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INFORMATIONAL LETTER NO. 539

DATE:

   November 15, 2006

TO:
   All Iowa Medicaid Participating Ophthalmologists, Optometrists and 

   Opticians

ISSUED BY:

    Iowa Department of Human Services, Iowa Medicaid Enterprise

RE:


    Use of the KX Modifier for Replacement Eyeglasses




    Safety Lenses and Frames




    Billing for Wrap-around Frames for Small Children




    Billing for Eyeglass Case

EFFECTIVE DATE:    December 1, 2006

Medicaid policy allows for replacement of eyeglasses that have been lost or damaged beyond repair once per 12 month period for adults 21 years of age and over. Records maintained by the optical provider must document whether the eyeglasses have been lost or damaged beyond repair. The “RP” (replacement) modifier must be used when billing for eyeglasses being replaced due to loss or damage in less than a 12 month period. 

Medicaid policy allows for replacement of eyeglasses that have been lost or damaged beyond repair more than once per 12 month period for adults 21 years of age and over who have a mental or physical disability, such as a seizure disorder or mobility problems. Documentation of the disability on the claim form is no longer required, but must be included in records maintained by the optical provider. The claim(s) for replacement eyeglasses for Medicaid members with a disability should be billed using the “RP” modifier for “replacement” and the “KX” modifier for “documentation on file.” 

NOTE:  The repair codes W2005 and W2006 should be billed only when a repair is made to the existing eyeglass lenses or frames. They should not be billed when eyeglass lenses or frames are replaced. (See Informational Letter 503 dated July 10, 2006.)

Children under the age of 7, Medicaid members with vision in only one eye, and members with a diagnosis related illness or disability where regular lenses or frames would pose a safety risk should be provided with safety lenses (S0580) and safety frames (S0516). The appropriate “V” code for the lens index should be billed in addition to the S0580 code. The invoice should be included with the claim for all safety frames. For Medicaid members 8 years of age and older, the “KX” modifier should be used to indicate that documentation of the related illness or disability is in the provider’s patient record.

“Baby” eyeglasses, or wrap-around frames (V2025) are covered under the regular Medicaid policy for children under 2 years of age. The invoice should be included with the claim for pricing.

A case for eyeglasses may be billed when it is the optical provider’s practice to make such a charge to the general public. Effective December 1, 2006, procedure codeV2756 should be used, instead of W0013. 

 If you have any questions, please contact IME Provider Services at 1-800-338-7909, locally 515-725-1004 or by e-mail at IMEProviderServices@dhs.state.ia.us 
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