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March 11, 2022 

GENERAL LETTER NO. 7-I-43 

ISSUED BY: Bureau of Financial, Food, and Work Supports 

Division of Adult, Children, and Family Services 

SUBJECT: Employees’ Manual, Title 7, Chapter I, SNAP Specific Households and 
Participants, Contents page 2, page 52-55, revised. 

Summary 

Chapter 7-I is revised to update information about a household’s ineligibility for SNAP 
due to lottery or gambling winnings. 

Effective Date 

Upon receipt. 

Material Superseded 

This material replaces the following pages from Employees’ Manual, Title 7, Chapter I: 

Page Date 

Contents 2 December 10, 2021 

52-55 December 10, 2021 

Additional Information 

Refer questions about this general letter to your area income maintenance administrator. 
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 Do prorate deductions for: 

• Shelter costs when an ineligible member pays for or is 

responsible for the expense; 

• Dependent care costs when an ineligible member pays for or is 

responsible for the expense; and 

• Child support paid by an ineligible member. 

Allow the eligible household’s prorated share of these deductions. 

Comment: 

 

 1. The household consists of Mr. and Mrs. X and their three children. 

Mrs. X is an ineligible alien. Mr. X is eligible and works. He is 

responsible and pays for the rent. Since Mr. X is a member of the 

eligible group and is responsible for the expense, the entire shelter 

expense is allowed. 

 2. Mr. and Mrs. Y have four children. Mr. Y is an ineligible alien. The 

SNAP eligible group consists of Mrs. Y and the children. Mr. Y is 

responsible and pays for the rent of $600 and all utility expenses, 

including heat. The family is eligible for a prorated share of the rent 

and the entire big standard for utilities. 

The amount allowable for rent is calculated as follows: 

$600 divided by 6 people (all household members) = $100 

$100 X 5 people (the eligible household members) = $500.  

 3. A child is the only eligible member. The only income in the 

household is the child support the mother receives. The child 

support is used to pay the household expenses.  

Because the child support is the child’s income, the child is paying 

all the expenses. The allowable deductions are not prorated 

because the eligible member pays the expense. 

 4. A mother receives FIP for her child. The mother is an ineligible 

alien for both FIP and SNAP. The only income in the household is 

the FIP. The FIP is used to pay the household expenses.  

Because the FIP is the child’s income, the child is paying all the 

expenses. The allowable deductions are not prorated because the 

eligible member pays the expense. 
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Ineligible Households Due to Lottery or Gambling Winnings 

Legal reference: 7 CFR 273.11(r) 

A household certified for SNAP benefits is required to report when anyone in the 

household receives lottery or gambling winnings over the resource limit during the 

certification period. The household’s attestation to the amount of their lottery or 

gambling winnings does not need to be further verified, unless questionable. A 

household who reports lottery or gambling winnings over the limit must be canceled 

(see 14-B(5) for instructions). 

A household who loses eligibility due to the receipt of lottery or gambling winnings 

remains ineligible until they meet regular income and resource limits. This means they 

cannot be considered categorically eligible until they are certified under regular SNAP 

rules. See 7-C, Categorical Eligibility Following Ineligibility Due to Lottery or Gambling 

Winnings. 

Data matches that show lottery or gambling winnings are not considered verified and 

therefore should be held to be verified/clarified at the next recertification. 

Migrants and Seasonal Farm Workers 

The policies in this section apply to households that have at least one member who is a 

migrant or seasonal farm worker. 

“Migrants” are defined as those who travel between states or counties to find work, 

especially harvesting crops, on a seasonal basis. While in the migrant stream, the 

household may or may not have a permanent place of residence to return to at night, 

and therefore, may be considered homeless. 

A “seasonal farm worker” is a person who works on a farm or ranch on a seasonal basis 

when the work is generally within commuting distance of the person’s home. 

The following sections describe special policies for: 

 Application processing 

 Emergency services 

 Income 

 Budgeting for destitute households 

https://dhs.iowa.gov/sites/default/files/14-B5.pdf
https://dhs.iowa.gov/sites/default/files/7-C.pdf
https://dhs.iowa.gov/sites/default/files/7-C.pdf
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Application Processing 

Legal reference: 7 CFR 273.10(f)(3); 273.2(F)(1)(vi); and 273.10(e) 

For migrant households, you can waive the requirement that a household must 

prove it lives in Iowa if proof cannot reasonably be obtained. Document in the 

case file any efforts to verify residency. 

Migrants are entitled to postpone out-of-state verification only once each season. 

If a migrant household requesting emergency service has already had verification 

of out-of-state information postponed in the current season, grant a postponement 

of out-of-state verification only for the first month’s issuance. 

An “initial month” for migrant or seasonal farm worker households is the first 

month the household is certified following a break of at least one month in 

participation. This means that you do not prorate benefits from the date of the 

application when at least one household member got SNAP during the month 

before the month in which the household applies. Assign households the longest 

certification periods possible based on the predictability of the household’s 

circumstances. Certify households for at least four months. 

Emergency Services 

Legal reference: 7 CFR 273.10(e)(2) and (3), 273.2(i)(1) 

Migrants and seasonal farm workers are eligible for emergency service if the 

household meets any one of the standard emergency criteria as defined in 7-B, 

Determining Eligibility for Emergency Service. 

A migrant and seasonal farm worker household is also entitled to emergency 

services if the household is destitute and has $100 or less in liquid resources. A 

household is destitute if the household’s only income for the month of application 

is from one or both of the following sources: 

 Terminated income that was received before the date of application. 

• When the income is normally received monthly, “terminated” means the 

income will not be received from the same source during the balance of the 

month of application nor during the following month. 

• When the income is normally received more frequently than monthly, 

“terminated” means the income will not be received again from the same 

source during the balance of the month of application nor during the 

following month. 

http://dhs.iowa.gov/sites/default/files/7-B.pdf
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• When the income is normally received less frequently than monthly, 

“terminated” means the income will not be received in the month in which 

the next payment would normally be received. 

 A new source from which the household will not receive more than $25 by the 

tenth calendar day after the date of application. “New source” applies to 

income of: 

• $25 or more that is normally received on a monthly or more frequent basis 

when the household has not received any income from that source within 

30 days before the date the application was filed. 

• $25 or more that is received less often than monthly if the income was not 

received within the last normal interval between payments. 

 

A household applies in early January and will be paid quarterly starting late in 

January. The income from a new source is considered if the household has not 

received more than $25 from that source during October or since that time. 

Income 

Legal reference: 7 CFR 273.10(e)(2) and (3), 273.9(c)(1)(ii), and 273.9(c)(5)(ii) 

Do not count migrant and seasonal farm worker general assistance or public 

assistance vendor payments for housing and transportation while workers are in 

the job stream. 

EXCEPTION: Do not exclude these transportation payments when they are for gas 

or car repair to get the migrant back home or to another area of employment or 

for transportation to get the worker to the farm. Exclude reimbursements made 

to the migrant for travel expenses. 

Destitute Households 

Legal reference: 7 CFR 273.10(e)(2) and (3), 441 IAC 65.31(1) 

Determine eligibility for destitute households (see Emergency Services for 

destitution criteria) by comparing either the household’s gross or net income to 

the corresponding monthly income eligibility standard, depending on the type of 

household members. See 7-C, Categorical Eligibility, and 7-F, Gross Income Limit. 

Count only income between the first of the month and the date of application to 

determine the household’s gross and net monthly income for the month of 

application. Do not count any income received from a new source after the date of 

application. 

http://dhs.iowa.gov/sites/default/files/7-C.pdf
http://dhs.iowa.gov/sites/default/files/7-F.pdf

