
Legislative Changes Related to Commitments: 

Iowa Code 125: 

HF 2456 (2018): 

- 125.81. A respondent shall be released from detention prior to the commitment hearing if a 

licensed physician or mental health professional examines and determines the respondent no 

longer meets the criteria for detention and provides notification to the court. 

- 125.82(4). A committal hearing may be held by video conference at the discretion of the court. 

HF 593 (2017): 

- 125.2(10A). Defines mental health professional to mean the same as defined in section 228.1 

(master’s degree in a mental health field, ARNP, PA, physician, and surgeon or an osteopathic 

physician and surgeon). 

- 125 (throughout). Adds mental health professional as a person who can examine, admit, write in 

support of a committal application, write a written report of the examination, allows a 

respondent to choose to be examined by his/her choice of a mental health professional, allows 

the courts to order mental health professionals to examine a respondent, prohibits civil or 

criminal liability for mental health professionals for acts in conformity with chapter, and allows a 

person’s rights to be restricted under the direction of a mental health profession. 

Iowa Code 229: 

HF 2456 (2018): 

- 229.1(20). Adds history of lack of compliance with treatment and either lack of compliance has 

been a significant factor in the need for emergency hospitalization or lack of compliance has 

resulted in one or more acts of serious physical injury to self or others or an attempt to 

physically injure self or others. 

- 229.10(3). A respondent shall be released from detention prior to the commitment hearing if a 

licensed physician or mental health professional examines and determines the respondent no 

longer meets the criteria for detention and provides notification to the court. 

- 229.12(3). A committal hearing may be held by video conference at the discretion of the court. 

- 229.13(7)(a). Specifies oral medicine as a treatment choice for the respondent once in protected 

custody.  

- 229.22(2)(b). Expands transportation options to include transportation services under contract 

with a mental health and disability services region. The transportation provider must provide a 

secure transportation vehicle and ensure staff that has received or is receiving mental health 

training. 

SF2418 (2018): 

- 229.5A. Removes the responsibility of prescribing practices and procedures for implementation 

of the preapplication screening assessment program from the state court administrator. 

HF 593 (2017): 

- 229.6 (throughout). Adds mental health professional as a person who can write in support of a 

committal application, allows the courts to order mental health professionals to examine a 

respondent, write a written report of the examination, allows a respondent to choose to be 



examined by his/her choice of a mental health professional, allows mental health professional 

conducting examination to consult with or request a consultation with a mental health 

professional, allows mental health professional to order treatment to preserve the person’s life, 

allows a peace officer to describe circumstances of the matter to the examining mental health 

professional, allows examining mental health professional to communicate seriously mentally ill 

findings to nearest available magistrate, allows mental health professional to receive verbal 

order to detain or to release a respondent, prohibits civil or criminal liability for mental health 

professionals for acts in conformity with chapter, and allows a person’s rights to be restricted 

under the direction of a mental health profession. 

Iowa Code 331 

HF 2456 (2018): 

- 331.397(7)(a)(3). Expands the plus services for the region to include civil commitment 

prescreening.  

Other 

HF 2456 (2018): 

- Directs the Department of Human Services to create rules related to access centers and 

intensive residential service homes which the rules shall include those entities accept court-

ordered commitments. Note: Substance abuse residential centers currently accept court-ordered 

commitments for substance-related disorders. 

- The Department of Human Services is directed to create rules for civil commitment prescreening 

assessments for mental health commitments and adopting rules related to civil commitment 

prescreening assessments provided by or entity contracted with a mental health and disability 

services region . 

 


