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To:
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Iowa Department of Human Services 

Date:

April 3, 2006

Subject: 
Emergency Services for Ineligible Aliens

Effective: 
Upon Issuance

The Emergency Services Program is a health program designed to cover a limited scope of services for a specific, defined group of individuals.

Federal regulations found at 42 CFR 440.255(c) provide that an alien who meets all Medicaid eligibility requirements except citizenship or lawful temporary resident status can receive services only for an “emergency medical condition”. The CFR defines “emergency medical condition” (including emergency labor and delivery) as “manifesting itself by sudden onset of acute symptoms of sufficient severity (including severe pain) such that the absence of immediate medical attention could reasonably be expected to result in –

· Placing the patient’s health in serious jeopardy;

· Serious impairment to bodily functions;

· Serious dysfunction of any bodily organ or part.

Such care and service cannot be related to an organ transplant procedure, or long-term care.

For Iowa Medicaid “emergency” includes a medical condition for which the absence of immediate medical attention could reasonably be expected to result in death or permanent disability to the person, or in the case of a pregnant woman, to the unborn child. 

Emergency services are those rendered from the moment of onset of the emergency condition, to the time the person’s condition is stabilized at an appropriate medical facility, or death results. The definition of emergency services includes labor and delivery services, but not pre-natal or post-partum services.

To be payable, care must be provided during the three-day period beginning with the date the alien presented for treatment of the emergency condition, regardless of the length of time the emergency condition exists.

Emergency services do not include prolonged medical support, medical equipment, or prescribed drugs, which are required beyond the point at which the emergency condition has been stabilized. Emergency services also do not include long-term care.

If an individual presents for emergency services, but upon assessment by the Licensed Practitioner of the Healing Arts (LPHA) is deemed stable, the individual’s assessment and/or interim treatment are not considered emergency services.  

The term “condition is stabilized” means the individual’s medical condition no longer requires constant medical intervention.  The point at which an individual can leave the facility or the practitioner’s office without continued onsite medical presence constitutes stabilization of the condition.  Additional services rendered to the individual shall not be considered “emergency” services unless the condition worsens or a new episode of illness or injury meeting the above definitions occurs.

Other conditions or treatments that may coincide with an emergent condition, but which are not directly related to the emergent condition are not covered under this program.  Follow-up appointments or monitoring for the condition are not considered emergency services.  Serious medical conditions, even those requiring medical attention, do not constitute an emergency medical condition unless all definitions above are met.

The Iowa Medicaid program will occasionally review medical and service records to verify that the conditions for payment under these federal requirements have been met.  If they were not met or were not sufficiently documented, the provider will face recovery of payments made for those services.

For questions, please call Provider Services at the Iowa Medicaid Enterprise at 1-800-338-7909 or locally (Des Moines area) at 515-725-1004.
