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The following person/organization provided written comments, which are included in the 
summary below:  
 
1.  Laurie Clair, PA, Title: President, Iowa Physician Assistant Society (IPAS) 
 
COMMENT: 
 
The IPAS’s issue is with Item 4 under this proposed rule, which generally makes various 
technical corrections to various current rules, including under Item 4.  Item 4 amends 
441—78.1(24) related to “topical fluoride varnish”, by updating technical references to 
the “Code on Dental Procedures and Nomenclature”.  The previous and proposed 
version of 78.1(24) uses the term “physicians”, related to such practitioners providing 
these services.  The IPAS believes that the rule’s language limiting practitioners to 
“physicians” would exclude other appropriately licensed and competent health 
professionals from providing these services, within the scope of their professional 
licensure.  In this regard, the IPAS recommended revising the current proposed change 
to 78.1(24) to read: “…when rendered by physicians or auxiliary personnel acting within 
the scope of their practice, licensure, and other applicable state law…” 
   
RESPONSE: 

It is important to note that the use of the term “physicians” in the context of both the 
current and proposed versions of 441—78.1(24) is related to the fact that this subrule is 
under the main rule 441—78.1(249A), related to “physicians services”.  That fact 
notwithstanding, the Department understands IPAS’s concerns and agrees with its 
recommended revision and will revise the proposed rule, as follows: 

ITEM 4. Amend subrule 78.1(24) as follows: 

      78.1(24) Topical fluoride varnish. Payment shall be made for application of an 
FDA-approved topical fluoride varnish, as defined by the current version of the 
Current Dental Terminology, Third Edition Code on Dental Procedures and 
Nomenclature (CDT-3), published by the American Dental Association, for the 
purpose of preventing the worsening of early childhood caries in children aged 0 to 
36 months of age, when rendered by physicians or other appropriately licensed 
practitioners under the supervision of or in collaboration with a physician and who 
are acting within the scope of their practice, licensure, and other applicable state law, 
subject to the following provisions and limitations: 

      a.  to d.  No change. 

 


