuffed anhnal^ ptUows. bumper pads. blankets. or loose beddina sliall

be allowed in the sleepma area with the infant.

5. No co-sleepmg shall be aUowed,
I 6. Sleepina intant.^ shall be activetv observed by sialit and soimd. I

7. If an alternate sld^pm^ position J& needed, a iii^iifid pliysicinn autliorizrttton with statement of

medical reason h required.

b. to d No chanse.

e_ Video or &iuveiUancfi_camei9s are i»ot iillowed m eliilch-en's bediooius or m any barlu'oom m

[the home.

Regards,
Lisa Snider- IA Foster Parent

3040C.PDF
207K

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/492/u/0/?ui=2&ik=5d4fcb1336&view=pt&search=inbox&th=15c120f0fb7ded9f&siml=15c120f0fb7ded9f 2/2



ARC 3040C

HUMAN SERVICES DEPARTMENT[441]
Notice of Intended Action

Twenty-five interested persons, a governmental subdivision, an agency or association of 25 or more
persons may demand an oral presentation hereon as provided in Iowa Code section 17A.4(1) b,

Notice is also given to the public that the Administrative Rules Review Committee may, on its own
motion or on written request by any individual or group, review this proposed action under section
17A.8(6) at a regular or special meeting where the public or interested persons may be heard.

Pursuant to the authority of Iowa Code section 217,6, the Department of Human Services hereby gives
Notice of Intended Action to amend Chapter 108, "Licensing and Regulation of Child-P lacing Agencies,
Chapter 112, "Licensing and Regulation of Child Foster Care Facilities/' Chapter 113, "Licensing and

Regulation of Foster Family Homes," Chapter 114, "Licensing and Regulation of Alt Group Living
Foster Care Facilities for Children," Chapter 116, "Licensing and Regulation of Residential Facilities

for Mentally Retarded Children," Chapter 117, "Foster Parent Training," Chapter 156, "Payments for

Foster Care," and Chapter 202, "Foster Care Placement and Services," Iowa Administrative Code.
These proposed amendments revise outdated terminology and regulations and align the rules with

child care regulations and needed revisions for contractor requirements for preservice training for the

recruitment, retention, training and support contracts effective July 1, 2017.
Any interested person may make written comments on the proposed amendments on or before

May 16, 2017. Comments should be directed to Harry Rossander, Bureau of Policy Coordination,
Department of Human Services, Hoover State Office Building, Fifth Floor, 1305 East Walnut Street,
Des Moines, Iowa 50319-0114. Comments may be sent by fax to (515)281-4980 or by e-mail to

policyanalysis@dhs. state .ia.us.

These amendments do not provide for waivers in specified situations because requests for the waiver
of any rule may be submitted under the Department's general rule on exceptions at 441—1.8(17A,217).

After analysis and review of this mle making, no impact on jobs has been found.
These amendments are intended to implement Iowa Code section 217.6.

The following amendments are proposed.

ITEM 1. Amend rule 441—108.4(238) as follows:

441—108.4(238) Staff qualifications. An agency omployco or volunteer [ihall bo a pcroon of good

eharaeter, emotional stability, and'have necessary ability, experience, and education to perform the duties
assigned. An employee or volunteer shall not-have-a-erimina! record or founded child abuse report;~yfties&

the department 'has "evaluated the crime or founded-report and concluded that the crime or repcff^ees

not merit prohibition of employment or licensure.
108.4(1) Qualifications for all staff. A child-placing agency employee or volunteer shall be

emotionally stable and have the experience and education to perform the duties assigned. The agency
shall not employ any person or give any person direct volunteer responsibility for a child or access to
a child when the child is alone if that person has been convicted of a crime involving tlie misti'eatment

or exploitation of a child. The agency shall not employ any person or give any person direct volunteer
responsibility for a child or access to a child when the child is alone if that person has a record of _a
criminal conviction or founded child abuse report unless the department has evaluated the crime or

abuse and determined that the crime or abuse does not merit prohibition of volunteering or employment.
If the child-placins agency is out of state, the agency shall complete that state's child abuse record
check and a criminal record check.

a. If a record of criminal conviction or founded child abuse exists, the person shall be offered the

opportunity to complete and submit Iowa's Record Check Bvaluation form.
b. In its evaluation, the department shall consider;



(1) The nature and seriousness of the crime or founded abuse in relation to the employment or

volunteerpositipn souglit;
(2) The time elapsed since the commission of the crime or founded abuse;
(3) The circumstances under which the crime or founded abuse wascommitted;

(4) The degree of rehabilitation; and
(5) The number of crimes or founded abuses corn by the person mYolved.
c. The agency shall maintain the following information with respect to each staff person;
(1) Documentation that a criminal record check with the Iowa division of criminal investigation has

been completed on the staff person prior to the staff person's providing any care or service directly or
indirectly to children under the care of the agency. A copy of the department s evaluation of the criminal

record check shall be kept in the staff record.
(2) A written, signed and dated statement furnished by the staff person which discloses any founded

reports of child abuse on the person that may exist prior to the staff person s providing any care or services
to or on behalf of the facility.

(3) Documentation that a child abuse record clieck of the staff person has been completed with the

Iowa central abuse registry for any founded reports of child abuse prior to the staff person's providing any
care or sei-vices directly or indirectly to children under the care of the agency. A copy of the department s
evaluation of this child abuse record check shall be kept in the staff record^

108.4(2) Contracted employees. A chUd-placing agency which contracts for services sliall

ensure that contracted employees meet the same qualifications, training, and evaluation requirements as
those of workers in employed positions. A child-placing agency is responsible for the services provided

by contracted providers as well as volunteers and agency employees.
108.4(3) Qualifications of admmistrator. An agency administrator shall possess one of the

following:
a. and b. No change.

108.4(4) Caseworker qualifications. Therapy and counseling services, psychosocial
evaluation and assessment and care plan development shall be provided by staff who meet one of the
following minimum education and experience criteria:

a. to e. No change.

108.4(5) Person filling more than one position. A person functioning in more than one
position specified by these rules shall meet the requirements for each of the positions the person fills.

ITEM 2. Amend rule 441—112.1(237) as follows:

441—112.1(237) Applicability. This chapter relates to licensing procedures for all child foster care
facilities authorized by Iowa Code chapter 237. Rules relating to specific types of facilities are located
in 441—Chapter 113, "Licensing and Regulation of Foster Family Homes," 441—Chapter 114,
"Licensing and Regulation of All Group Living Foster Care Facilities for Children," 441—Chapter 115,
"Licensing and Regulation of Comprehensive Residential Facilities for Children," and 441—Chapter
116, "Licensing and Regulation of Residential Facilities for Mentally P^ctardcd Children With an

Intellectual Disability.

This rule is intended to implement Iowa Code chapter 237.

ITEM 3. Amend rule 441—112.2(237), definitions of "Applicant," "Foster family home," "Group
facility" and "Residential facility for mentally retarded children, as follows:

"Applicant:

1, 1:he' applicant for Fw a foster family home license^thej^licant is the foster parent or'parente
person or persons applying.

2. For a proprietary child caring facility, the applicant is the owner of the facility.
3. For facilities having a board of directors, the applicant may be the president of the board or the

board's designee.



"Foster family home " means a home in which an Individual person or persons or a married couple

who wishes to provide or is providing, for a period exceeding 24 consecutive hours, board, room, and
care for a child in a single family living unit.

"Group facility" means a community residential facility, a comprehensive residential facility, or a
residential facility for meata-Uy-retarded children with_an intellectual disability.

"Residential facility far montally retai'4e4 children with an intellectual disability" means any

residential facility which selves children w'ho meet the definition of' mentally retarded with an
intellectual disability as defined in Iowa Code chapter 222.

ITEM 4. Amend paragraph 112.3(l)<ta" as follows:

a. Foster family care, A person wishing to apply to be a foster parent shall contact the
department's recruitment and retention contractor at lm800'2/13 0756 in Ihe applicable service area to

request an application packet. This procedure also applies to:
(1) and (2) No change.

ITEM 5. Amend paragraph U2.3(4)<(a" as follows:
a. Before it results in adverse action, a founded abuse report on a director, a sole proprietor

involved in the facility's operation, or any facility staffer foster parent applicant shall be evaluated by

the department to determine if the abuse merits prohibition of employment or licensure.

ITEM 6. Amend rule 441—112.4(237) as follows:

441—112.4(237) License.

112.4(1) and 112.4(2) No change.
112.4(3) When corrective action is completed on or before the date specified on a provisional or

renewal license, a full license shall be issued for the remainder of the licensure term.

112.4(4) When the corrective action is not completed by the date specified on a provisional or
renewal license, a full license shall be denied.

112.4(5) No change.
112.4(6) A foster family home license shall be approved for a term of one year for the first and

second years oflicensure. Thereafter, the license shall be approved for a term of two years unless it is
determined by the administrator that a one-year license may shall be issued. A group facility license

shall be approved for a term of one to three years according to the following criteria:
a. to c. No change.

This rule is intended to implement Iowa Code sections 237.3 and 237.5.

ITEM 7. Amend rule 441—112.10(232) as follows:

441—112.10(232) Mandatory reporting of child abuse.

112.10(1) No change.
112,10(2) Required training. Within one-ye-ar-ef becoming a After completing the initial mandatory

reporter training, and every five years thereafter, any person required to make a report under subrule
112.10(1) shall complete two hours of training relating to the identification and reporting of child abuse.

112.10(3) No change.

112.10(4) Training content.
a. Training in child abuse identification shall include physical and behavioral signs of physical

abuse, denial of critical care., aft4 sexual abuse and other categories of child abuse pursuant to Iowa
Code section 232.68.

b. No change.

112.10(5) No change.
This rule is intended to implement Iowa Code section 232.69.

ITEM 8. Amend rule 441—112.11(237) as follows:

441—112.11(237) Required training on the reasonable and prudent parent standard. Each group
facility shall have an on-site official authorized to apply the reasonable and prudent parent standard as
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defined in rule 441—202.1(234). Within one year of being identified as an authorized on-site official,

each authorized official shall complete the same department-approved training on the reasonable and
prudent parent standard in the same manner as required for prospective foster parents and referenced in
441—submle U7.8f6) 117.1(4).

ITEM 9. Amend rule 441—113.2(237), definition of "Foster family home," as follows:

"Foster family home " means a home in which an individual person or persons or a married couple

who wishes to provide or is providing, for a period exceeding 24 consecutive hours, board, room, and
care for a child in a single family living unit.

ITEM 10. Adopt the following new definitions of "Health care provider" and "Public water

supply system (PWS)" in rule 441—113.2(237);
"Health care provider" means a licensed medical doctor, doctor of osteopathy, physician assistant

or advanced registered nurse practitioner who completes a health report.
"Public water supply system (PWS) " means a system for the provision to the public of water for

human consumption through pipes or other constructed conveyances, if such system has at least 15

service connections or regularly serves an average of at least 25 individuals daily at least 60 days out of
the year.

ITEM 11. Amend submle 113.3(1) as follows:

113.3(1) Application. Applications for an initial license to operate a foster family home shall be
submitted and processed as directed in mle 441—112.3(237). In addition to the application form, the
applicant shall submit the following forms during the licensing process:

a. and b. No change.

-Form '170 3226, HIV General Agrooment, to indicate choicea about caring for children who
have or are at risk for H-P/-ittfe©t-ioi^

4- c_ Form 470-0693, Foster Care Private Water Supply Survey, if applicable,
er d^_ Form 470-4657, Floor Plan. A The applicant or therecruitment and retention provider sliall

complete a drawing of the floor plan of the family's home.
fi- e^ If licensed to drive, a copy of the driver's license and motor vehicle insurance.

ITEM 12. Amend submle 1 13.3(4) as follows:
113.3(4) Home study. Tlie worker for the recruitment and retention contractor shall complete a

family home study.
a. Process, Information for the home study is gathered primarily through the required preservice

training as described in rule 441—117.1(237). In addition:
(1) The worker shall hold at least two face-to-face interviews with the applicant with one of the

In'te.rvlews taking place in the applicant's home.

(2) The worker shall hold at least one face-to-face interview with each member of the household
in the applicant's home.

(3) At least one of the interviews-shay-take ""plaee^at-t^e applicant's home. A physical inspection
of the home is required. The worker shall use the Foster Family Survey Report to comp'letethe physical
inspection of the home to verify compliance with the licensing and regulation standards in this chapter.

(4) No change.
b. Family assessment topics. The assessment of the prospective foster family shall evaluate the

family's ability to parent a special needs child. The assessment shall include the following:

(1) to (5) No change.
(6) ¥he An evaluation of the applicant's willingness to accept a child who has medical problems

(such as HIV), mental retardation an intellectual disability, or emotional or behavioral problems. The
applicant shall complete Form 470-3226, HIV General Agreement, to indicate choices about caring for

children who have or are at risk for HIV infection.

(7) to (16) No change.
c. Written report. The recruitment and retention contractor shall prepare a written report of the

family assessment using Form /i70'/f029, .BS-MAPP-Famtly Profile Summaiy, and RC-0025,-^fom©



Study Summary and P^ecommendation Outline Form 470-5436, Resource Parent Home Study. The

summaiy Resoyrce Parent Home Study shall include a recommendation for the number, age, sex,
characteristics, and special needs of a child or children the family can best parent^ and any other
pertinent information in making the licensing recommendation. The home study shall be maintained

in the foster family record.

ITEM 13. Amend paragraph 113.3(5)<<a" as follows:

a. Upon approval, the department shall issue the applicant a foster family home license as
described at rule 441—112.4(237) to care for. The license shall indicate the licensed capacity for the

number of foster children allowed approved for placement in the foster family home under subrulc
113.4(1).

ITEM 14. Amend paragraph 113.4(l)"c" as follows:

c. Meet one of the following criteria:
^—A-varianee-is-neeessary to keep a sibling group together—No'-var-ianee shall be granted if the

foster home is at iieensed-capacity and there are no members of the sibi'in^gr-oup in the foster home.
(S) (1) The foster parents have three or more children in the home and have shown the ability to

parent a large number of children. A licensing variance may be approved at initial or renewal Ucensure
to allow the placement of up to three foster children as set forth in the chart below:

No. of Children in the Home
(birth/reiatEve/adoptive pEacements)

0 children

1 child

2 children

3 children

4 children

5 or more children

Maximum License Capacity:

Without variance

5

4
3
2

1

Not applicable

With variance

Not applicable

Not applicable

Not applicabie

3

3
3

^ (2} A variance beyond the maximum capacity of the foster home license is needed for the
placement of a specific child in foster family care. A child-speciflc variance shall end when that child

leaves the placement or any other change brings the family into licensed capacity. Unless a variance is
needed for the placement ofasiblm^(s)ofa foster child already in the home, or to keep siblings together,
the maximum number of children in the home shall not exceed eight. A family may have both a licensing
and a child-specific variance;concurren£l.y.

ITEM 15. Amend submle 113.5(2) as follows:

113.5(2) Grounds.

a. No change.

b. The foster child shall be adequately supervised and protected against hazards including, but not

limited to, traffic, peels bqdies_ofwater, railroads, waste material, and contaminated water. The foster
parent shall provide environmental protectipns such as door alarms, baby monitors^^ and foliage
barriers.

c. When there is a swimming pool on the premises:
(1) An aboveground or in-ground swimming pool that is not fenced shall be covered whenever

the pool is not in use. The cover shall meet or exceed the ASTM International (formerly known^asjhe

American Society for Testing and Materials) specification intended to reduce the risk of drowning by
inhibiting access to the water by children under five years of age.

(2) An uncovered aboveground swjmmmg pool shall be enclosed with an apgroved fence that is
nonclimbable and is at least four feet high. The height of the side of the pool may be included.

(3) An uncovered in-ground swimming pool shall be enclosed with an approved fence that is
noncllmbable and is at least four feet high and flush with the ground.



d. If children are allowed to use an aboyegroundor in-ground swimming pool; or other body of

water:

(1) Equipment needed to rescue a child or adult shall be readily accessible.
(2) The foster parent shall accompany the children and provide constant and active supervision

while the chUdren use the pool.

ITEM 16. Amend submle 113.5(3) as follows:
113.5(3) Bedrooms for foster children.
a. Bedrooms shall either have been constructed for the purpose of providing sleeping

accommodation or remodeled for sleeping to provide proper heat and ventilation. Bedroom additions to
a home shall meet building code requirements. All bedrooms used by foster children must shall have:

(1) and (2) No change.
(3) An unobstmcted, operable window that opens from the inside that is large enough to allow for

an unrestrictpd exit by a foster child;
(4) A closet, wardrobe, armoire, or dresser for the child s clothes; and
(5) A standard bed, or a crib for infants and toddlers who cannot safely use a standard bed-3_a_cnb

or crib-like furniture which has a waterproof mattress covering and sufficient bedding to enable a child
to rest comfortably and which meets the current standards or recommendations from the U.S. Consumer

Product Safety Commission or ASTM: International for jyyenile products for each child under two^years
of age if developmentally appropriate. The provider shall follow safe sleep practices as recommended
by the American Academy of Pediatrics for infants under the age of one. Safe infant sleep practices shall

conform to the following standards:
1. Infants shall always be placed on their backs for sleep.
2. Infants shall be placed on a firm mattress with a tight fitting sheet that meets U.S. Consumer

Product Safety Commission federal standards.

3. Infants shall not be allowed to sleep on a bed, sofa, air mattress prother soft surface. No child
shall be allowed to sleep in any item not designed for sleeping including, but not limited to, an infant

seat, car seat, swins, or bouncy seat.

4. No toys, soft objects, stuffed animals, pillows, bumper pads, blankets, or loose bedding shall
be allowed in the sleeping area with the infant.

5. No co-sleeping shall be allowed.
6. Sleeping infants shall be actively observed by sight and sound.
7. If an alternate sleeping position is needed, a signed physician authorization with statement of

medical reason is required.
b. to d. No change.

e__Video or surveillance cameras are not allowed in children's bedrooms or in any bathroom in

the home.

e-j. Bedrooms belowground shall:

(1) to (4) No change.
(5) Have a finished ceiling such as drywall or a drop celling; and

(6) No change,

ITEM 17. Amend submle 113.5(6) as follows:

113.5(6) Physical care standards for foster children.
a. Grouping children in bedrooms shall take into consideration the age and sex of children.

(1) No change.
(S)—Foslor children over the age of 2 shall not share a bedroom with any person over the age of 18

in the home unless approved by the-soeial work administrator or designee-.-
^) {2} Foster children shall not share a bed with any other child. The social work administrator

may approve a waiver of this policy.

b. Foster parents -shaU-have-a designated bedroom. Children 2 years of age or older shall be

provided bedroom space other than in the foster parents' bedroom. Foster children under the age of 2

may share a bedroom with the foster parent.



c. There shall be provisions a plan for isolating from other healthy children^ from a child who is

ill or suspected of having a contagious disease.

d. No change.

e. Linens shall be changed at least weekly and more frequently for children with bladder or bowel

eonti-el-problems: Bedding shall be clean, odor-free,andfreepfymie_andfeces^

f: — Waterproof mattress covers-shall-be-provi^ed for children under three years of age and foi-a»y-

child who lacks bowel or bladder-control;
g-, —Individual space shall be provided for the child's clothes-arKi-personal possessions.

h-j. Foster parents shall follow universal precautions to reduce exposure to bloodborne pathogens
and other infectious materials when providing care to all children placed in their physical custody.

•h—Ghi-kiren-undep-the age of 1 year shall be placed on their backs-whea-sleeping unless otherwise

authorized in writing by a physician;
p g_ Smoking and yaping shall be prohibited in the foster home or any vehicle when the foster

child is present.

ITEM 18. Amend paragraph U3.5(10)"a" as follows:

a. The heating plant shall have a capacity to maintain a temperature of approximately 65 degrees
Fahrenheit- in the bedrooms with the door closed.

(-}-)—At-a~pomt-^4-4ttehes from the floor during the day in severe weathe^-aad

(2)—In the bedrooms with the door closed.'

ITEM 19. Amend rule 441—113.6(237) as follows:

441—113.6(237) Sanitation, water, and waste disposal.
113.6(1) Food preparation and storage. Food preparation areas shall be clean^ and there shall be

facilities to store perishable food at cold temperatures and storage areas for other nonperishable food

supplies.
4"1-^€(2) Milk supply. Fluid or powdered miUc suffieient-te-ffleet the needs of the foster child shall

be provided.
113.6(3) 113.6(2) Public water supply. The water supply is approved when the water is obtained

from a public water supply system.
,11.3,6(4) 113.6(3) Private water supply.
a. Each privately operated water supply shall be attmia-lty-eheeked tested prior to initial Ucensure

and annually tested before the license is renewed and evaluated for obvious deficiencies such as open or
loose well tops or platforms and poor drainage around the wells.

b. to d. No change.

e. When the water sample is not approved, no foster family home license shall be issued until the
foster parents provide a written statement that foster children will be provided potable water, including

where U the water will be obtained^ and how it will be transported and stored.

(1) No change.
(2) Aftftual- When the family has made ongoing alternative arrangements for the use of safe, potable

water, annual testing of the water may be waived after the private water supply has tested unpotab Ie for
three consecutive years when-t-he-famLly-has made ongoing alternative arrangements^or the use of safe,

potable'watey.

113.6{4) Sewage treatment.
a. and b. No change.

113.6(6) 113.6(5) Garbage storage and disposal.

a. and b. No change.

This rule Is intended to implement Iowa Code section 237.3,



ITEM 20. Amend rule 441—1 13.7(237) as follows:

441—113.7(237) Safety.

113.7(1) Fire protection for bedrooms. Any floor of a house, including the basement, used for the
sleeping of foster children shall be equipped with the following:

a. A working smoke detector. On fipprs that are used for sleeping, the smoke detectorshatl^be
in a location where sleeping areas can be alerted. For hearing-impaired children, the foster parent shall
install a smoke detector in the child's bedroom that will use an alternative means of waking the child.

b. and c. No change.

113.7(2) No change.
113.7(3) Safety plan. The family shall have an emergency safety plan to be used in case of for

fire, tornado, blizzard, flood, other natural or manmade disasters, accidents, medical issues, and other
life-threatening situations for children in out-of-home placements. The safety plans shall state the action

that the foster parents and children are to take in each simation that may occur.
a. Safety The safety plans for fire and tornadoes shall be deeumented and reviewed with foster

children at the time of placement aft4, Fire and tornado plans shall be practiced with the foster children

throughout the year within one week of placement and no less than annually thereafter.

b. In the case of a disaster requiring evacuation of the foster home, the foster parents shall notify
the department of the evacuation and the address and telephone number of the foster parents' temporary
residence within 4S 24 hours after evacuation.

c. No change.

113.7(4) Medications and poisonous substances. All prescription medications and poisonous^Joxic^
or otherwise unsafe substances shall be kept in a locked storage-centa4n@r-eut of the reach of secured
from access by children.

a. All prescription medication shall be administered as prescribed and documented in a
pi:eserip^on medication log that is given to the child's department caseworker when the child leaves

tile..placement.

b. No change.

113.7(5) Weapons. All weapons, firearms, and ammunition shall be inaccessible to a child of any

age.

a. and b. No change,

c. Tlie weapons, firearms, and ammunition storage unit shall not share the same key or matching
security code. If a key is used, the key shall be stored in a place inaccessible to the foster child.

e- (L Any motor vehicles used to transport foster children shall not contain a loaded gun, and any
ammunition in the vehicle shall be kept in a separate, locked container.

4r e_ Foster parents who have a permit to carry a firearm shall sign Form 470-4657, Firearms
Safety Plan. Foster parents who have firearms but do not have a permit to carry sliall complete the safety
plan section of the Firearms Safety Plan form.

113.7(6) No change.
113.7(7) Supervision. The foster parents shall provide reasonable and prudent supervision of foster

children to ensure their safety.
a. Foster parents shall reasonably adequately supervise foster children while the children are using

any hazardous or dangerous objects or equipment. In order for foster children to participate in age- or

developmentally appropriate activities, the foster parent would apply the reasonable and prudent parent
standard.

b. Foster parents shall monitor use reasonable and prudent supervision of foster children wfette

•^tey WIlCTL^e-fostelL^l^l'en are using the Intemet or other social media.
113.7(8) Household pets. Household pets and any outdoor animals or pets accessible to foster

children shall have a current veterinary health certificate verifying that the ani'ma^-has had reutme
vaccinations that are required by local ordinance animal's routine immunizations^e,g., rables, are

current.



^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ time of the initial home study and any time thereafter^foster j::)arents shall report an

animal'shistory of aggression towards people and inform die department ofth^^^^^
towards people within 24 hours of an occurrence.

h. Foster parents who have pets or animals with any history of aggression shall have a written plan
that addresses strategies to reduce the risk of aggression by their pets or animals with whichthe child
will have contact.

c. Animal waste will be contained and disposed of on a routine basis.

113.7(9) No change.
This rule is intended to implement Iowa Code section 237.3.

ITEM 21. Amend rule 441—113.8(237) as follows:

441—113.8(237) Foster parent training.

113.8(1) Preservice training. All foster parent applicants shall complete the following training
before licensure and the placement of a child in foster care in their home:

a. Orientation pursuant to rule 441—117.2(237); ss4
b. Preservice training pursuant to rule 441—1 17.1(237)^
c. Preservice training that includes an agency-approved medication management training,

cardio^ulmonar^ training on child abuse
identification, and the reasonable and prudent parent standard training; and

d. Mandatory reporter training on child abuse identification and reporting before initial licensure
and every five years thereafter as required by rule 441—112.10(232) and 441—subrale 117.8(3).

113.8(2) In-service training. All licensed foster parents shall complete six hours of in-service
training annually as required by rule 441—117.7(237).

€k Ati- Each foster paFents parent shall eompiete —training —m—medication —management,

cardiopulmonary resuscitation, first aid, and the reasonable and prudent parent standard in their first year
&f"l.ie©asur-@-as"i:©qu-iFed-by-Fulen'1/1'l' —i-.l-7';8(-2-3-7-) maintain certification in CPR and first-aid training.

^—A.U.,^l.i<3ense4—fost6i—parents shaj4--e-Qmplete--mandatGpy""-¥epoi:t6i—ti:aming"mmGn—e-hi-ld—abuse

identification and reporting in their first year of Ucensure and every five years thereafter as required by
rule ,1/11 —112.10(232) and ^1 aubrule 117.8(/1).

This rule is intended to implement Iowa Code section 237.5A.

ITEM 22. Amend rule 441—113.10(237) as follows:

441—113.10(237) Information on the foster child.
113.10(1) Initial information. Rescinded IAB 7/29/09, cffoctivo 10/1/09.
113.10(2) 113.10(1) Foster child information. Foster parents shall maintain a separate folder of

information on each foster child placed in the foster family home. This folder shall be provided to
the department or the child's parent or guardian when the child leaves the placement. The folder shall

contain:

a. Names Thejiames and addresses of all doctors, mental health professionals, and dentists who

have treated the foster child; current medications prescribed, including over-the-counter medlications^
medication log; and the type of t-reatment medical, dental, vision, and mental health treatments and
hearing examinations received while the foster child is in the foster home.

b. to d. No change.

,143rl.0(3.) 113.10(2) Confidentiality. Foster parents shall maintain confidentiality regarding a child
in placement except as required to comply with rules on mandatory reporting of child abuse and with
the child's case permanency plan. Foster parents shall not without parent or guardian and department

consent post pictures or information concerning a foster child on any Internet Web site or on social media.
This mle is intended to implement Iowa Code section 237.7.



ITEM 23. Amend rule 441—113.11(237) as follows:

441—113.11(237) Health of foster family.

113.11(1) Health report required. The foster parents shall furnish the licensing agency with a health
report on the family completed no more than six months before the application for Ucensure. The report
shall include information on all family members, including foster parents, their minor children who
reside in the home, and adult household members. An updated report shall be provided upon request of

the department licensing worker or the recruitment and retention contractor. An updated health report for
an adopted child shall be provided within three months of the adoption fmalization or at license renewal,

whichever comes first.
113.11(2) No change.
113.11(3) Capability for caring for the child. If there is evidence that the foster parent is unable

to provide necessary care for the child, the department licensing worker, the recruitment and retention
contractor, or the physician may require additional medical and mental health reports, including a
substance abuse evaluation.

This rule is intended to implement Iowa Code section 237.7.

ITEM 24. Amend submle 113.12(5) as follows:
113.12(5) Personal characteristics. The foster parents shall:
a. Provide evidence of marital adjustmefit-aad stability.

b. to g. No change.

h. Ensure that all family members are aware of and in agreement with having foster children in
the home.

i. Respect the gender Identity and sexual orientation of the foster child.

ITEM 25. Amend submle 113.12(6) as follows:

113.12(6) Determination of characteristics. The areas discussed in subrules 113.12(4) and 113.12(5)
shall be explored through observation of the family and interviews with family members and documented

in a foster home study as described in submle 113.3(4), or in the foster family record when explored after

Hcensure^^^^^ Any additional areas that the family or worker identifies as a possibility
for creating problems shall also be documented in the foster family record.

ITEM 26. Amend rule 441—U3.13(237) as follows:

441—113.13(237) Record checks. Record checks are required for each foster parent applicant and for
anyone who is 14 years of age or older living in the home of the applicant. The pm'pose of the record
checks is to determine whether any of these persons has any founded child abuse reports or criminal

convictions or has been placed on the sex offender registry.
113.13(1) Procedure. The department's contractor for the recruitment and retention of resource

families shall assist applicants in completing required record checks, including fingerprinting,
a. Iowa records. Each foster parent applicant and anyone who is 14 years of age or older living in

the home of the applicant shall be checked for records with:
(1) The Iowa central abuse registry, using Form 470-0643, Request for Child and Dependent Adult

Abuse Information;
(2) The Iowa division of criminal investigation, using Form 595-1396, DHS Criminal History

Record Check, Form B; an4
(3) The Iowa sex offender registryT; and

(4) Iowa Courts Online.
b. Other records.

(1) No change.
(2) Each foster parent applicant shall also be fingerprinted for a national criminal history check.

Other adu-its-lt-viftg in 'the 'home-may be fingeiprinted if the department determines that a national criminal

history check is warranted. Fingerprinting,, for the purgoseofanatjigi^ is
required on all other adult household members at the time of initial a^pli^
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dated on or after October 1, 2011. When warranted, the department may require fingerprinting for a
national criminal history check on adult household members who move in after initial application.

113.13(2) Evaluation of record. If the applicant or anyone living in the home has a record of founded

child or dependent adult abuse, a criminal conviction, or placement on the sex offender registry, the
department shall not license the applicant as a foster family unless an evaluation determines that the
abuse or criminal conviction does not warrant prohibition of license.

«. Exclusion, An evaluation shall not be performed if the person has been convicted of:

(1) No change.
(2) A crime in another state that would be a felony as set forth in Iowa Code section 237.8(2) "a "(4)

if the crime were committed in Iowa.

b. Scope. The evaluation shall consider the nature and seriousness of the founded child or
dependent adult abuse or crime in relation to:

(1) to (5) No change.
c. Evaluation form. The person with the founded child or dependent aduit abuse or criminal

conviction report shall complete and return Form 470-2310, Record Check Evaluation, within ten

calendar days of the date of receipt to be used to assist in the evaluation. Failure of the person to
complete and return Form 470-2310 within the specified time frame shall result in denial oflicensure.

113.13(3) Evaluation decision. The service area manager or designee shall conduct the evaluation
and make the decision. The department shall issue Form /170 2386, Record Check Deei&ioa Form
470-2310, Record Check Evaluation, to explain inform the subject of the decision and describe the
basis of the decision reaehed-Fegar4mg"the eval'uation-of-an-abuse or a' crime; using the criteria specified

in paragraph 113.13(2) "b." The department shall mail the form to the person on whom the evaluation
was completed:

a. and b. No change.

113.13(4) No change.
This rule is intended to implement Iowa Code section 237.8(2).

ITEM 27. Amend rule 441—113.14(237) as follows:

441—113.14(237) Reference checks.

113.14(1) to 113.14(3) No change.
113.14(4) Reference checks shall include only those areas related to the applicant's ability to care

for children and should include discussion of the following areas;

a. and b. No change.

c. Marital adjustment and stability.

d. to g. No change.

113.14(5) When warranted, additional references may be sought after licensure.

This rule is intended to implement Iowa Code section 237.3.

ITEM 28. Amend rule 441—113.15(237) as follows:

441—113.15(237) Unannounced visits.

113.15(1) to 113.15(3) No change.
113.15(4) The findings from the unannounced visit shall be summarized on Form 470 "A512,

Unannounced Visit Report Form 470-5438, Progress Notes.
a. and b. No change.

113.15(5) Actions after the unannounced visit.

a. When deficiencies are cited that do not appear likely to cause immediate physical or mental
harm to the child, an additional visit may be scheduled. The department licensing worker and the
recruitment and retention contractor shall discuss the deficiencies with the foster parents and make
sug-gest-iens plans for improving the deficiencies.

b. When the reported deficiencies raise questions of concern as to the quality of care provided, the
recruitment and retention contractor shall:
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(1) No change.
(2) Hold a meeting with the department licensing worker and the foster parents to discuss

deficiencies and suggestions the plans for improving the deficiencies and then complete a written
corrective action plan as to how die foster parents intend to address the deficiencies.

c. No change.

113.15(6) No change.
This rule is intended to implement Iowa Code section 237.7.

ITEM 29. Amend paragraph 113.16(2)"d" as follows:

d. Clothing shall be becoming, of proper size, and oftheGharacter usually worn by children in the
community culturally appropriate.

ITEM 30. Amend rule 441—113.17(237) as follows:

441—113.17(237) Medical examinations and health care of the child.

113.17(1) Physical examinations. RoGcindcd IAB 3/11/09, effective 5/1/09.
113.17(2) 113.17(1) Medical and dental supervision care. Eacli child shall be-yndef-regular medical

and dental supervision. Foster parents shall keep the syp^i:visifigmwoi;keF child's department case manager
informed of any health-preblems medical and dental appointments and treatments prescribed for the
child. In case of sickness or accident, immedi-ate-medic-al-eare- shall be secured for the child in accordance

with-t-he-supei^isi&g-wopker s directions given at the time of placement.

a. Foster parents shall contact the child's parents to engage them in the process of accessing routine
medical and dental care for their child unless parental rights have been terminated.

b. In case of an emergency or urgent situation requiring medical care and treatment of an acute
illness, disease or condition of a child, when a delay or inability to access parental or department consent
for medical care or treatment would endanger the health or physical well-being of the child, the foster

parents can provide consent for medical care and treatment.

113.17(3) 113.17(2) Exemption from medical care. Nothing in this rule shall be construed to require
medical treatment or immunization for a minor child of any person who is a member of a church or

reiigious organization which is against medical treatment for disease. In such instance, an official
statement from the organization and a notarized statement from the parents shall be incorporated in the
record. In potentially life-threatening situations, the child's care shall be referred to appropriate medical
and legal authorities.

This mle is intended to implement Iowa Code section 237.3.

ITEM 31. Amend rule 441—113.18(237) as follows:

441—113.18(237) Training and discipline of foster children.

113.18(1) Foster parents' methods of training and discipline. The home study evaluation oftiie each
foster parent applicant shall include a discussion and a written report of the foster parents' methods of
training and discipline. Discipline shall be designed to help the child develop self-conti'ol, self-esteem,

and respect for the rights of others,
113.18(2) Restrictions on training and discipline. Child training and discipline shall be handled with

kindness and understanding.

a. to d. No change.

e. Restraints shall not be used as a form of discipline.
(1) No change.
(2) ¥he Upon approval of the department, the foster parent shall recewe-tminmg-en-the-sa'fe-aHd

appropriate use of restraints which has'been-approved as a part of the treatment plan by a lleeased
pyaetit-kmer of the healing arts who is working with the child may use restraints only in accordance
with the written plan of a licensed mental health professional who is working with the child and the

foster parents.

12



113.18(3) Reports of mistreatment. Reports of mistreatment coming to the attention of the
supewisittg worker department licensing worker and caseworker for the foster child shall be investigated

promptly and referred to the proper authorities when necessary.
This rule is intended to implement Iowa Code sections 234.40 and 237.3.

ITEM 32. Amend rule 441—114.1(237) as follows:

441—114.1(237) Applicability. This chapter outlines the basic standards for all group living foster care

facilities and contains the basic standards applicable to community residential facilities for children.

Additional standards applicable to specific levels of group living are discussed in 441—Chapter 115,
"Licensing and Regulation of Comprehensive Residential Facilities for Children," and 441—Chapter
116, "Licensing and Regulation of Residential Facilities for Mentally Retarded Children With an

Intellectual Disability."
This rule is intended to implement Iowa Code chapter 237.

ITEM 33. Amend 441—Chapter 116, title, as follows:
LICENSING AND REGULATION OF RESIDENTIAL FACILITIES

FOR MENTALLY RETARDED CHILDREN WITH AN INTELLECTUAL DISABILFTY

ITEM 34. Amend rule 441—116.1(237) as follows:

441—116.1(237) Applicability. This chapter relates specifically to the licensing and regulation
of residential facilities serving m©ntal-lymi;etai:de4 children with an intellectual disability. Refer to
441—Chapter il2 for basic licensing and regulation of all foster care facilities, 441—Chapter 114
for definitions and minimum standards for all group living foster care facilities, including community

care facilities, and 441—Chapter 115 for definitions and standards for comprehensive residential
facilities for children. Chapters 112 and 114 apply to community residential facilities for

children with an intellectual disability and Chapters 112, 114and 115 apply to comprehensive
residential facilities for meirial-ly-re-teKied children with an intellectual disability with the exception of

the areas discussed specificaliy in this chapter,
This rule is intended to implement Iowa Code chapter 237.

ITEM 35. Amend rule 441—116.2(237), definitions of "Community residential facility for

mentally retarded children" and "Comprehensive residential facility for mentally retarded children,"
as follows:

"'Community residential facility for mew^aUy retarded cinldren with an wteUectual disability means
a community residential facility as defined in rule 441—114.2(237) which serves children who meet the
definition of mentally retarded with an intellectual disabUity as defined in Iowa Code chapter 222.

"Comprehensive residential facility for mentally — retarded cJnldren with an intellectual
disabUity'1 means a comprehensive residential facility as defined in mle 441—115.2(237) which serves
children who meet the defi-n-i-tion-of-m^ntally retarded with an intellectyal disability as defined in Iowa

Code chapter 222.

ITEM 36. Adopt the following new subrule 117.1(4):

117.1(4) Additional presef-vice training. Before licensure, each foster parent shall complete training

in an agency-approved medication management course, cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR), first
aid, the reasonable and prudent parent standard, and the mandatory reporter training on child abuse
identification.

ITEM 37. Amend rule 441—117.7(237), introductory paragraph, as follows:

441—117.7(237) Required in-service training. Training At least six hours of in-service training is
required to assist foster parents in confidently and effectively addressing the needs of children placed
in foster care. The Foster Parent Training Plan, Form 470-3341, shall be used to address in-service

training needs. The training plan shall be developed with the department or retention and recruitment
contractor and the foster parent at annual licensing-renewal annually.
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ITEM 38. Amend submle 117.7(3) as follows:

117.7(3) Foster parent training requirements. Each individual foster parent shall complete six
credit hours ofdepartment-approved in-service training annually when the foster parent has an approved
pne-year license or an approved two-year license. Failure to meet the requirement for in service training

horn's will result in denial "o^the-lieense renewal.

<ah—Training cycle. "Annually" means within-the -annual training cycle as'-desoribed in this

paragraphr
^ — Initial licence. For a newly liccnacd foatcr parent, the initial training cycle shall be the 10 month

period ending 3 months'before the license expires. EXAMPLE: The initial training cycle for a new4ieeHS©
effective June 1 is June-l-4hi:eygh March 31.

(3) ^ Renewal license^ ReaewaUieense- For a one-year license renewal, the each foster parent

shall complete six hours of annual in-service training eyele'shal-1-be within the 12-month period beginning
2 months before-the expiration of the previous license-afi^-ending 2 months before the ex'pivat-ion-e^the

subsequent license on the effective date of the foster parent's renewal license. EXAMPLE: The training
eyele-for-a-license effective June 1 would be April "Mhyeugh March 31 of the-subsequent year. For a
two-year license renewal, the each foster parent shall complete six hours ofm-servicc training c-yc-le-fey

within the 12 months of the first license year shall be the 12 "month period beginning 2 months

before the expiration-of-the previous license year and ending 10 months after beginning on the effective
date of the two-year license renewal. The-aimual-training cycle for For the second year of a two-year

license shall be the 12 month peri-ed-beg-mmng-1-1 .months after the effective-date" of the first year of
the license-atMl-ending 2 months before the expiratien-&f4h& license renewal, each foster parent shall

complete six hours of in-service training within the 12 months of the second year of the two-year license

renewal.

b. Content. The choice of in-service training shall be based upon an assessment of the foster

parent's training needs made by the foster parent and the recruitment and retention contractor in

collaboration with the department licensing worker.
(1) No change.
(2) At least three credit hours of the annual six hours of in-service training shall be group training.
(3) Except -fef4he-etesses for the mandatory importers reporter training on child abuse identJjficatipn

class, cardiopul'monaiy-resuscitation, and first aid, training credit will not be allowed for any in-service

training class tliat is repeated unless the class has been updated with new information.

c. No change.

ITEM 39. Amend rule 441—117.8(237) as follows:

441—117.8(237) Specific in-service training required.

\\1^(l}44e4i€€t^ion management. Within the4fittial- training cycle, each individual-foster parent
shall complete one hour of training related-to-the-yse and practice of medication management.

ish—Training shall be completed through-the- approved individual-sel-f-study course, Medication
Management."

b-. — One hour of in service trainmg-eredit shall be allowed for-eompletion of this self study course.-
This course cannot be repeated-for-in-service training credit.

Foster parents-who-are already licensed on October 1, 2009, shall complete this trainmg-by
October 1, 2010.

117.8(1) Cardiopulmonafy resuscitation (CPR). All foster parents shall be-eertified in CPR
©very-three-years and shall maintain their CPR certification and a certificate or card indicating the date
of training and expiration. The training sliall be provided by:

<sh—The training shall be provided-byr

^4) CL_ A nationally recognized training organization, such as the American Red Cross, the
American Heart Association, the National Safety Council, or Emergency Medical Planning (Medic

First Aid), or
(3) b^ An equivalent certified trainer and curriculum approved by the department.
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b-. — Newly-lieense^-foster parents shall complete-t-h@-ti:aming before the-end of their initial training

cycle. Foster pareats-who are already licensed on October-4-,mm3009, yhall complete nthis-ti:atfting by

October 1,2010.
117.8(2) First aid. All foster parents shall be certified in first aid every three years and shall

maintain a certificate or card indicating the date of training and the expiration date of certification.
licensed foster parents shall compkt-@nnthe4raining before the end of-their initial training-eyele" Foster
parents who are already license^-on-Oeteber '1, 2009, shal! complete-thiQ training by Oc-tGbermlm,-"30-l-^T

117.8(3) Child abuse reporting. Each foster parent shall complete an approved mandatory
child abuse reporter training every five years after the foster parent's initial preservice mandatory child

abuse reporter training relating to the identification of child abuse and the requirements and procedures
for the reporting of child abuse pursuant to Iowa Code section 232.68.

B-. — Training cycle. Newly lioe&se-d-fe&ter'parents shall complete mandatory reporter trainmg-before

the end of their initial training cycle. The training shall be repeated every five years thereafter;
b- g_ Training provider. The foster parent shall be responsible for obtaining the required

two-hour mandatory reporter training on child abuse identification and reporting as approved by tlie
Iowa department of public health. A list of approved training opportunities is available on the Iowa

department of public health Web site by searching "mandatory reporter training.
^b_ Documentation. The foster parent shall secure documentation of the training content, amount,

and provider and shall forward the documentation to the recruitment and retention contractor, who will
provide the documentation to the department for inclusion in the foster parent's licensing file.

117.8(4) Caring for children with HIV. Before placement of an HIV-infected child occurs,
the foster parents shall complete the course "Caring for Children With HIV" or an approved alternative
course that contains information on the unique aspects of pediatric H1V disease, transmission and
infection control, the spectrum of HIV disease, confidentiality, death and bereavement, and seif-care

for the caregiver.
117.8(6) Roasojwble and pn-identparcnt standard. Before the-end-&f-fe&&ster parent's initial license

yeaiy-eaeh foster parent shall compkte-tmining on the reasonable and prudent parent standard a&'defined

in rule/141 —202'4(234). FoQter parents licensed-before October 1,2015, shall complete this training no

later than September 30, 2016.

ITEM 40, Amend submle 156.8(7) as follows:
156.8(7) Respite care. -The-service area manager or designee may authorize respite Respite care for

a child in family foster care shall be for up to 24 days per calendar year per placement. Respite Except
fp^a certified respite provider, respite shall be provided by a licensed foster family. The payment rate
to the respite foster family shall be the rate authorized under rule 441—156.6(234) to meet the needs of
the child. Certified respite providers deliver foster child respite services in the foster family home for at

least five hours a day at $20 per day.

ITEM 41. Amend submle 202.5(3) as follows:
202.5(3) The child shall have a physical examination by a physician^ advanced i-egistefed nurse

practitioner, or a physician assistant before the initial placement m into foster care, or the physical

examination shall be scheduled within 14 calendar days of placement. The physician^_adyanced
regis^e:t'e4 nurse practitioner, or a physician assistant shall complete a preliminary screening for dental
and mental health and refer the child to a dentist or mental health professional if appropriate. To address

any immediate medical needs, the child shall be seen immediately at an emergency room, an urgent
care center, or other community health resource.
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Policy change
1 message

Dreyer Kaylen <dreyerk@pleasval.k12.ia.us> Tue, May 16, 2017 at 11:58 AM
To: "poiicyanalysis@dhs.state.ia.us" <policyanalysis@dhs.state.ia.us>

Dear Policy Analysis,

My name is Kaylen Dreyer and I am a foster parent in Scott county. As i reviewed the latest policies/laws
being put into place I noticed that a policy is being put into place where a camera/baby monitor is not allowed in a child's
bedroom/bathroom. I completely understand why there should not be a camera in a foster child's bathroom, however I
ask that you take OUT the policy of no monitor's in a child's room. I believe that a monitor where I can SEE and HEAR
a foster child is a very important part of a child's safety in their bedroom. My son, who I have adopted from foster care,
has a monitor mounted in his bedroom and he is three. As I sleep in my bedroom I am able to SEE and HEAR him in

his room. With the amount of intellectual and emotional needs of children in foster care, I believe children under the age
of 3 should be allowed to have a baby monitor present in the bedroom. As my son is 3, his actual developmental age is
2. There are times he has [earned to quietly get himself out of bed now, so the camera monitor has been very helpful to
make sure he is safe at all times while he sleeps.

Thank you for listening to my concerns....

Sincerely,

Kaylen Dreyer

Foster Parent

This message and any attachments are intended for the individual or entity named above.

If you are not the intended recipient, please do not forward., copy, print, use or disclose this
communication to others;
also please notify the sender by replying to this message, and then delete it from your system.

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/492/u/0/?ui=2&ik=5d4fcb1336&vtew=pt&search=inbox&th=15Gl232bb9d1372a&siml=15c1232bb9d1372a 1/1
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Analysis, Policy <policyanalysis@dhs.state.ia.us>

Foster parent rule changes
1 message

Glenda Trettin <gander19@hotmail.com> Tue, May 16, 2017 at 12:42 PM
To; "policyanalysis@dhs.state.ia.us" <policyanalysis@dhs.state.ia.us>

To Whom it may concern,
As we move forward with the adoption of our two little giris, we have been able to reflect on a few things as foster
parents. We have been licensed for the past seven years and have had many kids in our home both short term and long
term with adoption. Our family is a large family of eight children. With the standard of only allowing 8 children in a home,
we will have to stop doing something we love doing, fostering little ones in need. I ask that you reconsider the number of
children as each family is able to handle different amounts of kids.

A second concern that has come up in our time as foster parents is the concern of giving birth parents our names and
address. We have had our children followed, birth parents showing up at our front door, and other issues that have put
our family and their children at risk. I understand birthparents have rights, but foster families should have the right to
protect their family including any little ones added to it. My kids should not have to live in fear because our personal
information was given to a birth parent. It doesn't seem like best practice for those who are taking care of children whom
have already been in harms way, causing a removal.

We are so thankful for the experience of foster parenting. Our children are able to look around them and see others in
need. They !earn to reach out and help those around them because of this experience. We hope we will be able to
continue fostering in the future. Thank you for your time.
Sincerely,
Glenda Trettin
Sent from my iPhone

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/492/u/0/?ui=2&ik=5d4fcb1336&view=pt&search=inbox&th=15c125ad7e336d49&siml=15c125ad7e336d49 1/1
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(no subject)
1 message

State of Iowa Mail - (no subject) ^/& ^ci. v/^

Analysis, Policy <policyanalysis@dhs.state.ia.us>

avaldez323 <avaldez323@gmail.com>
To: policyanalysis@dhs.state.ia.us

Tue, May 16, 2017 at 12:43 PM

My biggest concern about this revision is regarding the care for infants. Since this is mostly what we do. Section 113.5

(3)(5)(4) & (7)(e).

Mainly the use of blankets and bumpers in the cribs. Have you ever had a meth opposed child with sensory issues? The
use of a swaddled wrap is essential for them to relax and go to sleep. Have you ever watched a toddler sleep? Mostly
toss and turn, they eventually get there arms or legs caught in the bars of the crib. Bumpers help significantly to avoid
that issue.

7 (e). Does this include the use of baby monitors (video/audio ones)??? Because you know the saying, when a toddler is
quiet they are usually upto something. We use them mostly to monitor naps and sleeping over night. Our son, if you
want into his room to check on him, he fully wakes and you have to start all over putting him to bed.

As for the rest of the document regarding the foster parents portion, I didn't see anything adverse.

Thank you,

Alyssa VaIdez-Quinlan

Sent from my Verizon, Samsung Galaxy smartphone

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/492/u/0/?ui=2&ik=5d4fcb1336&view=pt&search=inbox&th=15c125b849420108&sim[=15c125b849420108 1/1
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Analysis, Policy <policyanalysis@dhs.state.ia.us>

Comments for Chapter 441
1 message

Amy CIemen <aclemen85@gmail.com>
To: policyanalysis@dhs.state.ia.us

Tue, May 16, 2017 at 2:08 PM

113.5(2)(c)(1)(2)and(3)
*This is confusing. So you either have to have an approved cover OR a fence if you have an above ground or in ground
pool? As the wording does not require both.

113.5(3)(a)(5)
*Does this mean that pack and plays can be used as a child's bed, as it is "crib-like" with four enclosed sides and a
waterproof firm mattress? And can bassinets be used for newborns, as it is also "crib-like" with a waterproof firm
mattress and sides?

113.5(3)(a)(6)
*What does it mean to "actively observed by sight and sound"? Are foster parents supposed to stay up all night to watch
infants sleep, as that is how it is worded right now?

117.7(3)(b)(3)
*lf CPR and First Aid cannot count towards the six hours of in-service training, then how is it going to be tracked that a
foster parent is up to date on the training? How will the foster parent or licensing agency know if the training has been
updated for new content, so that it could be counted for in-service training hours?

Thanks,
Amy Clemen

https://mai!.google.com/mail/b/492/u/0/?ui=2&ik=5d4fcb1336&vjew=pt&search=inbox&th=15c12a98e132ec1a&siml=15c12a98e132ec1a 1/1
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Analysis, Policy <policyanalysis@dhs.state.ia.us>

Licensing and Regulation of Foster Family Homes
1 message

Dawn Luetje <Dawn.Luetje@lsiowa.org> Tue, May 16, 2017 at 3:06 PM
To; "policyanalysis@dhs.state.ia.us" <policyanalysis@dhs.state.ia.us>

Thank you for the opportunity to address some concerns that I have in regards to the intended action in regards to the
Licensing and Regulation of Foster Family Homes.

In regards to Item 14- 113.4(1)c

(2) I do have a concern about not being able to complete a variance for a family if they have 8 children in their home
unless it is to keep siblings together. We have found that some of our best foster parents have a large family and are
able to be licensed to provide excellent care to an additional child placed through foster care. i am concerned that by
making this a standard we will prevent some very valuable foster parents from continuing to be licensed as foster
parents.

Item 16 113.5(3) Bedrooms forfoster children

3. ".....No child shall be allowed to sleep in any item not designed for sleeping including, but not limited to an infant
seat, car seat, swing or bouncy seat. "

This needs to be rewarded as it implies that if a child or infant falls asleep while riding in the car in their car seat, going
for a walk or at a park and the child falls asleep in the stroller /infant seat that the child would need to be awakened and
kept awake at all times when in one of these seats / swings. That is not even feasible for a foster parent to ensure.

6. "sleeping infants shall be actively obsen/ed by sight and sound"

That wouldn't allow foster parents to sleep through the night or to do housework etc while the child is sleeping

7. e "Video or Surveillance cameras are not allowed in children's bedrooms or in any bathroom in the home"

This would prevent our families from using video monitors for sleeping babies. As worded this would also prevent a
monitoring device being used for our sexually reactive children who need to be monitored to ensure that they are
following healthy behaviors.

441 -113.8(237)

113.8(2) Inservice Training

Each foster parent shall maintain certification in CPR and first aid training.

There have been a great deal of problems and frustrations and even foster parents withdrawing due to requirements that
Medical Professionals who are actively practicing be required to complete CPR and First Aid Certification when they are
educated trained and have continued training requirements. Many times this doesn't come in the form of CPR and First
Aid Certification however their training goes far beyond this.

https://mail.google.com/majl/b/492/u/0/?ui=2&ik=5ct4fcb1336&view=pt&search=inbox&th=15c12de18784f186&siml=15c12de18784f186 1/2
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441—117.7(237) Required in-service training. Training is required to assist foster parents in
confidently and effectively addressing the needs of children placed in foster care. The Foster
Parent Training Plan, Form 470-3341, shall be used to address in-service training needs. The
training plan shall be developed with the department or retention and recruitment contractor and
the foster parent annually

My concern is that the Training Plan 470-3341 is just a bunch of check lists and not very helpful in
identifying the needs of the foster family in relation to the child that they have in their home. It
really needs to be updated as it is one of the most useless forms we have. It would be much more
appropriate to have a working plan that can include individual child needs, service provisions and
needs of the foster family. This is too cumbersome of a form and would help if it were more
individualized -it doesn't need to be that long. It would be helpful to make this into a plan that
assessed their needs. Training plans should be a work in process and able to respond to the
immediate needs of the family based on the children in care and their ability. Training needs to
address the needs of children placed in care therefore it is difficult to predict what children will be
in the home to adequately plan ahead for training. The plan needs to be appropriate but fluid.
Checking boxes on a form doesn't help and it has become a frustration for foster families.

117.8(2) First Aid Training if more and more difficult to obtain as many providers have not been providing this with the
CPR course.

Would it be possible to obtain First Aid Training on line

Dawn Luetje, BSW | Sen/ice Area Leader
Iowa KidsNet
LSI: People Focused • Results Driven
205 South 7th Street | Denison, Iowa 51442

Phone: 712-263-9341 | Fax: 712-263-6061

www.LSIowa.org

LSI STANDS WITH REFUGEES. Will you stand with us? www.iowastandswithrefugees.org

LSI
Lutheran Services in Iowa Confidentiality Notice
The information contained in this communication maybe confidential, is intended only for the use of the redpient(s) named above, and maybe legally
privileged. If the reader of this message is not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution, or copying of this
communication, or any of its contents, is strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please return it to the sender immediately
and delete the original message and any copy of it from your computer system. If you have any questions concerning this message, please contact the
sender.
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chapters 113 and 117
1 message

Susan Salmon <Susan.Salmon@isiowa.org> Tue, May 16, 2017 at 3:15 PM
To: "policyanalysis@dhs.state.ia.us" <policyanalysis@dhs.state.ia.us>

Comments on posted proposed rules changes:

Page 4, 113,3(4) b. Family Assessment Topics (6) The evaluation of the applicant's willingness to accept a child who
has medical problems (such as HIV) an intellectual disability, or emotional disability is very reasonable. Requiring the
applicant to sign the form 470-3226 H1V General Agreement, to indicate choices about caring for children who have or at
risk for HIV infection appears to me to be a very discriminatory. Due to advancements and treatment in HIV, how does
this disease differ from any other communicable or infectious disease. Form 470-3226 should be discontinued.

Page 5, 113,4 c. (2) Capping the maximum children in a home to eight will eliminate some very qualified homes. Limiting
the number of children should take into consideration more than just a number. The abilities of the foster parents and the
needs of the children should dictate the licensing capacity.

Page5, 113.5(2) c.

(1) Contradicts (2) and (3). (1) Identifies what needs to be done if a pool is not fenced but both (2) and(3) state it shall
be enclosed with an approved fence.

Page 6 113.5 (3) a. 3 By adding "that is large enough to allow for an unrestricted exit by a foster child" is again
subjecting the family to subjective variation by the licensor. Foster children come in all shapes and sizes. If a 7 year old
can fit in the window to allow an unrestricted exit grows into a 12 year old that does not, will they need to be moved? in
the past rules, when written similarly to this wording, some licensors actually required demonstrations to prove they
could exit which resulted in injuries from cuts and falling. That would be okay if you were escaping from a fire but to
prove you could does not appear to be a reasonable.

Page 6, 113.5 (3) a. (5) 3. "No child should be allowed to sleep in any item that is not designed for sleeping including,
but not limited to an infant seat, car seat, swing or bouncy seat." This needs to be rewarded. If a child falls asleep on
the sofa, they can not take a nap on it? If an infant falls asleep in their car seat, you must awaken them. If this is not
the intent of this rule, it must be re-written to say something as designated night sleeping or if the foster parents are not
awake.

Page 6, 113.5 (3) a. (5) 6. "Sleeping infants shall be observed by sight and sound." Again, the intent of this rule must
not mean a foster parent can not themselves sleep but that is how it is written.

Page 7,113.6(3) a. "tested prior to initial licensure and annually tested before the license is renewed". Renewal licenses
can be for two years so even if the license is not being renewed the water must be tested annually? Should it not be
written, at renewal with annually deleted.

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/492/u/0/?ui=2&ik=5d4fcb1336&view=pt&search=inbox&th=15c12e6c8fdfbee7&siml=15c12e6c8fdfbee7 1/2
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Page 7,113.6(3) e.(2) If the family uses ongoing alternative arrangements for the use of safe, potable water, why is
testing required for three consecutive years? This truly does not make sense-if the family wants to use the private water
supply it must be tested safe, if the family does not want to use the water supply (or it is not safe) why does it need to
be tested?

Page 8, 113.7(5) d. Any motor vehicles used to transport foster children shall not contain a loaded gun and any
ammunition in the vehicle shall be kept in a separate, locked container. Again, the intent of this rule is fine however the
unintended consequences has significant impact on who can become a foster parent. Numerous police officers, state
and federal agents who have applied have had to be counseled out due to this rule because it is a requirement of their
employment they must carry their weapon at all times. A slight variation in the wording could make this rule comply with
the intent but not eliminate the very type of professional we want to recruit to become a foster parent.

Page 9, 113.8 (1) c. states the preservice training must be approved by the agency. There are many professionals that
have CPR and First Aid training through their employer. Can this be approved? Medical professionals practicing their
profession should be waived from CPR and First Aid.

Page 10, 113.11 (1) An updated health report for an adopted child shall be provided within three months of the adoption
finalization or at license renewal, whichever comes first. If a child that is adopted was a former foster child why would
they need a physicians report within 3 months? They have had medical exams as a foster child, if the adopted child was
not adopted from foster care, the requirement would be reasonable.

Page 13, 117.7 Required in service training. The foster parent training plan form 470-3341 needs to be deleted. It is not
helpful to staff or families.

Thank you for your consideration.

Susan Salmon | Directorof Resource Family Licensing and Support
!owa KidsNet
LSI: People Focused-Results Driven | Iowa KidsNet
205 South 7th Street ] Denison, Iowa 51442

Phone:712-263-9341 | Fax: 712-263-6061 ] Mobile: 712-269-0253

www.LSIowa.org

www.lowaKidsNet.com

LSI STANDS WITH REFUGEES. Will you stand with us? www.iowastandswithrefugees.org

LSI
Lutheran Services in Iowa Confidentiality Notice
The information contained in this communication may be confidential, is intended only for the use of the recipients) named above, and may be legally
privileged. If the reader of this message is not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution, or copying of this
communication, or any of its contents, is strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please return it to the sender immediately
and delete the original message and any copy of it from your computer system, [f you have any questions concerning this message, please contact the
sender.
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feedback on changes to foster parent policies
1 message

Molly Burrows Schumacher <missmollyb9@gmail.com> Tue, May 16, 2017 at 3:29 PM
To: policyanalysis@dhs.state.ia.us

To whom it may concern:

I have the following concerns about proposed changes to foster parent policies in Iowa:

108.4 - Seems to go from no foster parents with founded abuse will be with child, etc. to no foster parent

with founded abuse will be alone with the child. That doesn't seem like a positive change :( It feels to me,
as written, that children could be less safe.

113.5 - Mentions foster parents should maintain door alarms, fences, and foliage barriers? What would these
expectations be? If all Iowa families don't have to provide these items, why would we require foster parents

to do so? Does this create a financial barrier for families who may wish to become foster parents and may

otherwise qualify to do so? Are there specific expectations?

Also - a foster parent shall accompany the student into the pool and actively supervise use...what if these are
teens and the child who would typically be permitted to be out with friends to go to a movie, etc. wanted to

go to the pool and knew how to swim? Would the foster parents be required to be in the water with a 17 year

old? The way it is written would suggest yes.

I like the change to crib like furniture...for things like cradles, bassinets, etc.

Sleeping infants must be actively observed? foster families would not be able to sleep as written - again, a
burden that is not required of biological families or other iowa families. This is an unreasonable expectation.

Cameras in bedrooms are not permitted... Our daughter is adopted from foster care - history of violent and
self harming behaviors. Our camera in her room helps monitor when she is working on things like
homework, supposed to be sleeping but might be engaging in self harm, etc., while we manage other Idddos
in our house - the camera gives us the ability to be 2 places at once. Network is secured, camera is secured.
For situations like this, can a camera be applied for? I understand the privacy concern...but as someone who
lives these challenges daily (especially in a two story house with bedrooms for kids on both floors)
technology can provide support to families.

https://mail.goog!e.com/mail/b/492/u/0/?ui=2&ik=5d4fcb1336&view=pt&search=inbox&th=15c12f372b4a3abb&siml=15c12f372b4a3abb 1/2
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113.7 - Disaster plan review. I understand the purpose...yet we deal primarily with infants at my house.
Suggestions on how to do this with that age?

113.11 - Health conditions that may render a foster parent unsuitable? Has this changed? Again - if there is

a cost associated with providing a physical as a part of the licensing process, we could be creating a financial
barrier for people who would make great foster parents but may not be able to meet this hurdle. Biological
parents are not held to this standard - nor are typical Iowa families.

Thanks,

Molly Burrows Schumacher

Foster Parent

Dubuque, Iowa
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1 message

Jen DeBoest <jendeboest@gmail.com> Tue, May 16, 2017 at 3:50 PM
To: policyanalysis@dhs.state.ia.us

Harry Rossander,

Today I received an email with an attached document highlighting amendments being made that purtain to our foster
care licensing. I see that today is also the deadline for being able to make comments on the amendment, which
unfortunately, I feel is not adequate time to read and consider it. After taking a quick glance at the document, I do have
a couple of specific questions/comments.

Item 16
Section 113.5 (#3) states that "no child shall be allowed to sleep in any item not designed for sleeping,
including...carseat, (etc.)...

I think this should instead read "no child shall be allowed to sleep OVERNIGHT in any item not designed for sleeping..."
as it woud be impossible to keep an infant from falling asleep in a carseat while traveling. In fact, it would be ridiculous
(and unsafe) for a driver to try and keep the child awake. It would also not be in the infant's best interest to be woken
from a nap, as providing routine for children is important.

Also, I'm confused by #6.. It states that "Sleeping infants shall be actively observed by sight and sound". Practically
speaking, what does this mean? Certainly when I am sleeping at night, ] can't "actively" observe an infant by sight, and
since video surveillance is not allowed (reasonable for older children, but not for infants, in my opinion), are parents
supposed to stay in the room while children nap? Either I am misunderstanding this requirement or it is impossible for
anyone to comply. Please clarify.

Thanks for taking the time to read my comments regarding the ammendments currently taking place. I really appreciate
it. I want to be a good foster parent that follows the rules. Please don't make the rules impossible so that I can't be a
foster parent.

Sincerely,
Jennifer DeBoest
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Foster parenting
1 message

Annmarie <amnoel12@yahoo.com>
To: policyanalysis@dhs.state.ia.us

Tue, May 16, 2017 at 8:22 PM

There are either errors in this or Iowa is trying to get foster parents to give up their license. Please re-read and consider
yourself a foster parent and how one is suppose to sleep yet stii! by sight and sound be able to supervise sleeping child.
I have a pool out my deck. There are locks on my doors going out to the deck as well as the gates to the yard. If this
does not suffice, I guess my license (and current 3 foster children) are gone.
Best thing for all reading this is to picture yourself and your house as foster parents in a foster home. Is what you are
asking reasonable and would you be able to meet these requirements?

Sent from my iPhone
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Proposed Changes
1 message

Marshall Felderman <marshall.felderman@gmail.com> Tue, May 16, 2017 at 9:57 PM
To: policyanalysis@dhs.state.ia.us

I read the latest policy. Foster parents take a class on how to be prudent parents. They are then interviewed, they
submit references, and they have regular home studies and ongoing education as well as contact with their and their
children's social workers. Please put some trust in your carefully vetted, closely monitered, licensed foster parents!

This rule in particular means well but is completely wrong: "6. Sleeping infants shall be actively observed by sight and
sound." An infant sleeps for 16 hours a day. This will make foster parents negligent if they even sleep. This is not just
bad policy, it's humanly impossible.

Thank you for taking my comments into consideration,

Marshall
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