
 
 

Teleconference Meeting Minutes 
October 14, 2021 

 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEMBERS DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES 

Rebecca Peterson - present Director Kelly Garcia – present 

Skylar Mayberry-Mayes – present Jean Slaybaugh – present 

Kimberly Kudej – present  Faith Sandberg – present  

Sam Wallace – present  Matt Highland – present  

Jack Willey – present  Marissa Eyanson - present 
Monika Jindal - present Liz Matney - present 

Kay Fisk - present Janee Harvey – present  
 Carrie Malone - present 
 Vern Armstrong – present  
  

 

EX-OFFICIO LEGISLATIVE MEMBERS 

Representative Joel Fry – absent 

Senator Mariannette Miller-Meeks – absent 

Senator Amanda Ragan – present 

Representative Timi Brown-Powers – absent 

Call to Order 
Chair Rebecca Peterson called the Council meeting to order at 10:00 a.m. via zoom teleconference call on 
Thursday, October 14, 2021. 

 
Roll Call 
All council members were present, Senator Amanda Ragan was present, all other Ex-Officio members were 
absent. 
 
Approval of Minutes 
A motion was made by Wallace and seconded by Willey to approve the minutes of the September 9, 2021, 
meeting.  

  MOTION UNANIMOUSLY CARRIED 
 
Rules 
 

  R-1 Amendments to Chapter 75, “Conditions of Eligibility,” and Chapter 80, “Procedure and Method       
of Payment,” Iowa Administrative Code.  (Aligns rules with current policy and federal regulations)  

 The rules remove exemptions from third party liability for prenatal services. Updates the minimum  
 community spouse resource allowance to allow for the federal amount and links to the federal references  
 so, the amounts do not need to be updated annually. Adds language to better describe the income  
 considered in determining client participation.             
 



 
 
  
 A motion was made by Kudej to approve and seconded by Mayberry-Mayes 
 MOTION UNAMIMOUSLY CARRIED 
 
R-2. Amendments to Chapter 109, “Child Care Centers,” Chapter 110, “Child Development Homes,” 
and Chapter 120, “Child Care Homes,” Iowa Administrative Code.   
The amendments increase the number of children allowed at any one time in a nonregistered childcare home 
to six or fewer if at least one of the children is school-aged. The number of children allowed to be cared for at 
any one time in a registered child development home is increasing from six or more to seven or more. In 
addition, the Department is simplifying regulatory requirements by removing the definition of 
“Part-time hours.” The rules are also updated to reduce the paperwork burden for providers by limiting the 
information needed in provider files to verify professional development requirements. Other regulatory 
requirements have been updated.   
 
 A motion was made by Willey to approve and seconded by Wallace 
 MOTION UNAMIMOUSLY CARRIED 

Analysis of Disability and Behavioral Health Needs 
Medicaid Director Liz Matney provided an update on our intent for the American Rescue Plan Funds. Director 
Matney explained how many of the service agencies overlap with DHS. Using the funds, an outside consultant 
will be hired to understand how we can better serve Iowans by coordinating care and communication with all 
service agencies. Proposals are due October 28th. Once a contract has be awarded the evaluation will take a 
year and with the report due next December.   

Community Integration Update 
MHDS Division Administrator Marisa Eyanson shared the progress that has been made on the Community 
Integration plan. One year into the plan, 39% of the 108 action items have been completed, and 48% are in 
progress. She added that assessments and individual planning meetings have been completed for every 
resident residing in a state resource center. Also, over a dozen conversations have been had with 
stakeholders, associations, providers, and managed care organizations. The year one progress report was 
sent to the Council with their meeting materials. 

Refugee Services Update 
Mak Suceska, Bureau Chief at the Iowa Bureau of Refugee Services explained that they are the statewide 
agency under DHS that helps to serve all refugees with initial and post resettlement needs. He shared that 
over the last several weeks the bureau has been working with different stakeholders, government agencies, 
and community partners in planning for the arrival of 695 Afghan refugees to Iowa. These refugees will be 
settling in Des Moines, Cedar Rapids, Council Bluffs, and Sioux City. The bureau and all the agencies involved 
are working hard to establish a welcoming infrastructure for the refugees.  

Director’s Report 
Director Garcia informed the Council that Iowa, like other states, has seen an increase in virus activity over the 
past several months. However, in the past few weeks there has been some early signs of stabilization at the 
state and national level. She added that IDPH recently launched a testing locator map at coronavirus.iowa.gov 
that helps Iowans find testing near them. The map includes all Test Iowa test kit pick-up sites and locations 
across the state where in-person testing is available. Director Garcia stated that we are currently focused on 
urging Iowans to get their flu vaccines and we are launching our flu campaign in the next few weeks. 
Director Garcia shared that we continue to move forward on our alignment work and sent out an update earlier 
in the week. She encouraged the council members to sign up for the alignment newsletter. Over the past few 
weeks, we have conducted 26 “deep dive” working sessions to identify recommendations and options for 
strengthening alignment in areas of Aging, Disability, Behavioral Health, Food and Nutrition, Health Promotion, 
Supports to Families, and Maternal Health and Childhood. Engaged in this “change team” work is close to 40 
staff members from a range of business units and roles across IDPH and DHS. The team has begun preparing 
to present a preliminary change package to health and human services stakeholders across Iowa for review, 
feedback, and discussion.  



 

 

Council Update 

 Kim Kudej asked to have an update on refugee services from Mak Suceska in 6 months.  

Monika Jindal shared that they are dealing with staffing issues at UIHC, as many others are. 

Adjournment 

A motion was made by Kudej to adjourn the meeting and was seconded by Willey 

Meeting adjourned at 12:02 p.m. 

 
Respectfully Submitted by:  
Julie McCauley  
Council Secretary  
jkm 
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