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Federal Reimbursement Now Available  
for Legal Representation for Children, Parents 

 
(Des Moines, Iowa) - For the first time, jurisdictions can seek federal reimbursement for the cost of 
legal representation for eligible children and their parents.  
 
As of February 24, 2020, the Iowa Department of Human Services and the State Public Defender 
have established a memorandum of understanding (MOU) that allows DHS to seek federal 
reimbursement for the cost of legal representation for children and their parents. 
 

 The establishment of an MOU demonstrates a strong, collaborative partnership between the 
two State of Iowa departments. 

 These financial resources will result in improved quality of legal representation for children and 
parents. 

 The additional resources are federally funded, requiring no additional state funds. 
 The U.S. legal system is based on the premise that parties have a due process right to be 

heard. Competent legal representation is essential for fair treatment. 
 
Competent legal representation for parents and youth is essential to ensuring that parties’ legal rights 
are protected, and that the wishes of parties are effectively voiced.  
 
According to U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, evidence shows that legal 
representation for children, parents and youth contributes to or is associated with: 
 

 increases in party perceptions of fairness;  
 increases in party engagement in case planning, services and court hearings;  
 more personally tailored and specific case plans and services; 
 increases in visitation and parenting time; 
 expedited permanency; and 
 cost savings to state government due to reductions of time children and youth spend in care. 

 
“Establishing an agreement with the State Public Defender’s office will increase opportunities for 
parents to engage in the legal processes that could affect relationships with their children. Accessing 
these resources furthers DHS’s commitment to successfully implement a Family First philosophy,” 
said Janee Harvey, Bureau Chief for Child Welfare and Community Services at DHS. 
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