
 
 

Zoom Video conference Meeting Minutes 

October 8, 2020 

 
 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEMBERS DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES 

Mark Anderson, Chair – present  Kelly Garcia – present  

Kimberly Kudej – present  Faith Sandberg – present  

Sam Wallace – present  Matt Highland – present  

Carol Forristall – present Carrie Malone  – present  

Rebecca Peterson – present  Cory Turner – present  

Skylar Mayberry-Mayes – present  Janee Harvey – present  

 Jack Willey  – present  Jean Slaybaugh – present  

 Vern Armstrong – present  

 Marissa Eyanson – present  

 Anthony Lyman – present  

 Jodi Gruening – present  

 Julie Lovelady – present  

 Nancy Freudenberg – present  
 

 

 

EX-OFFICIO LEGISLATIVE MEMBERS 

Representative Joel Fry – absent 

Senator Mariannette Miller-Meeks – absent 

Senator Amanda Ragan – present 

Representative Timi Brown-Powers – absent 

 

Call to Order 

Chair Mark Anderson called the Council meeting to order at 10:02 a.m. via zoom video conference on 
Thursday, October 8, 2020. 

 

Roll Call 
All Council members were present, Senator Amanda Ragan was present. All other Ex-Officio Legislative 
members were absent.  
 

 Approval of Minutes 
 A motion was made by Wallace, seconded by Forristall to approve the minutes of the September 9,  
 2020 meeting. MOTION UNAMIMOUSLY CARRIED 
 



 
 
 
 
Rules 

 
 The following amendments to the administrative rules are presented for adoption at the October 8, 2020    
 Council on Human Services meeting.   
 
 R-1.    Amendments to Chapters 80, “Procedure and Method of Payment,” 
Chapter 133, “IV-A. Emergency Assistance Program,” Chapter 172, “Family-Centered Child Welfare 
Services,” Chapter 175, “Abuse Of Children,” and Chapter 186, “Community Care,” Iowa 

Administrative Code.  (Contracting Rules for Family First Providers) The Family First Act reforms 

the federal child welfare financing streams.  Title IV-E and Tile IV-B of the Social Security Act 

provide services to families who are at risk of entering the child welfare system.  A core 
expectation under the Family First Act is states must employ evidence-based interventions 

demonstrated to effectively strengthen and preserve connections between children and their 
family.  The primary focus of these services is to prevent removal of a child and placement into 
foster care.  These changes will positively affect the child welfare contractors who successfully 

bid on contracts as the evidence-based interventions provide clear expectations to fidelity of 
models used in service provisions.   

 
 A motion was made by Kudej to approve and seconded by Forristall.  
 MOTION UNAMIMOUSLY CARRIED 
 
 R-2.  Amendments to Chapter 202, “Foster Care Placement and Services, “Iowa Administrative Code.    

(Foster Care Placement Services). The Family First Act and 2019 House File 644 requires protocols 

to ensure children being placed in out of home settings are not inappropriately misdiagnosed 

with mental illness, other emotional or behavioral disorders, medically fragile conditions or 
developmentally delayed conditions.  The rule requires information in case permanency plans for 
children entering or already in foster care to include efforts to retain existing medical and mental 

health care providers as well as activities to evaluate service needs. 
 
A motion was made by Willey to approve and seconded by Forristall.  
MOTION UNAMIMOUSLY CARRIED 
    
The following amendments to the administrative rules are presented as Noticed rules. 

 
N-1.   Amendments to Chapters 77, “Conditions of Participation for Providers of Medical and Remedial 
Care,” Chapter 108, “Licensing and Regulation of Child-Placing Agencies,” Chapter 109, “Child Care 
Centers,” Chapter 113, “Licensing and Regulation of Foster Family Homes,” and Chapter 117, “Foster 
Parent Training,” Iowa Administrative Code.  (Mandatory Abuse Reporter Training)  

House File 731 from 2019 requires mandatory child abuse and dependent adult abuse reporter 

training be completed every three years.  Previously training needed to be completed every five 
years.   
  
 N-2   Amendments to Chapter 78, “Amount, Duration and Scope of Medical and Remedial Services,” 

Iowa Administrative Code.   (Automatic Refill Policies for Prescriptions). The proposed rule 

establishes pharmacy policies and procedures for Medicaid coverage and reimbursement of 
prescription drug refills through an automatic refill program.  Some pharmacies may currently 

offer this type of program and Medicaid proposes to standardize the requirements to ensure 
medical necessity and prevent waste.   

 
 
 



N-3   Amendments to Chapter 78, “Amount, Duration and Scope of Medical and Remedial Services,” 
and Chapter 79, “Other Policies Relating to Providers of Medical and Remedial Care.”  Iowa 
Administrative Code.   (Policies for Uniform Prior Authorization Process for Medicaid).  House File 766 
in 2019 required implementation of a uniform prior authorization process.  As a result of implementing the 
uniform process there has been a change in forms and form numbers used to request a prior authorization.  
The proposed amendments align the rules with the new forms and processing time frames.  The rules are 
also revised to update current practices and processes.   
 
N-4   Amendments to Chapter 155, “Child Abuse Prevention Program,” Iowa Administrative Code. 
(Family Support Statewide Database).  The proposed rule is to modify language around the Department’s 
use of the Family Support Statewide Database maintained by the Department of Public Health.  The current 
rule requires the Department grantees to input participant date into the system.  However, it does not 
authorize the Department to release the data to other state agencies, including the Iowa Department of 
Public Health.  Proposed rules are necessary given the Department’s roles as a covered entity under the 
Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act (HIPPA).  There will continue to be a memorandum of 
understanding with Public Health to address the privacy and security of the Department’s data and to outline 
the expectations of both parties.  The proposed rule will prevent the need for individual patient authorization.  
 

  A motion was made by Kudej to approve and seconded by Mayberry-Mayes.  
  MOTION UNAMIMOUSLY CARRIED 
 
 Child Abuse Prevention Program Advisory Committee Applicant Approval  
 
 Lisa Bender from ACFS presented the Council with an overview of the committee, their responsibility,  
 and the selection process of the applicants.  
 
 A motion was made by Kudej to approve the applicants and seconded by Mayberry-Mayes.  
 MOTION UNAMIMOUSLY CARRIED 
 
 
DHS Derecho Response Update 
 
Vern Armstrong, Division Administrator for the Field Division, updated the Council about the storm cleanup 
efforts after the August 10th derecho. 27 counties have been declared disaster areas where we are providing 
disaster case management. 15 of those are receiving state individual assistance and 12 are receiving 
individual assistance through FEMA. During the month of September our Field division set up and operated 14 
different DSNAP benefit sites in 11 different counties. The program was a great success distributing 11 million 
dollars in aid to the Iowans in need. The team felt very proud and were grateful for all the support they received 
from Director Garcia and the entire DHS department.   
 
Director’s Report 
 
Director Garcia provided an update about COVID19 outbreaks at both our Glenwood and Woodward facilities. 
She assured the council that every measure is being taken by our staff to mitigate the spread by using PPE 
and extensive cleaning efforts. She commented that thankfully no one has become seriously ill and the large 
majority are asymptomatic. She also shared that the visitation guidelines have changed recently due to 
updated nursing facility guidelines from IDPH and the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services at the 
federal level. Both the COVID19 positivity rates and visitation guidelines can be found on our website. 
 
Director Garcia then shared an overview of the Family Planning report that was sent to all the Council 
Members. She indicated that the biggest area of concern is in the southern and northeastern corner of the 
state. The team around this work believes this could be due to a lack of knowledge in the program and that 
there may not be a need for a large number of providers in some of these areas. She stated she has asked the 
teams to provide her with a layering of data points that will help us best focus our efforts and we will do that by 
looking at general demographic information and by county bands of age groups for women who live in the 
state. She stated she will be bringing back regular updates to the council as this work continues. 



 

Adjournment 

 
A motion was made by Kudej to adjourn the meeting and seconded by Forristall.  
MOTION UNAMIMOUSLY CARRIED 

Chair Mark Anderson adjourned the meeting at 11:20 p.m.  

 
Respectfully Submitted by:  
Julie McCauley  
Council Secretary
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