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How An Idea Becomes a Law

Idea Bill Drafted

Bill Filed

Committee Assignment

A legislator decides to
sponsor a bill. Ideas come from

The legislator requests The bill draft 15 sent to the

or the Speaker of the House
: the idea be drafted Senate or_r.he House where refers the bill to a standing
many sources: constituents., into a bill by the it 15 :1551gued a number committee. A subcommuttee,
interest groups, and government Legislative Services Agency. qnd 1s then sent to the assigned by the standing
agencies. President of the Senate or the

committee_ then studies the ball
and reports its conclusions tg
the full commuttee.

Speaker of the House.

Committee Action

Floor Debate Amendment

T

‘ote

The
ball 15 placed on the calendar,
a listing of all bills officially

ehigible for debate. At this time

legislators may file
amendments to the bill.

The committee May pass
the bill or pass an amended version
of the bill. The committee may also
send the bill to the floor without
recommendation.

The bill and any amendments
filed are debated by the whole
chamber. Amendments must be
approved by a sumple majority
of those legislators voting.

A constitutional majority, at

least 26 senators or 51
representatives, must vote “yes”
in order for the bill to proceed to
the second chamber.

Second Chamber Governor Law

The bill goes through the same process i the

The bill
i i After the bill passes becomes law upon the
second chamber. If the bill passes the second chamber without ball pas: Gov o e .
amendment. it is sent to the Governor. If the second chamber amends the both clmmbers mn 1dentical form, A ;zzm S'Slggl:ﬁe s:s:iro?] Efﬂle
> bill it must be sent back to the chamber of origin for approval of those 1t 15 Sfﬂ_t to the Govemor durin
amendments. If the chambers cannot come to an agreement on the The Governor may sign the

Govemor takes no action. Bills
received by the Governor during the
last three days of the session
have to be signed or vetoed within
30 days. If the Governor takes
no action on the bill after the
30-day time period after
session, a pocket veto
OCCUS.

version of the bill, a conference commuttee 1s appointed.

ball, veto the ball, or take no
action on the ball.




Appropriations Process

DON reviews request,
and fransmits to Legislative
Fiscal Services. All requests
piist be in fhe final form by
November 15,

Departments snbimit a
budget vequest to the

Department of Management
(DN by Octaber 1 for the
following fiscal vear.

Eevenne Estimating
Conference (REC) meets
arf least quarter]y and wsaally
in December,

The Towa Legislature
convenes annnally in January.
The Governor presents the
budget by February 1.
Appropriations Subcommittees
meet Jannary
through March,

The Legislative Branch
becomes the focal point in the
process. Legislative Fiscal
Services provides staff support
in amalviis and bill
preparation.

Legislative Appropriations
Subcommitiees may meet in
late December. and will meet
during the first six to eight
weeks of session to review
department requests,

After budget hearings and
nsing the REC estimate. the
Crovernor's Office and

Departiment of Management
develap a tentative bndger,

11.

10.

Subcommittess meet
approximately thres mornings
each week for the first six to
eight weeks of session, liold
hearimgs, and make
funding decisions.

The meetings of ench of the
Appropriations Subcemmitiees
are nsnally held jointly with
inemmbers of both
the Senate and House.

Leaders set fimetables and
develop appropriations

enidelines, often referved fo
as budget targets.

Subcommittees make fanding
recommendations in bill drafi
form to one chambers full

Appropriations Committee.

13.

After passing
roth chambers, it is sent to
the Governor for signing. The
Governor lias three days to
approve oF item veto, o1 has 30
daws Trom adjournment if
submitted during or after
the fimal fhree
davs of sesshon.

Omce approved by one
chamber, a budget bill is sent
to the Appropriations Committee
—# | of the other chamber, then to the
floor for delate, Conference

Comimitiess (10 members) work
ont differences between
chambers,

The Governor lias item
VEND POWel oVer appropriafions
bills, The Legislatuire may
override the item veto with a two-
thinds majoriry vote, Unless
otherwise specified. budget
bills take effect July 1.

Appropriations Committee
considers and amends bill drafts.
Full committes budget bill is
sent to the floor for debate.




Session Timetable

JANUARY 12 First d_a;ﬁ-é;ﬁls_iunqlmmam 24)
FEBRUARY 13 Final day for Individual Senator and Representative requests for bill drafts
(Friday of the 5« weok) to the Legislative Services Agency rSena Rule 27 and House Aule 29)
MARCH 6 Final date for Senate bills to be reported out of Senate commitiees
i(Friday of the 8- week)™ and House bills out of House commitiees (Joint Ruie 20)
MARCH16-20 Senate only considers Senate bills and unfinished business
[ 10s week) House considers only House bills and unfinkshed business |Jent Rule 20)
MARCH 23 - APRIL 3 Debate not limited by rule
{11x and 12+ weeks)
APRIL 3 Final date for Senate bills to be reported out of House commitiees
i(Friday of the 12. week)™ and House bills out of Senate commitiees (Jenmt Rule 20)
APRIL G- 10 Senate considers only House bills and unfinished business
(13 week) House considers only Senate bills and unfinished business (Joint Rue 20)
APRIL 13 Amendments need not be filed on the day preceding floor debate
iBeginning of the 1d. week) {Howss Rule 31,8}
APRIL 13 Only the fallowing bills are eligible for consideralion: [Jeint Rule 20)
(Beginning of the 14= week) = Bills passed by both Houses

= Appropriations Bills

= Ways and Means Bills

= Government Cversight Bills

* Legalizing Acts

= Administrative Rules Review Commities Bllls

= Commities Bills related fo detayed or suspented Adminisiralive Rules fiows Code Sec 1TAE (8]

= Bills co-sponsared by Majordy and Minority Leaders of oné House

= Conference Commiltes Reparts

= Companion Bills sporsored by Senate and House Majority Leaders

= Goncumrent or Simple Resolutions

= Jolnt Resodutions nullitying Adminlstrative Rules

= Bills on (he Vedo Cakendar | Joirt Rt 33

= Unfinished Business
MAY 1 110 calendar day of the session [Per dum expenses snd - kawa Cods Sec. 2.10(%]]
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Legislators Page
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The lowa Legislature > Legisiators > Legislator
Representative Lucian Lester Ainsworth View All Years
General Assembly: 14 (01/08/1872 - 01/11/1874) v

LUCIAN L. AINSWORTH Born In Madison Caunty, New York, on the 21st of June, 1831, He acqulred a liberal education, studied law
and was admitted to the bar in 1854, Mr, Alnsworth came to Iowa in August, 1855, loeating at West Union in Fayette County where
ke opened a law office. He soon attained high rank in the profession and in 1859 was nominated by the Democrats for State Senator
in the district composed of the counties of Fayette and Bremer, He made a vigorous canvass, overcame the Republican majority and
was slected, serving four years with marked ability. In 1862 Mr. Alnsworth raised a company for the Sixth Cavalry, of which he was
appointed captain. In 1871 Captain Ainsworth was again elected to the Legislature, serving twe years in the House. In 1874 he was
neminated by the Damocrats of the Third District for Congress and by his personal popularity overcame the Republican majority of
rnearly 2,000 and was the first Democrat elected to Congress from Iowa in twenty years. He died in April, 1902. History of Iowa From
the Earllest Times to the Beginning of the Twentieth Century/Velume 4 by Benjamin F. Gue

State Representative
Democrat
District 54
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Senate B House Journals the cosviening of any sesson of the Ganeral Assembly
LeA Infarmation A v

BillBak - View all wersicns of bills and amendments. resolumans, sudy s, 50 hstones, fiscal notes, and te,0,, TSFIEY, THII017)
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[ "Nen”, TInsEance "]
[aily Lagestanon (Bill Packer) - Displays the Howse and Senaté Dills and amendments infraduced on a pEmiEar

iy Hona CODE
(nmck Search
Gessan Dally - Desplays action that was taken an legislation an a particular day FTTTITTTITITTIIg
Dor=ctary af Legisiaticn - Indices of bills, study bills, resalutions, and amendments.
rarte " : (0., 7E, TE.1)
Bill Histary - Display legislative action for a Study Bill, Bill, or Resolution.
ICWA ACTS
Bill Subject Index - Displays list of all bills by subject matter, Archives Dk Search
Bill Reguest Logs - Nonconfidential bl requeests received Dy the Legal Servces Divisen 4 = " Gesgin T .
Code B Acts Sections Amended - Provisicnal listing containing Iowa Code sections and Iowa Acts affected by Chapter o009 v _
legishation
Similars and Companans - Listing of bills that are the samse or similar ***Dizable Fop-up Blocker for reports B pdf documents be open

Desposition of Bils - List of bills and their last action.

Bill Version Tracking - Lacate mutiple versions ef a bill ar study Bill.
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General Assembly: 86 (01123015 - 0L/08/ 2017} v
Senate Mambaers House Members
« Amanda Ragan I:I:I'. Mstrict 27 ), Chair s« David E. Heaton (R, District B4 ), Chalr
« Joe Bolkcom (D, Bistrict 43}, Wice Chal « Brian Best (R, District 12), Wice Chalr
« Mark Segebart (R, Mstrict 6), Ranking Member « Lisa Heddens (D, District 46), Ranking Member
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« Dawid Johnson (R, Districk 1) « John Forbes (D, District 40}

« Linda 1. Miller (R, District 94

« Ken Rizer (R, District 68}
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« Beth Wessel-Kroeschell {D, District 45)
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« Meetings
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L Annual State Budget Analysls - Summary analysis of the State Department budget requests and the Govemnar's
Fiscal Analysis budget recommendations for the most recent fiscal year,

L=A Mewslatter
Code Sections amended - Chart liskirg the Jowa Cade sections affected by legislation passed during the indicated

Gthar Resources legislative session year: Includes finks to Code text and the lggiskation,
Legisiative Subsoriptions

; lowa Acts Sactions Amendad - Chart listing the Towa Acts sections affected by legislation passed during the
Audio Video Presentations:

indicated legislative session year; includss links o Acts taxt and tha leglslation
Twesats by GlowalSa Fiscal Motes - Analysis of the fiscal impact of bills and amendments

Appropriation Bill &nalysis - (NOB&) Fiscal analysis of appropriations and Ways and Means bills.
Fost Session Infarmation

Fiscal Services - End of Session Information - Provides financial infermation reflacting the final action of the
legislative session. Includes balance sheets for varous State funds, appropriation tracking reports, and other
financial information. &rchive

Summary of Legislation - Datalled, subject matter descripbions of the legislation passed by the General Assembly
that was approved or wetoed by the Govarnor, Archive

Fiscal Report - (Graybook] Summany of fiscal information and analysis of enacted legislation, published annually in
august. Archive
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Admanistrative Rules Fiscal Impact - Analysis of the fscal mpact of dhanges [o adminestrativg rules

American Recovery B Reinvestment Act (ARRA] - Stats fund ng information pertain ng to the American Recowvery and Reinvestment Act.

Annual State Budgst Analysis - Summary analysis of the State Deparfmeng bugget requesis and the Covermnor s Dudgest recommendations far the most r=ce=nt fiscal y=ar.
ApDrepriateans Subcemmatess Related DOCUments - & vanety Of focuments that perain [ the suoommirtes subjed area

Ediscation Per-Pupd Costs - Per-Pugil Educaticn Funding

Factbapk - Statistics on lowa's QowErmiment, Scanamy, and population.

Fiscal Facts - Fiscal statistics for the State of Towa, indud ng revenues and sxp=nditures fram the G=n=ral Azsembly's most rec=nt s=ssicn.

Fiscal Lunch & Learn - Informal presentations by LSA stafT on a variety of kegislative Dopics

Fiscal Cwe-0n-0ns - Fiscal Cne-0n-0nses ang shart, comsersaticnal inteniews conducted by Mscal sTafT with vanaus siate agendies reganiing [eics af interest, Wanch far
rme=wy Fiscal One-0n-0ne interviews Do e posted here periodically.

Fiscal Topscs - Qs [0 Twd-pagse summaries reviewing a selecied STale gavemment issue or Togic

Fiscal Updane - Fiscal Servdes newslemmear, pubished weskly diming session and penadaally guring the interim

2004 lowa Desaster Recowery Efoets - Estimated er-:llr-g from multiple sowces provided by the Rebwld Towa Office via muliple gavermment amd other sntithes,

Iowa Ecomamic Trends - Gco=ss data and analysis for commen statewids indicators of the condition of the Towa economy.

Issise Reviews - Detailed reviews of seleced issuses conieming State govermment

Medicaid Feracast - Resulls of the most recent monthiy Medicaid Forecast Groug

Monthiy Revenue Memo - Fiscal analysis of the prior mangh's Gene=ral Fund receipts.

Monthéy Total Tax Hemo - Fiscal analyss and report of the net Stats tax recsipts for the mast recent 12-manth period and comparison to the previows 12-maonth period.
Dahes Pay Rapart By 2011 and FY 2012 - This daoument i5 a ksbing of payments on the Department of Adeministrative Sendces central payrell system for Jthar Pay
adjustments and Extraprdinary Pay, and the explanation provided by agenoes for the payments. The lowa Board of Regents provided their oam bst and sxplanations. The
Leqislative Brandh is not inclisded o all reparts

Giarmerly Ravenise Estate - Tha Revenuse Estmating Conference estimate of Ganeral Fund revenue

State of lowa Butget - An overall review of revenues and expenditures that compose the General Fund Budget.

Inferactive Fiscal Infarmatian shoshide
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* Legslatiee Process

Laglslative Frocass
Iswa Facty
Towa Redistricting

bt Redistricting

Mapping Rasouices
Educatisnal Game
Tour e Capitol
Capitol Facts

Legislative Process

Apprapamticns Process - Chart outhines the proo=ss from s bemisted baudget redquessts fo pEssages {froem. Oetobier E-Juky 10

Baugges Frooess m lowa - This dodsme=nt OIS an m-depti oo ak the Dodpg=t process I Eowa.

Sisde o e Jawa Ganpral Apsendily - A giade defalng all aspacts of the Jowas Ganaral Asseminly

Hivm 0 Bill Bacomes a Law - Explams the process g bl goes firsagh from imMraductan T enactment

Ho'w o Tdea Becomes o Law - Detass the process from an Kdes inte law, repressnt2id i feaw chart form

lowa Legisatuns ard U5, Conpgress - Cutlines the difersnces Detwsen e iowa =g =sHature anc the U5, Congrass.

ageslate Informatedn - Indudes infosmation on LS4, LIG, Captdl Tears, the legislative wabshd, tontadmang legiskaters, and The Law LOmady,
Legeslaties Terminology

ipation and Orgarcaticn m Haking lows Lawss - Details how otizens can mffuenos tawmakong by captacdmg their slected ofioals,

atnwe, executive, and judlioal.

The Theme Branches af Sovemment - Detass the three branches of JovermmeEnt in i

WIAT ATe Ledisalors? - Ditousses the defnition and disses off kgeslatarn
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Tha Towa Laglslature = Labbyist Information > Lobbyisk Reports

Lobbyist Reports Lobbyist Reports

Lobbyist Legal Information Contact the House Lobbylst Clerk, Sarah Vanderploeg, at 515-281-5498, of the Senate Lobbyist Clerk, Kathy Stachon, 4t 515-261-
Lobbylst Online Filing 5937 for guidance with fitings. You may contact Carmine Boal directly a1 515-261-4280 ar Miks Marshall at 515-281-5307.

Search Database for Lobbyist or Client - CHsplays lobbyist contact infermation and links to additional lobbyest information
Search Lobbyist Declarations - Displays declarations on bills by inbbyist, client ar hill

View List Sorted By:

Lobbyist | Clent - Displays all registered lobbyists, or clients with links to additignal lobboyist information

Client Reports - Displays lobbyist client reports By client by yeai.

Function Reparts - Displays function repacts filed during session. Archives

Govarnment Lobbwist Authorizations Hegquirad by the Housa - Displays lpbbyest authorization statements required by the Housa

léwia Legislature Wiraless Sgreament




Archives Page

[OWA LEGISLATURE

The fowa Legisiature = Archives = Archives
Archivas Archives
Senate Archive This is 2 collection of historical legisiative documents. Thers are some missing
Senate &ctien Archive documents i each of the collections. Those MiSSineg documents will be added as they
St A become avaiable, The collection hias Been a foint effoit. Seme key contributors are
el etk jae the State of Tewa Library, the Legislative Law Library Microform Censortium [LLMC),
Hiouse Archive and Google Bocks
House Action Archive Dlsclaimer: Many of these documents are very large and may take a lang time to
Housa Journals Archive open depending on the Internet connection speed.
on the Shelves Legislat
eqIsiaiors
Iowa Acts Archive 4
lowa Code Archive Senate Members T
House Members T
Fiscal Report Archive ) ) )
Pionear Lawmakers Archive - In 1890 early lawmakers organized a pemianent v
Interim Study Committee Final society known as "The pioneer Lawmakers' Association of lowa.® The purpose of
Reports Archive the arganization is to preserve the history of lowa and biograghy of its public men
lowa Official Register Archive A wamEn.
Fioneer Lawmakers Archive
Summaries of Legislation Legislation
e Bills and Amandmeants -
Bill Hishory -
Legislative Docurment Research Subject Index of Legislation .
Enralled Bills ¥
Senate Similars & Companions -
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Legislative Subscriptions

Reports Submitted to the General
Aszembly

Committee Subscriptions
Administrative Rule Changes
Twitter

R5S Fead

Legislative Subscriptions
Senate/House

Clip Sheet (Senate) - A daily publication containing amendments filed in the Senate. Only publishad on days when
amendments have been filed

Clip Sheet (House) - & daily publication confaining amendments filed in the Howse, Only published on days whan amendments
hawe bean fiked.,

Daily Debate Calendar {Senate) - Bills and resolutions from the Senate calendar that may be debated on & particular day.
raily Debate Calendar {Honse] - Bills and resclutions from the House calendar that may be debated ona particular day
Public Hearings - & puldic hearing is held IF & proposad bill requires the input of the general public.
Weekly Calendar (Senate) - Tentative weekly schedule for the Senate chamber and committess
Weekly Calendar (House) - Tentative weakly schedule for the House chamber and committess,

Legislation

Daily Bill Info - Sizeable attachments which are daily data files of bills introduced and bill history updates. (fermatted for
COBOL processing)

Daily Legislation (Bill Packet) - & PDF file that contains the bills, amendments, resolutions, and stedy bills filed the previous
daty.

Session Daily - & detailed list of the acteal legislative actions that took place
lowa Law

Administrative Bulletin - The official notice of all changes to the rules of the Administrative Code and all ather documents
which partain to the business of the Administrative Rules Review Committes

Administrative Code Supplement - Tha lowa Administrative Code replacemant chapters incorporating amendments ke rules
[ published and distributad biweekh)
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Committee Subscriptions
Standing Committees

Legisiative Subsariptions
Reports Submitted to the General

Assembly Senate House
Committee Subscriptions 1 agricufturs 1 administration and Rules
sdminiztrat Rula 3 | Apgwopriations Eagricutture
| Cormmerce | Apgropriations
Twitter I Econamic Growth W Commerce
RSS Fead ! Education | BEconormic Growth
| Envlranmant & Energy Independence | Educatisi
! Ethics ! Enviranmeantal Protection
| Government Dvarsight | Ethics

! Hurman Resadrces

Matural Resources and Envirenmsant
Rabuild lowa

Rukes and Administration

State Governmeant

Transpartation

weterans Affairs

Ways and Means

Senate Conference Commithees

| Bovermmeant Cwersight

! Judiciary Hurman Resdaircas
Labar and Business Ralations Tudiciary
Lacal Governiment Labar

Lacal Govarnment

Matural Resalrces

Public Safety

State Government
Transgartation

wWeterans Affairs

Ways and Means

House Confarence Committeas

Joint Appropriation Committees

Administration and Regulation Appropriations Subcommittes

Agriculture and MNatural Resourcas Appropriations Subcommittes
Economic Developmant Appropriations Suboommittes

Education Approprations Subcommittes

Health and Human Services Approprigtions Subcommittes

lustice System Appropriations Subcommittes

Transportation, Infrasbructure, and Capitals Appropriations Subcommittes
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5 Tips for working with Legislators

* Legislators are people too.
e Talk to your Representative and Senator.

* But also talk to the people in charge of specific
bills you are interested in.

* Tell them a personal story about how
egislation may impact you/friends/family.

* Legislators are very busy so sometimes being
orief can be better.
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Contact Information:
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Jess.benson@legis.state.ia.us
281-4611




