
1305 E. Walnut Street, Des Moines, IA 50319-0114 

May 13, 2022 

GENERAL LETTER NO. 8-C-102 

ISSUED BY: 

SUBJECT: 

Iowa Medicaid Eligibility 

Employees’ Manual, Title 8, Chapter C, Medicaid Nonfinancial 
Eligibility, 108 and 109, revised..

Summary 

This chapter is revised to update information relating to joint custody living 
arrangements. 

Effective Date 

Immediately. 

Material Superseded 

Remove the following pages from Employees’ Manual, Title 8, Chapter C, and 
destroy them: 

Page Date 

108 and 109 January 29, 2021 

Additional Information 

Refer questions about this general letter to your income maintenance administrator. 



Title 8: Medicaid Page 108 

Iowa Department of Human Services Employees’ Manual 

Chapter C: Nonfinancial Eligibility Nonfinancial MAGI-Related Eligibility 

Revised May 13, 2022 Determining If a Common-Law Marriage Exists 

Evidence must represent the couple as husband and wife. One item is not enough 

evidence, but several items might indicate a common-law marriage. 

A common-law marriage is a legal and valid marriage. When a common-law 

marriage exists, treat the adults the same as any other married couple. 

Adoption 

Legal reference: 441 IAC 75 (Rules in Process) 

When a mother intends to place her child for adoption shortly after birth, the child 

is considered as living with the mother until the legal release of custody is signed 

and custody is actually relinquished. Iowa law requires that when a child is 

voluntarily placed for adoption, a release of custody cannot be signed less than 72 

hours after the child’s birth. 

The adoption does not sever a biological relationship. 

Joint Custody 

Legal reference: 441 IAC 75 (Rules in Process) 

A child can receive Medicaid in one household only.   

Living with a parent or other caretaker implies the existence of a relationship 

involving an accepted responsibility on the part of the caretaker for the primary 

care of the child. A non-parental caretaker must attest to having primary 

responsibility for the child’s care. 

In joint custody situations, the child shall be considered to be living with the 

custodial parent or other caretaker (which is determined as follows) when a child 

lives in the home of one parent or other caretaker some of the time and also lives 

in the separate home of the other parent or another caretaker: 

 As specified in a court order or binding separation, divorce or custody 

agreement, or, 

 If there is no such order, the parent or other caretaker with whom the child 

spends most nights shall be considered the custodial parent or other caretaker.  

When a child spends equal amounts of time in the home of each parent and both 

parents apply for Medicaid for the child, the parents must decide which parent will 

continue with the application. Likewise, when a child spends equal amounts of 

time in the home of a parent and the home of another caretaker, the parent or 

other caretaker must decide which caretaker will continue with the application. 



Title 8: Medicaid Page 109 

Iowa Department of Human Services Employees’ Manual 

Chapter C: Nonfinancial Eligibility Nonfinancial MAGI-Related Eligibility 

Revised May 13, 2022 Joint Custody 

If the parents, or the parent and other caretaker, cannot reach a decision, the 

department will make the determination based on the totality of the available 

circumstances. 

The following questions may be helpful when deciding who the child is living with if 

the child appears to be spending equal amounts of time in each home and the 

parents cannot decide who will receive Medicaid. This is not a complete or final list 

of questions but gives some general guidance. 

 Which parent lives in the same school district as the child’s school? 

 Who purchases most of the child’s clothing? 

 Which parent does the school contact in an emergency? 

 Where are most of the child’s clothing and toys stored? 

 Who does most of the child’s laundry? 

 Who maintains medical records and sets up medical appointments? 

 Who has the final say as to what the child can or cannot do if there is a 

disagreement? 

Upon the determination that a child is living with a parent or other caretaker, the 

Medicaid household for the child is determined as described above in MAGI 

Household Size. 


