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Meeting Minutes 
The Child Abuse Prevention Program Advisory Committee (CAPPAC), of the Council on 

Human Services, held a meeting Monday, January 4, 2016, 1:00-2:30pm via conference call 
 

Dial in: 866-685-1580 
Participant Passcode: 6340846241 
 

Call to Order, Welcome & Introductions 
Members Present:  Bellows, DeLoach, Frey, Sulentic, Wells 
 
Members Absent: Alvarez 
 
ICAPP Administrators Present: Patterson, Scott  
 
DHS Staff Present: Bender 
 

Recap of 10/13/15 and approval of 10/13/15 Minutes 

 Bender provided a brief overview of the previous meeting and the disruption 

the occurred at the last meeting by a member of public.   

 Bender reminded CAPPAC that all meetings are publically posted and 

members of the public may occasionally show up and/or call in (when a 

conference call is optional), though they may not necessarily identify 

themselves on the call. 

 Bender stated that members should continue to do business as scheduled 

on the agenda and allow for a short amount of time on each agenda in the 

event of public comment.  If disruptions become problematic we will consider 

what other actions may need to occur to ensure meetings are efficient and 

effective. 

 A motion to approve the minutes as written, for 10/13/15, was made.  All 

members were in favor and no one opposed.  The minutes stand as written.    
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ICAPP Program/PCA Iowa Updates 

 Patterson provided an update to members on the implementation of ICAPP 

contracted services for SFY 2016.  

 It was noted that, with the exception of a few Sexual Abuse Prevention 

(SAP) projects that are school-based, the majority of programs are up and 

running and reporting services.  

 Patterson provided a brief overview of the monitoring and review site visit 

process, explaining that a number of contracts are pulled at random each 

year for onsite visits.   

o So far this SFY Patterson noted that she has visited with Crawford, 

Adair, and Franklin Counties.    

o Patterson noted that the reviews typically involve looking at each of 

the council’s contracts (not just the one pulled at random) and doing a 

sampling of service and financial records. 

o Patterson noted she then writes up a report to the council on the 

outcome of the visit and sends a copy to DHS.   

 It was asked whether there were any general issues/themes that councils 

raise during site visits. 

o Patterson and Bender responded that, in general, visits have gone 

very well and provide an opportunity for state staff (DHS and PCA 

Iowa) to learn more about the council and services provided.   

o It was noted that some common concerns include having a fully 

representative council (i.e. the requirements for representation from 

law enforcement, medical/mental health, etc.).  Other concerns have 

been around getting program referrals and the various reporting 

requirements for different state funded programs.   

o Bender provided a brief update regarding MIECHV/ECI moving to a 

new data reporting system and the meeting held with IDPH staff on 

this.  It was noted that when this new system is implemented for other 

early childhood/family support programs, we will again connect with 

other state agencies about the possibility of combined reporting.   

o Frey spoke about his experience with the Chickasaw Co. council 

having a site visit a few years ago and how the process was a nice 

opportunity for the council to connect with state staff, putting a name 

with a face.        

o Sulentic inquired about whether it would be helpful for members of the 

CAPPAC to attend site visits.  Patterson noted that she could send 

site visit information to council members so that, should there be a 

visit in the area of a CAPPAC member, they could attend if it works 

with their schedule.  Bender also noted that it may be nice for 
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CAPPAC members to participate in the quarterly meetings she holds 

with PCA Iowa.   

  Other PCA Iowa Updates: 

o Patterson gave a brief overview of the process PCA Iowa is using to 

recruit their new Executive Director.  She noted there is a selection 

committee reviewing applicants and that they are beginning the 

interview process, with hopes to have a decision in mid-late February.   

  PCA Iowa Legislative Agenda: 

o Scott provided an overview of PCA Iowa’s Legislative Agenda for 

2016.  The agenda includes 3 goals: 

1. Expand funding for Iowa’s 1st Five Initiative 

2. Continue Iowa’s income tax check off for child abuse 

prevention 

3. Support increased education efforts to provide child abuse 

prevention training and resources (Federal Every Student 

Succeeds Act, passed in Dec. 2015, authorized use of federal 

funds to educate teachers, students, and parents on preventing 

child sexual abuse) 

o Bender also briefly mentioned another piece of federal legislation that 

has been gathering support, the Families First Act.  The bill has not 

officially been introduced in Congress, but if passed could expand 

federal funding (under IVE) for preventive types of services.     

Looking Ahead 

 Bender initiated a conversation with members regarding any topic areas or 

program goals they would like to consider.  It was noted that given the length 

of current contracts (up to 3 years), there is time to really look at trends and 

data before the next procurement and decide how to best move the program 

forward.   

o Scott noted that historically, the advisory committee has viewed 

statewide coverage as more important than depth of programming.   

o Bender asked if a funding formula based more on individual county 

needs (i.e. child abuse rates, population, etc.) was something they 

would like to consider.  Frey was hesitant about this, as reporting 

rates may not always be the best predictor of child abuse, but more 

an indication of the training/knowledge of mandatory reporters. 

o Sulentic stated that perhaps a blend, similar to what we did this year 

by providing an overall cap and then allowing for additional funding for 

“high risk” counties, is the best option.  

o Bender noted the idea of tiers used in Michigan, depending on various 

factors, including the sophistication of the program. 
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o DeLoach brought up the possibility of funding tiers correlated with the 

different levels of program effectiveness (i.e. evidence base). 

o Bender noted that this will likely be an ongoing conversation and 

something to revisit at future meetings.   

CAPPAC role in SFY 2017 Contract renewals 
 Patterson and Bender provided an update regarding the plans for contract 

renewals for SFY 2017.  It was shared that we hoped to do basic renewal 

letters for those contracts not requiring any amendments or a Program 

Improvement Plan (PIP).  Those letters would have to be out by the end of 

April (as they require 60 days’ notice, per the contract).   

 Bender stated we would like to touch base with the CAPPAC sometime in 

April to give them some parameters for what contracts we’d like to do a 

renewal on and get there approval.  Then we would pull them together again 

to review performance concerns and/or requests to change contract 

deliverables, as these contracts will need to be issued formal amendments 

by the end of June.   

Wrap-up & Schedule Next Meeting 

 Scott asked whether members would be in attendance at the annual Child 
Abuse Prevention/Family Support Conference and suggested the group 
could convene during that.   

 Bender stated she would be sending a Doodle Poll to schedule something 
and would reach out to those members not on the call today before deciding.   

 Meeting sometime in April (TBD) 

 
 
 

  


