Women Who Use During Pregnancy

The following information are excerpts from "Women Under the Influence" by The National Center on Addiction and Substance Abuse at Columbia University.

*  17 percent of pregnant women smoke, 3 percent binge drink, and 3 percent use illicit drugs

*  Smoking during pregnancy is responsible for 14 percent of premature births and 10 percent of infant deaths

*  Drinking during pregnancy is the single greatest preventable cause of mental retardation

*  Only little more than half (54.5%) of the pregnant women who drink say that a health care provider discussed drinking during pregnancy with them

*  Approximately 70 percent of women who used illicit drugs or alcohol during pregnancy failed to disclose that information during prenatal exams

*  Illicit drug use during pregnancy is one of the most frequently missed diagnoses in obstetrical medicine.

*  Women who abuse drugs during pregnancy typically are single parents with a history of sexual or physical abuse and with little or no financial, social or childcare support

