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To:
Screening Centers

From: 
Iowa Department of Human Services, Iowa Medicaid Enterprise

Re:
Clarification-Billing Developmental Services

Developmental surveillance and testing during preventive health care visits allows the primary care provider an opportunity to offer anticipatory guidance to the family about supporting their child's development, facilitate early intervention and treatment, and improve developmental outcomes.  Developmental surveillance is completed by primary care providers as a part of the preventive health care visit.  (See the Iowa Child Health Maintenance Clinical Notes (HMCN) at http://www.iowaepsdt.org/ScreeningResources/ClinicalNotes.htm.)

Payment for an objective developmental test is not included in the reimbursement for a child’s preventive office visit.  The developmental test is billed using the following code:  

96110 Developmental testing; limited (eg, Developmental Screening Test II, Early Language Milestone Screen), with interpretation and report

The use of developmental screening instruments of a limited nature (eg, Developmental Screening Test II (aka Denver II), Early Language Milestone Screen, PEDS, Ages and Stages, and Vanderbilt ADHD rating scales) is reported using CPT code 96110 (developmental testing; limited).  

Note:  This code includes interpretation & written report

The Iowa Medicaid program encourages providing surveillance and testing of a child’s development on a regular basis.  Additional information may be obtained through the following web site:  www.iowaepsdt.org.

If you have any questions, please contact IME Provider Services at 1-800-338-7909, locally at 515-725-1004 or by e-mail at: imeproviderservices@dhs.state.ia.us. 
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