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Informational Letter No. 512





July 18, 2006

To:
All Iowa Medicaid Participating Providers

From:
The Iowa Department of Human Services, Iowa Medicaid Enterprise

RE:
New Federal Medicaid Documentation Requirements

Effective Date:

July 1, 2006

The Federal Deficit Reduction Act requires Medicaid applicants and members to provide documents proving they are US citizens and their identity as part of the Medicaid eligibility process.  Eligibility determination is performed by the Iowa Department of Human Services.  

This new federal requirement begins 7/1/06 and applies to all states, including Iowa.  Those applying for Medicaid and currently enrolled in Medicaid will have to provide documents to DHS to comply with this law.  DHS is working with members to ensure this is completed.  

Excluded from this requirement are those individuals who are eligible for Medicare or SSI benefits.  

· Once eligibility is determined, the Medicaid program will operate exactly as it does today.

· Medicaid providers should continue to rely on the existing sources of Medicaid eligibility information.  

Providers can call the ELVS line, access the Web Portal, view the Member’s Medicaid card, or call IME Provider Services to verify Medicaid eligibility:

· ELVS dial 1-800-338-7752 or local at 515-323-9639
· IME Web Portal: www.ime.state.ia.us

· IME Provider Services dial 1-800-338-7909 or 515-725-1004 for local Des Moines callers.
If you have any questions, please contact IME Provider Services, telephone phone 1-800-338-7909, locally 515-725-1004 or by e-mail at: imeproviderservices@dhs.state.ia.us
