
 
 

Teleconference Meeting Minutes 

August 18, 2020 

 
 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEMBERS DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES 

Mark Anderson, Chair – present via phone Gretchen Kramer – present via phone 

Kimberly Kudej – present via phone Faith Sandberg – present via phone 

Sam Wallace – present via phone Matt Highland – present via phone 

Carol Forristall – absent Carrie Malone  – present  

Rebecca Peterson – present via phone Julie McCauley – present  

Skylar Mayberry-Mayes – absent Janee Harvey – present via phone 

 Jack Willey  – present via phone Jean Slaybaugh – present via phone 

 Vern Armstrong – present via phone 

 Marissa Eyanson – present via phone 

 Anthony Lyman – present via phone 

 Paula Motsinger – present via phone 

 Amy McCoy – present via phone 

 Nancy Freudenberg – present via phone 
 

 

 

EX-OFFICIO LEGISLATIVE MEMBERS 

Representative Joel Fry – absent 

Senator Mariannette Miller-Meeks – absent 

Senator Amanda Ragan – absent 

Representative Timi Brown-Powers – absent 

 

Call to Order 

Chair Mark Anderson called the Council meeting to order at 10:00 a.m. via conference call on Tuesday, August 
18, 2020. 

 

Roll Call 
Five Council members were present, two were absent and all Ex-officio legislative members were absent. 
 
 
Rules 
 

The following amendments to the administrative rules were presented for adoption at the August 
18, 2020, Council on Human Services meeting.   



 
R-1.   Amendments to Chapter 75, “Conditions of Eligibility,” Iowa Administrative Code  
(MEPD rules) The proposed rule is  amended to adjust the federal poverty levels increments used 
to assess premiums for applicants and recipients with income over 150% of the federal poverty level 
under the Medicaid for Employed People with Disabilities (MEPD) program.  

 
      A motion was made by Wallace to approve and seconded by Kudej.  
      MOTION UNANIMOUSLY CARRIED 
 
 

R-2.  Amendments to Chapter 77, “Conditions of Participation for Providers of Medical and 
Remedial Care,” Chapter 78, “Amount, Duration and Scope of Medical and Remedial 
Services,” and Chapter 79, “Other Policies Relating to Providers of Medical and Remedial 
Care”, Iowa Administrative Code.  (Pharmacy Scope of Practice Rules). The Iowa Board of 
Pharmacy, in collaboration with the Iowa Department of Public Health, developed statewide 
protocols for pharmacists ordering and dispensing of naloxone and nicotine replacement therapy 
(NRT) tobacco cessation products, as well as pharmacists ordering and administering vaccines. In 
order to allow these expanded pharmacist practice protocols under Medicaid the following changes 
are proposed: 
• Adds “Pharmacist” as a provider type eligible to enroll in the Medicaid program. 
• Clarifies qualified prescriber and prescription requirements based on the pharmacist expanded 
practice standards. 
• Amends the section related to pharmacies administering influenza vaccine to children to include 

all Medicaid covered vaccines for children and adds the administration of adult vaccines, pursuant 
to 657 IAC 39 and the statewide protocols.  Also adds Medicaid verification and reporting 
requirements. The changes enable pharmacists to take advantage of the expanded practice 
standards while clarifying the Medicaid verification and reporting requirements for vaccines. 
• Amends the section related to basis of reimbursement for vaccines related to pharmacies. All 
billing and reimbursement of vaccines, regardless of provider type, will be through the healthcare 
common procedure coding system (HCPCS) to ensure consistency among providers as well as a 
coordinated Medicaid immunization record for the member. 
 

                 A motion was made by Wallace to approve and seconded by Peterson.  
      MOTION UNANIMOUSLY CARRIED 
 

The following amendments to the administrative rules are presented as Noticed rules. 
 

N-1.   Amendments to Chapters 80, “Procedure and Method of Payment,” 
Chapter 133, “IV-A Emergency Assistance Program,” Chapter 172, “Family-Centered Child 
Welfare Services,” Chapter 175, “Abuse Of Children,” and Chapter 186, “Community Care,” 
Iowa Administrative Code.  (Contracting Rules) The Family First Act reforms the federal child 
welfare financing streams.  Title IV-E and Tile IV-B of the Social Security Act provide services to 
families who are at risk of entering the child welfare system.  A core expectation under the Family 
First Act is states must employ evidence-based interventions demonstrated to effectively strengthen 
and preserve connections between children and their family.  The primary focus of these services is 
to prevent removal of a child and placement into foster care.  These changes will positively affect 
the child welfare contractors who successfully bid on contracts as the evidence-based interventions 
provide clear expectations to fidelity of models used in service provisions.   

  
   
 
 
 
 
 



 N-2   Amendments to Chapter 202, “Foster Care Placement and Services, “Iowa Administrative 
 Code.   (Foster Care Placement Services). The Family First Act and 2019 House File 644 requires 
 protocols to ensure children being placed in out of home settings are not inappropriately misdiagnosed 
 with mental illness, other emotional or behavioral disorders, medically fragile conditions or 
 developmentally delayed conditions.  The proposed rule requires information in case permanency plans 
 for children entering or already in foster care to include efforts to retain existing medical and mental 
 health care providers as well as activities to evaluate service needs. 
 

   A motion was made by Kudej to approve and seconded by Wallace. 
   MOTION UNANIMOUSLY CARRIED 
 
Approval of Minutes 

 A motion was made by Kudej and seconded by Peterson to approve the minutes of the July 8, 2020 meeting. 
MOTION UNANIMOUSLY CARRIED 

Council Update 

Council member Kudej asked for a response to a question that was asked last month about total abortion 
numbers in the State of Iowa, and a break down by county of how many Medicaid recipients are receiving birth 
control. CIO Matt Highland stated we do have updated numbers on the family planning program and that Director 
Garcia intended to walk the council through those numbers, however she was unable to join the meeting due to 
dealing with the effects of the Derecho that hit Iowa on August 10th. DHS is heavily involved in offering assistance 
to Iowans that were affected. Highland would be happy to send that data out to you, then have a discussion next 
month. 
 
Director Garcia Update 
 
 Matt Highland apologized for Director Garcia’s absence due to the emergent situations many Iowans are facing 
due to the storm damage. He explained that many of the Director’s team members have been at the State’s 
Emergency Response Center over the last several days and that DHS is working on providing emergency 
shelter and food assistance to those Iowans in need. He gave an overview of all of the information available to 
Iowans on our website as well as working with local community organizations to make sure we reach everyone 
who needs assistance. He gave a brief update on the COVID-19 outbreak at our boy’s state training school in 
Eldora, stating that all 26 youth that tested positive have recovered and returned to their cottages.  
 
 Council Member Kudej asked about the news that the State has been incorrectly reporting the COVID -19 
numbers. Matt stated that we are looking into that now and will be happy to update the Council when we know 
more details. 
 
Public Hearing Presentations for the SFY 2022 DHS Budget 
 

1) NAMI Iowa – Peggy Huppert, Executive Director  
2) Iowa Health Care Association – Brandon Hagen, VP 

Adjournment 

Chair Mark Anderson adjourned the meeting at 10:50 a.m.  

 
Respectfully Submitted by:  
Julie McCauley  
Council Secretary  
jkm 

 

 


