
Rural EMS task force 

 

The Governor has reconfigured the three task forces within the Empower Rural Iowa initiative.   

 The Connecting task force will shift its focus from broadband connectivity to Rural EMS 

(Emergency Medical Services).  That's an issue the IRHA has been focused on for more 

than a year and we are thrilled that she will select 22 Iowans to help drive the issue. 
 

 For the Investing task force, the themes will be Encouraging rural entrepreneurship, online 

business presence, and business succession planning. 
 

 And, the Growing task force will look into various student loan forgiveness programs in 

Iowa, identify any gaps or opportunities (e.g., veterinary, dental) as well as the leadership 

conference previously discussed by members.  Possibly an area of interests for those 

working with students in health care professions. 

It's important to note that the members of the Connecting task force will be replaced by 22 new 

members prepared to work on Rural EMS.  Anyone interested in serving on that task force- or 

any of the three - can go here and self-nominate themselves or someone else.  

 

 

Iowa Rural Health Association has a Health Equity Working Group 

The IRHA Health Equity Working Group had its first meeting.  We had representatives of the Iowa 

Office of Latino Affairs, One Iowa, Proteus and the UI College of Public Health in addition to 

several IRHA board members. 

IRHA’s initial focus is to identify likely partners who are interested in addressing - or at least 

elevating - health equity issues.  Another will be to ID existing research and data on the 

implications on health access inequity.  And a third is to identify opportunities to collect and share 

specific stories from rural Iowa.  Drop me a note if you have an interest in engaging with this 

working group. 

Bill Menner 
bill@billmennergroup.com 

 

 

https://talentbank.iowa.gov/board-detail/306c95c0-a8bb-4647-8060-abbf2ca17a84
mailto:bill@billmennergroup.com

