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TO:
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ISSUED BY: 

Bureau of Long-Term Care, Iowa Department of Human Services

SUBJECT:

Hospice Rates, Wage Indexes & Claims Submission 

EFFECTIVE DATE:
October 1, 2005

Medicaid Hospice Rates

Pursuant to 441 IAC 79.1(14), Medicaid hospice rates are based on the methodology used in setting Medicare rates with application of an appropriate area wage adjustment for the categories of care provided.  The Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) publishes hospice rate changes annually for the following four levels of care:  

	Medicaid Hospice Rates 

Effective October 1, 2005 – September 30, 2006

	Revenue Code
	Description
	Daily Rate
	Wage Component Subject to Index
	Non-Wage

Component

	651
	Routine Home Care
	$126.65
	$87.02
	$39.63

	652
	Continuous Home Care
	$738.55 full rate (24 hours of care)

$30.77 hourly rate
	$507.46
	$231.09

	655
	Inpatient Respite Care
	$137.74
	$74.56
	$63.18

	656
	General Impatient Care
	$562.69
	$360.18
	$202.51


The Medicaid hospice rates shown above are effective October 1, 2005 through September 30, 2006.  These daily hospice rates are base rates.  The wage component of the rate is adjusted by an appropriate wage index to reflect geographical differences in area wage levels.  

Wage Indexes

Annual updates to the hospice wage indexes are published in the Federal Register (volume 70, number 149).  The wage indexes published are based on the most current available wage data as well as any changes by Office of Management & Budget (OMB) to the definitions of Metropolitan Statistical Areas (MSA).  Changes to the definitions of Metropolitan Statistical Areas have been made and a new definition for Core-Based Statistical Areas (CBSA) has been added.  The new definitions recognize certain counties as having a high degree of social and economic integration resulting from workers commuting between counties.  These counties may draw workers from the same general areas.  The definition revisions mentioned have resulted in ten additional Iowa counties being added to Metropolitan Statistical Areas.  
Claims Submission Change

The new MSA definitions have resulted in MSA code changes.  MSA code designations previously used are no longer effective as a unique identifier for processing hospice claims.  Effective with dates of service October 1, 2005, hospice providers will be required to show the Iowa county code instead of the MSA code in the UB-92 amount fields 39-41.  Providers should use codes representing the geographical location at which revenue service codes 651 and 652 were furnished.  Below is a complete list of Iowa county codes for your reference.  

	Iowa County Code 

	County Code
	County
	County Code
	County

	01
	Adair
	51
	Jefferson

	02
	Adams
	52
	Johnson

	03
	Allamakee
	53
	Jones

	04
	Appanoose
	54
	Keokuk

	05
	Audubon
	55
	Kossuth

	06
	Benton
	56
	Lee

	07
	Black Hawk
	57
	Linn

	08
	Boone
	58
	Louisa

	09
	Bremer
	59
	Lucas

	10
	Buchanan
	60
	Lyon

	11
	Buena Vista
	61
	Madison

	12
	Butler
	62
	Mahaska

	13
	Calhoun
	63
	Marion

	14
	Carroll
	64
	Marshall

	15
	Cass
	65
	Mills

	16
	Cedar
	66
	Mitchell

	17
	Cerro Gordo
	67
	Monona

	18
	Cherokee
	68
	Monroe

	19
	Chickasaw
	69
	Montgomery

	20
	Clarke
	70
	Muscatine

	21
	Clay
	71
	O’Brien

	22
	Clayton
	72
	Osceola

	23
	Clinton
	73
	Page

	24
	Crawford
	74
	Palo Alto

	25
	Dallas
	75
	Plymouth

	26
	Davis
	76
	Pocahontas

	27
	Decatur
	77
	Polk

	28
	Delaware
	78
	Pottawattamie

	29
	Des Moines
	79
	Poweshiek

	30
	Dickinson
	80
	Ringgold

	31
	Dubuque
	81
	Sac

	32
	
Emmet

	82
	Scott

	33
	Fayette
	83
	Shelby

	34
	Floyd
	84
	Sioux

	35
	Franklin
	85
	Story

	36
	Fremont
	86
	Tama

	37
	Greene
	87
	Taylor

	38
	Grundy
	88
	Union

	39
	Guthrie
	89
	Van Buren

	40
	Hamilton
	90
	Wapello

	41
	Hancock
	91
	Warren

	42
	Hardin
	92
	Washington

	43
	Harrison
	93
	Wayne

	44
	Henry
	94
	Webster

	45
	Howard
	95
	Winnebago

	46
	Humboldt
	96
	Winneshiek

	47
	Ida
	97
	Woodbury

	48
	Iowa
	98
	Worth

	49
	Jackson
	99
	Wright

	50
	Jasper
	
	


Additional Information

Questions relating to this Informational Letter may be directed to the IME Provider Services Unit at 1-800-338-7909 or locally at 515-725-1004.
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