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Amendments  

Amendments in Bold

SECTION 2

2.2       Restriction on Communication

From the issue date of this RFP until announcement of the successful bidder, bidders may contact only the Issuing Officer.  The Issuing Officer will respond only to questions regarding the procurement process.  Questions related to the interpretation of this RFP must be submitted in writing to the Issuing Officer by 3:00 p.m., Central Time, December 31, 2003.  Unauthorized contact regarding the RFP with other state employees may result in disqualification.

2.4      Procurement Timetable

The following dates are set forth for informational and planning purposes; however, the Department reserves the right to change the dates.

Notice of Intent to Issue RFP
11/24/2003

Issue RFP
12/10/2003

Bidders Conference
12/17/2003

Letters of Intent and Questions Due
12/31/2003

Response to Questions Issued
01/14/2004

Closing Date for Receipt of Bid Proposals and Amendment
01/21/2004

to Bid Proposals

Oral Presentations
02/11/2004

Announce Apparent Successful Bidder
02/18/2004

Completion of Contract Negotiations and Execution
02/26/2004

of the Contract



Begin Contract
03/01/2004

2.5       Bidders’ Library

Materials provided in the Bidder’s Library for the “Systems  and Professional Services for the Iowa Medicaid Enterprise” RFP (issued simultaneously with this RFP)  will be available onsite at the DHS office (Hoover Building-Des Moines, Iowa) by appointment only, for potential bidders to review.  The Bidders’ Library will be available on Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursdays (between the hours of 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Central Time) from December 16, 2003 through January 20, 2004, excluding holidays.  Bidders should contact the Issuing Officer (Jo Ann Cowger) or her designee(s) by phone at (515) 281-8283 or by e-mail at medicaid456@dhs.state.ia.us to schedule appointments in one or two hour blocks of time per day.

2.7      Submission of and Response to Questions

Written questions and comments related to the terms and conditions of the RFP may be submitted and must be received by the Issuing Officer before 3:00 p.m., Central Time, December 31, 2003.  Verbal questions will not be permitted.  If the question or comment pertains to a specific section of the RFP, the page and section number(s) must be referenced.  Questions and comments must be submitted to the Issuing Officer by mail or electronic mail and will not be accepted via fax.  All questions submitted via electronic mail should be sent to the following e-mail address:


medicaid456@dhs.state.ia.us
Written responses to questions and comments will be issued on or before December 29, 2003 to bidders who submit a letter of intent to bid.  The Department’s written responses will be considered part of the RFP.  If the Department modifies the RFP, the Department will issue an appropriate amendment to the RFP.

The Department assumes no responsibility for verbal representations made by its officers or employees unless such representations are confirmed in writing and incorporated into the RFP.

2.8       Letters of Intent to Bid

A letter of intent to bid must be mailed, sent via delivery service or hand delivered by the bidder or the bidder’s representative to the Issuing Officer and must be received by 3:00 p.m., Central Time, December 31, 2003.  The letter of intent to bid must include the bidder’s name, mailing address, electronic mail address, fax number, telephone number, a statement of intent to bid for the Independent Verification and Validation for Implementation of the Iowa Medicaid Enterprise contract, and an authorizing signature.  Electronic mail and faxed letters of intent to bid will not be accepted.

Submitting a letter of intent to bid is a mandatory condition to submit a bid proposal and to ensure receipt of written responses to bidders’ questions and comments and any amendments to the RFP.  Failure to submit a letter of intent by the deadline specified will result in the rejection of the bidder's bid proposal.

2.9       Amendment to the RFP and Bid Proposal and Withdrawal of Bid Proposal

The Department reserves the right to amend the RFP at any time.  If the amendment occurs after the closing date for receipt of bid proposals, the Department may, in its sole discretion, allow bidders to amend their bid proposals in response to the Department's amendment if necessary.

The bidder may amend its bid proposal.  The amendment must be in writing, signed by the bidder and mailed to the Issuing Officer.  The amendment must be received by 3:00 p.m., Central Time, January 21, 2004, to be considered unless the Department extends this date.  Electronic mail and faxed amendments will not be accepted.

The bidder may withdraw its bid proposal prior to the closing date for receipt of bid proposals by submitting a written request to withdraw to the Issuing Officer.  Electronic mail and faxed requests to withdraw will not be accepted.

2.10 Submission of Bid Proposals

The bid proposal must be received by the Issuing Officer, addressed as identified below, before 3:00 p.m., Central Time, January 21, 2004. 


Jo Ann Cowger, Issuing Officer




Iowa Department of Human Services




1st Floor, Hoover State Office Building

1305 East Walnut Street




Des Moines, Iowa   50319-0114

Any bid proposal received after this deadline will be rejected and returned to the bidder.  Bidders mailing bid proposals must allow ample mail delivery time to ensure timely receipt of their bid proposals.  It is the bidder’s responsibility to ensure that the bid proposal is received prior to the deadline.  Postmarking by the due date will not substitute for actual receipt of the bid proposal by the Department.  Electronic mail and faxed bid proposals will not be accepted.

2.23  Award Notice and Acceptance Period

Notice of intent to award the contract will be sent by mail to all bidders submitting a timely bid proposal. The notice of intent to award is subject to execution of a written contract and, as a result, the notice does not constitute the formation of a contract between the Department and the apparent successful bidder.  Awarding the contract to the apparent successful bidder is final for purposes of Iowa Code Chapter 17A. Bidders may request review of the award decision by filing a written appeal to the District Court. Any action taken by a bidder to request review of the award decision will not stay negotiation of the contract with the apparent successful bidder. Negotiation and execution of the contract shall be completed no later than February 26, 2004.  If the apparent successful bidder fails to negotiate and  execute a contract by February 26, 2004, the Department may revoke the award and award the contract to the next highest ranked bidder.

The Department further reserves the right to cancel the award at any time prior to the execution of a written contract.

SECTION 3

3.2.2    Phase 1   March 2004 - June 2004
SECTION 4

4.2.13   Bid Bond

The bidder shall submit a bid bond or certified check in favor of or made payable    to the State of Iowa in the amount of $5000.00 which shall guarantee the availability of the services offered for a minimum of thirty (30) days after the date set for completion of contract negotiations and execution of the contract.  The bond of the apparently successful bidder shall be forfeited if that bidder fails to negotiate and deliver an executed contract by (February 26, 2004) set in the procurement time table for completion of contract negotiations and execution of contract.  The bid bond or certified check shall be returned to bidders following execution of the contract.

SECTION 6

6.4       Term of the Contract

The Contract shall begin on March 1, 2004 and shall extend through March 31, 2006. 
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