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Jerry Foxhoven 

Jerry Foxhoven is the Director of the Iowa Department of Human Services. Previous to being 

appointed as DHS Director, he was a Professor of Law and the Executive Director of Clinical 

Programs at the Drake University Law School.  Jerry has been a child advocate for over three 

decades and has received numerous awards for his work with vulnerable children. Prior to his 

appointment as DHS Director, Jerry served as Co-Chair of the Children’s Mental Health and 

Well-being Workgroup whose work led to the Executive Order creating the Children’s System 

State Board.  

Dr. Ryan Wise 

Dr. Ryan Wise is the Director of the Iowa Department of Education. As Director, Dr.  Wise has 

supported the Department's efforts to promote proactive mental health supports in Iowa's 

schools. These efforts include:  implementation of Iowa's Every Student Succeeds Act 

(ESSA) plan, implementation of federal grants that focus on student social-emotional-behavioral 

well-being and mental health, support of a wide range of anti-bullying activities, statewide 

implementation of school-wide positive behavioral interventions and supports (PBIS); and 

access to a wide range of information and resources to support the support of positive mental 

health for Iowa's students.  

Andrew Allen 

Andrew Allen is president and CEO of YSS, a community-based organization based in Ames 

that provides prevention, mental health and addictions treatment, and transitional services to 

more than 5,000 youth across Iowa each year.  After leading community relations at Principal 

Financial Group, Andrew felt called back to YSS where he received treatment to overcome 

addiction as a teenager.  As a person in long-term recovery, Andrew’s mission is to use his 

experience to both address the stigma associated with mental health and addiction disorders, 

and ensure that every youth has access to treatment and recovery. 

Darci Alt 

Darci Alt is the CEO for the Heart of Iowa Community Services Region.  Her interest in 

children’s mental health began in college when she worked at the Daycare for Exceptional 

Children and learned about the co-occurring disabilities that children experience.  She continued 

to learn about issues children and families face working as a Case Manager for ten years with 

DHS.  She has been in her current role for 12 years.  The Heart of Iowa Community Services 

Region funds services for individuals of all ages including individualized services, crisis 

services, and working with schools.   

Gerd Clabaugh 

Gerd Clabaugh is the Director of the Iowa Department of Public Health (IDPH). Gerd has served 

in many capacities within IDPH, including Deputy Director, Director of Health Promotion and 

Chronic Disease Prevention, Director of Acute Disease Epidemiology and Emergency 

Response; during the early 1990s, he was appointed Director of the Center for Health Policy. 
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IDPH supports numerous programs impacting children’s well-being including Iowa’s First Five 

Program, and the state’s Maternal and Child Health program, among others. 

Melanie Cleveringa 

Melanie Cleveringa is the adoptive parent of a son with mental health issues currently receiving 

residential therapy in a nearby state to address his special needs. Her family has traveled this 

15 year journey together, and is actively seeking more support and awareness in order to assist 

the many families in similar situations. Melanie is also a teacher and instructional coach in the 

Sioux Center School District familiar with recent trauma based mental health training as well as 

special education policy and practices. 

Dr. Troyce Fisher 

Dr. Troyce Fisher retired from a 43-year career in education in 2013.  Dr. Fisher began her 

career as a high school teacher and continued as a consultant, administrator, executive director 

of the School Administrators of Iowa, and co-director of Iowa’s Comprehensive Leadership 

System in collaboration with the Wallace Foundation and the Iowa Department of Education. 

She’s been an advocate for at-risk students throughout her career and also has an adult child 

who was diagnosed with bi-polar disorder at age 19.   

Jeff Herzberg 

Jeff Herzberg grew up with a mother who struggled with mental illness her entire life. Jeff has 

spent the past 28 years working with and in support of children as a teacher, coach, assistant 

principal, principal, superintendent and now as the chief administrator at Prairie Lakes Area 

Education Agency. Jeff has recently been trained to be a Youth Mental Health First Aid trainer.  

Scott Hobart 

Scott Hobart has been working with or on behalf of at risk or delinquent youth for over thirty 

years. Scott has been a chief juvenile court officer for ten years and youth with serious 

emotional disorders have traditionally been over represented in the juvenile justice system. 

Scott has also worked as a family therapist in a day treatment program, became the supervisor 

of the program, and ran a detention center. Scott has spent his career advocating for children 

and their families as well as navigating the many different systems that impact children and their 

families.  

Peggy Huppert 

Peggy Huppert is both the Executive Director of NAMI Iowa and the mother of two adult children 

who live with mental health disorders, one of whom was diagnosed as a child and one as an 

adolescent. Peggy was a member of the Complex Needs Workgroup last year and believes the 

same success that occurred through that workgroup can happen for children and families 

through this new group.   

Carol Meade 

Carol is a Licensed Independent Social Worker who earned her Master of Social Work degree 

from Washington University in St. Louis. She has worked with children and families in the 
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mental health and education fields for over 27 years as a social worker and in leadership 

roles.  She has worked at UnityPoint St. Luke's Hospital in Cedar Rapids for the past 15 years 

and is currently the Director of Behavioral Health Services.  UnityPoint St. Luke’s is one of the 

largest psychiatric providers in the state with a total of 72 inpatient beds, including a 24 bed 

child and adolescent unit.    

Mary Neubauer 

Mary Neubauer is the mother of 18-year-old Sergei who took his own life in September 2017. 

Mary and her family have advocated for improvement in mental health services and access to 

help for Iowans in need. Due to frustration about the lack of mental health services to help 

Sergei as he battled depression, PTSD, anxiety and survivor’s guilt, his parents told his story in 

a touching obituary that went viral and became a voice for change. Mary successfully advocated 

for the passing of two landmark pieces mental health legislation during the 2018 legislative 

session.  

John Parmeter 

John Parmeter has been a member of the Mental Health and Disability Services Commission for 
four years as a representative of children’s mental health providers.  He has been on the Board 
of Directors of Orchard Place and Eyerly Ball Community Mental Health Center for seven and 
two years, respectively.  He has life experience with mental health.  His daughter, Maddie, 
struggled with mental illness until she ended her life in 2016 at age twenty-one. 
 

Okpara Rice 

Okpara Rice is the Chief Executive Officer of Tanager Place and has over 20 years of 

experience in the children’s mental health field. He is an active member in the community and 

serves on a number of different boards which includes the NAMI of Linn County Board of 

Directors, Cedar Rapids School Board Diversity Committee, Linn County Juvenile Detention and 

Diversion Advisory Committee, International Child and Youth Care Network, Association of 

Children Residential Centers, Marion Civil Rights Commission and others.  

Jason Sandholdt 

Jason Sandholdt is the Marion County Sheriff. He became involved with advocating for 

children’s mental health issues after serving on the SF 504 complex needs workgroup.  While 

trying to help address the adult issues, he realized that there is also a huge gap in children’s 

mental health issues.  Law Enforcement in Iowa interact with individuals of all ages dealing with 

mental health symptoms every day.   

Dawn Schott 

Dawn Schott is the Director of Linn County Juvenile Detention & Diversion Services in Cedar 

Rapids, Iowa.   She is responsible for the over sight of a 35 bed juvenile detention center and 6 

community-based juvenile diversion programs.  She has 26 years of experience with the Linn 

County programs. Dawn is currently working to bring a higher understanding and 

implementation of trauma informed care into the detention center and reduce reliance on secure 

detention by providing community based programs.  
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Monica Stone 

Monica Stone is the Deputy Director at the Iowa Department of Human Rights.  Mental health 

concerns are interwoven throughout her work in the Department, with a particular emphasis on 

the impact of mental health issues on youth in under-represented populations or those who are 

justice system involved.  Personally, she helps as a navigator and listener for several family 

members and friends who experience mental health issues, and has first-hand experience with 

the challenges in Iowa’s current system, particular for children. 

Beth Townsend 

Beth Townsend is the Director of Iowa Workforce Development (IWD). Director Townsend has 

general supervision over the various services IWD provides to Iowans. The director prepares, 

administers, and controls the budget of the department and its divisions along with Michael 

A. Mauro who is the Division of Labor Commissioner and Joseph S. Cortese II who is the 

Division of Workers’ Compensation Commissioner. Director Townsend was appointed by Gov. 

Branstad and confirmed by Iowa Senate unanimously March 24, 2015. She previously served 

as the Director of the Iowa Civil Rights Commission. Director Townsend served in the Air Force 

Reserve and retired as a Lieutenant Colonel after 21 years of active and reserve duty. 

Dr. Joyce Vista-Wayne 

Dr. Joyce Vista-Wayne is a board certified Child and Adolescent Psychiatrist and has been in 

clinical practice for 20 years.  She completed General Psychiatry residency training at the 

University of California-Irvine and Child and Adolescent fellowship training at Harbor-UCLA in 

Southern California.  Dr. Vista-Wayne moved to Iowa in 1998 starting her practice at Ottumwa 

Regional Health Center until 2010 and then moved to Mercy Pediatric Neurology and Psychiatry 

Center -Mercy Medical Center in Des Moines.  She is also the Past President of both the Iowa 

Medical Society and the Iowa Psychiatric Society.  

Shanell Wagler 

Shanell Wagler is currently the Administrator for Early Childhood Iowa and has worked in this 

area since 1999.  In this role she works at a state level and supports local areas to build a 

system to support young children and their parents.  Ms. Wagler has served as a member of the 

multiple children's mental health interim committees previously legislated.   

 

 


