Mental Health and Disability Services

Judicial-DHS Workgroup Charge

Source: lowa Department of Human Resources (DHS), SF 2312
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MISSION

The mission of the Judicial-DHS Workgroup is to improve the experience of those with
substance-abuse disorders, intellectual disabilities and mental iliness with the lowa
Judicial system and to ensure that people are given access to proper treatment and
facilities based on their conditions and needs.

GOALS

The goals of the workgroup are two-fold: to create a proposal for an effective involuntary
commitment process for persons with substance-related disorders, intellectual
disabilities and mental illness; and to study and make recommendations for establishing
an independent, statewide patient advocate program.

MEMBERSHIP
*See attached.

TASKS

e Study and make recommendations to consolidate the processes for involuntary
commitment processes found in lowa Code chapters 125, 222 and 229.

e Study and make recommendations on the feasibility of establishing an
independent, statewide patient advocate program for those involuntarily
committed by the court under lowa Code chapters 125, 222, 229 and those found
not guilty by reason of insanity.

e Consider the role and responsibilities for patient advocates including working with
persons with a co-occurring mental illness and substance-related disorder.

e Seek input from mental health and substance abuse providers and providers
offering services whose interests would be represented by the patient advocate
program, along with and individuals currently receiving these services and
current mental health advocates.

e Consider the implementation of consistent reimbursement standards for patient
advocates that is state-funded.
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REPORT DUE
November 30, 2012

TIMELINE
Schedule

Meeting 1: State Capitol,
Rm 103

' Date

Thursday, August 2, 2012;
10:00am-3:00pm

' Task

Achieve goals set forth in the
agenda and charge.

Meeting 2: State Capitol,
Rm 103

Thursday, September 6,
2012; 10:00am-3:00pm

Achieve goals set forth in the
agenda and charge.

Meeting 3: State Capitol,
Rm 103

Thursday, October 11, 2012;
10:00am-3:00pm

Achieve goals set forth in the
agenda and charge.

Meeting 4: State Capitol,
Rm 103

Thursday, November 8,
2012; 10:00am-3:00pm

Achieve goals set forth in the
agenda and charge.

Meeting 5: Conference
Call

Tuesday, November 20,
2012; TBD

Call to review/approve draft
report.

Final Report Due

Friday, November 30 , 2012

Final Report submitted to
Governor and General
Assembly.

Final Report Distribution

Friday, November 30, 2012

Final report emailed to

Workgroup members and posted

to Redesign website.
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