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INFORMATIONAL RELEASE NO 640 

DATE:


September 7, 2007 



TO:
 

Iowa Medicaid Physicians, RHCs, FQHCs, and ARNPs

ISSUED BY: 

Iowa Department of Human Services, Iowa Medicaid Enterprise

RE:


IowaCare and Regular Medicaid Annual Routine Physical Examinations 

EFFECTIVE:

July 1, 2007  

***** This letter replaces Information Letter 627, issued June 15, 2007. *****
In the past, Iowa Medicaid did not cover preventive physical exams for adults.  As of July 1, 2007, this service is now available to both regular Medicaid and IowaCare adult members.  Informational Release Number 627 (dated June 15, 2007) described how to bill for these services but contained some erroneous information.  This Informational Release replaces the previous instructions and more accurately describes how to bill for this service.  

· *****PLEASE NOTE:  Any qualified Medicaid provider will now be able to provide an annual preventive physical exam and limited laboratory services to IowaCare members.  However, no other services for IowaCare members will be payable to non-IowaCare providers.     
Exams for Regular Medicaid Members

Starting July 1, 2007, Regular Iowa Medicaid adult members may receive an annual preventative physical examination from any enrolled Iowa Medicaid physician, ARNP, FQHC, or RHC.  This examination should be unrelated to a specific disease, injury, illness, or complaint.  Because of this new benefit, the IME has opened diagnosis codes V70.0 and V70.9 as payable consistent with the coding conventions described in ICD-9-CM.  To bill this service, the appropriate Evaluation and Management procedure code (from CPT) should be billed along with the V70.0 or V70.9 primary diagnosis, and all diagnosis pointers on the claim should point to the primary diagnosis.
Lab services are covered as appropriate for an initial preventive exam and as such should also be billed using V70.0 or V70.9 as the primary diagnosis.  Additional diagnoses can be listed as secondary.  Additional treatment resulting from the annual examination (if necessary) should be billed with diagnosis codes appropriate for those conditions.

Exams for IowaCare Members

Starting July 1, 2007, IowaCare members may receive an annual preventative physical examination from any enrolled Iowa Medicaid physician, ARNP, FQHC, or RHC.  This examination should be unrelated to a specific disease, injury, illness, or complaint.  

· *****PLEASE NOTE:  This annual preventative physical examination and a limited list of laboratory services will be the only type of service rendered to IowaCare members for which non-IowaCare providers may receive payment from the IME.

Payable services for IowaCare members under the new annual preventative physical examination benefit is limited; the following codes sets are the only ones payable under the new benefit:

Diagnosis: must be V70.0 and/or V70.9

Procedure Codes: only in the range 99381-99397

Routine Lab Codes: only the following are allowed 81000, 81001, 82465, 82947, 85004, 85025, 85027 

· *****Follow-up care for IowaCare members related to any medical issues identified in the annual exam must be referred to the member’s IowaCare provider (either Broadlawns or the University of Iowa, depending upon the member’s county of residence).  Examinations or labs not considered routine are covered and payable only by an IowaCare provider.  

Exams rendered by RHCs and/or FQHCs:

RHCs and FQHCs may bill the annual preventative physical examinations and associated labs with the encounter code T1015.  When billing these services for adult Medicaid members, diagnosis codes V70.0 or V70.9 must be used.  

IowaCare Providers (University of Iowa and Broadlawns) should contact IME with any questions about how this new benefit should be billed.
The IME appreciates your partnership as we work together to meet the needs of Iowa Medicaid members.

If you have any questions, please contact IME Provider Services at 1-800-338-7909, locally at 515-725-1004 or by e-mail at: imeproviderservices@dhs.state.ia.us. 
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